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June 28, 2023 Ralph Solecki’s  

personal trowel that 

excavated the 

Shanidar Cave 

Neanderthals 







Holdings

• 540 cubic meters of collections:

• 5000+ manuscripts

• 2500 km of film recordings

• 3.5 km of paper records

• 1 million photographs

• 57,000 A/V assets

• 21,000 pieces of artwork

• and thousands of maps



Ralph and Rose Solecki with 

artifacts excavated from 

Shanidar Cave, 1957

Shanidar Cave, Ralph S. and 
Rose L. Solecki papers, 
National Anthropological 
Archives, Smithsonian 
Institution.

Shanidar 4 skeleton, Ralph S. and 
Rose L. Solecki papers, National 

Anthropological Archives, 
Smithsonian Institution.



“Team Solecki” during 2016 collections pick-up. L to R: Esther Rimer, 

Daisy Njoku, Teresa Hsu, Ralph Solecki, Gina Rappaport.

The Soleckis’  former lab at Columbia University, 2016 

Part of the archival materials from the 2016 transfer 

(NAA Accession 2016-29)

The second transfers of archival materials and artifacts, 2018

(NAA Accession 2018-10)

Rose Solecki (Ralph Solecki in background) in 2018 holding an example 

of Kurdish clothing eventually transferred in 2019.



Archaeology

Artifacts, archaeobiological 

material, and data collected 

or created during excavation 

or other professional activities

Museum

For the artifacts, follow the 

Smithsonian Institution's 

Department of Anthropology 

standards for cataloging into 

the department’s KE-EMu

collections database

Archives

Arrange and describe archival 

material according to 

Describing Archives: A Content 

Standard and the National 

Anthropological Archives’ 

Processing Manual to create a 

finding aid

Archival collection informs the 

archaeological metadata associated with 

the artifacts and

archaeobiological 

material

during 

cataloging

Ralph S. and Rose L. Solecki 

Papers and Artifacts Project



Challenges

• Mediating between disciplines

• “Archaeological curation crisis” 

• Shifting professional standards throughout lifetime of collection within 

archaeology, museums, and archives

Interdisciplinary

• Legacy Issues

• Tied to professional standards, funding, staff, etc. 

• Organizational structure of repositories in relation to each other

Institutional

• Volume of material

• Storage for large collections

• Separate museum collections and archival databases for each repository 

Integration



Ralph Solecki’s field notebook entry for the 

discovery of the Shanidar 1 Neanderthal, 

nicknamed “Nandy”, 1957

Ralph and Rose Solecki being 

interviewed by Molly Kamph and Diana 

Marsh (not pictured), photograph by 

Diana Marsh, 2018



“Notched  Steep Side Scraper” 

Artifact (A607238-0) and Catalog 

Illustration from Season IV 

Excavations of Zawi Chemi 

Shanidar, 1960

Ralph and Rose Solecki examining 

specimens at the Iraq Museum in 

Baghdad, 1966

Artifacts from Zawi 

Chemi Shanidar before 

rehousing and 

cataloging, Accession 

220078



271 IV Soil Sample, collected from Shanidar 4 

Neanderthal Skeleton 

Season IV Shanidar Cave and Zawi Chemi Shanidar Catalog, 1960. 

Shanidar 4 Neanderthal called the “Flower Burial” excavated at 

Shanidar Cave, 1960
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Earth from Hasselblad Space Shuttle Reels, NASM.2022.0002.



Molly Kamph

Reach out to us at: 
emmelhainz@si.edu & kamphm@si.edu

Or explore:
collections.si.edu & anthropology.si.edu
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Two grants from SI’s Collections Care and Preservation Fund
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