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What Does ESA Do?

ALL OF THIS IS POSSIBLE THANKS TO THE COLLABORATION OF MEMBER STATES

ESA is active across every area of the space sector

World leader in science and technology

Over 80 satellites developed, tested, and operated since 1975

More than 220 launches from Europe’s Spaceport in Kourou
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1989 Birth of ESA Archives

- 1989: The deposit contract between ESA and HAEC/EUI introduces the « ESA Archives » in ESA and also 

the idea of « ESA Historical Archives » 

- 1998: IRC specifies the access rules of 15/30-40 years to open ESA Historical Archives to the public

- 2002: ECSR opens for ESA technical documentation

- 2017: Moving of HQ-ESA Archives from HQ-Nikis to ESRIN

- 2020: Moving of ESOC Archives to ECSR

ESA/HAEU/EUI deposit agreement revised and amended

- 2023: ESA Archives portal https://historicalarchives.esa.int/

https://historicalarchives.esa.int/
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ECSR: European Centre for Space Records 2002-2023

ECSR created in 2002 to host technical records from ESTEC projects and missions information, started with:

• Envisat

• ERS-1 & ERS-2

• SOHO

• XMM

• Meteosat

Increase of the capacity of ECSR in 20 years, hosting:

• Rosetta

• Ariane

• MSG and METOP

• Cluster

• Artemis

Administration: 40%

Programmes: 60%

ECSR-ESRIN: 5500 lm

ECSR-deposit: 2800 lm

Total in 2023: 8300lm
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ECSR from analogue to digital

• EDAS: European Digital Agenda for Space

• ESA Archives team adopts the digital agenda to 

preserve the ESA legacy

• Acquisition of 2 IT tools for ESA Archives: OMNES and 

SHIP with FITS format, Dublin Core metadata and IIIF

• ESA Archives digitisation strategy 

• 3 technical series digitised in 2019 as pilots

• Frame contract in 2021 to « digitise ECSR »

• Opening of ESA Portal and SHIP for external and 

internal users
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Digitised collections in OMNES

From 2019, 13 collections have digitised and ingested. Collections require curation before opening

Administration:

- DG 80% digitised

- Inspector General 100 % digitised

- Legal on-going (60% digitised)

- Publications on-going (estimation: 40% digitised)

- Pictures all contact sheets

- Contracts on-going (60% digitised)

Programmes:

- ERS 100% digitised

- SOHO 100% digitised

- HSF 100% digitised

- Frequency 100% digitised

- Contracts Final Reports 100% digitised

- COS-B 100% digitised

- ISEE-B…. 100% digitised

- Envisat (Partial digitisation planned for 2023)

2023: Approx. 1800 lm in 

digital formats
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ESA Archives portal: https://historicalarchives.esa.int/

Promote the ESA Archives

Opening: 25 January 2023

IIIF experience: https://ship.esa.int/ISS/

Socials allow us to communicate for each new opening: https://twitter.com/ESA_History/

https://historicalarchives.esa.int/
https://ship.esa.int/ISS/
https://twitter.com/ESA_History/

