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Project's goals CERN’s Scientific Information Service intends to
expand its digital library

This project is inspired from the digitization of
the CERN Annual Reports, the CERN Courier and
the Bulletin
PS reports are much more specific, but the
digitization of Council and committee documents
demonstrates that specific documentation is also
consulted

Digitize the PS collection and make it available via
the CERN document server (CDS)
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Why this
project?

Proton Synchrotron (PS)
reached an energy of
24 GeV on 24 Nov.

Until 2000, most of the
documents were hard
copy

Consultation of
historical reports to
solve current technical
problems



Problems

Searching for specific information can be a
real challenge

Loss of time

Necessity to browse the whole document

No text search

Documents are not available 24/7

Consultation only on request



Advantages

Better access to documents at any time

Time saver

Searching in text will  be possible and will
allow much faster access to the required
information

OCR functionality

Master copy in TIFF format and
consultation copy in PDF

Long-term digital preservation 



About documents

REPORTS

1000 folders

260'000 pages

Technical notes, technical
reports, minutes of
technical meetings 

20'000
LANGUAGES

English

French

German

3

Single and double sided

Typed text

Stapled documents

No colored documents
With tables, figures,
mathematical formulas...

FORMAT

A4



And concretely?



TIFF PDF MARCXML



For PDF documents

CONVERSION TO
SEARCHABLE PDF

FILES



For PDF documents

CLEANED-UP PDF
FILES



CERN Document Server
https://cds.cern.ch/collection/PS%20Archive



Project timeline

Digitization of the first
batch finished, but
metadata work still in
progress!

Digitization of the
second batch in
progress

Total of online
documents today:
10'636

Final choice of the
company

First batch sent to
India in August:
approx. 11'000 doc.

First document test in
October

First scannings
received in November

2021 2022 2023 2024

Probably a third and
last batch with the
remaining documents

Planned end of project

Digitization of the first
batch in progress

Second batch sent in
December: approx.
5'000 documents



Any questions?

Thanks for
your attention!
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