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IPPOG Database 

 The Concept 

 The Content 

 Current status 

 Future plans 
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Copyright CERN 



The Concept 
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Great ideas around the world… 

And never reach others who could benefit 

from them or replicate them… 

Often remain isolated or “once offs”… 



The Concept 
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IPPOG 
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The Concept 
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To facilitate the exchange of 

recommended tools, materials and 

templates for outreach and informal 

education for particle physics and 

related sciences…Globally 

 



The Concept 
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Multiplier Effect 
Ideas flourish…recommended practices adapted to new needs 

and contexts   

Convenient 

Finally, a resource pool! 



The Concept 

The Users 

Anyone engaged in outreach and informal science 

education for particle physics (and related sciences) 

 Physicists 

 Science teachers & science explainers 
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The Concept 

Currently using the Doc DB to store items 

– widely used by many HEP experiments to store documents to 
which multiple files can be associated 

Why Doc DB? 

 Chosen for its flexibility 

 Accepts many file types 

 Can associate documents to each other 

 Topics are up to us 

 Chosen for its powerful search 
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 Contains just under 300 documents 

       

 …and associated files 

 Has a handful of external users 

 Items are (slowly) but steadily going in 
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The Content 



10 

The Content 



The Content - Books 
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LHCb Photo Book 

https://cms-docdb.cern.ch/cgi-bin/PublicEPPOGDocDB/DocumentDatabase


The Content - Books 
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https://cms-docdb.cern.ch/cgi-bin/PublicEPPOGDocDB/DocumentDatabase


The Content – Coaching for Scientists 
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Presenting Science 

https://cms-docdb.cern.ch/cgi-bin/PublicEPPOGDocDB/DocumentDatabase


The Content – Exhibits 
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Die Weltmaschine “Sand Boxes” 

https://cms-docdb.cern.ch/cgi-bin/PublicEPPOGDocDB/DocumentDatabase


The Content - Animations 
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CMS Animation- 30 March, 2011 

https://cms-docdb.cern.ch/cgi-bin/PublicEPPOGDocDB/DocumentDatabase


The Content – Events 
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Physics Slam 

https://cms-docdb.cern.ch/cgi-bin/PublicEPPOGDocDB/DocumentDatabase


The Content – Educational Kits 
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Colliding Particles Video Series 

https://cms-docdb.cern.ch/cgi-bin/PublicEPPOGDocDB/DocumentDatabase


The Content – Educational Kits 

18 

Colliding Particles Video Series 

https://cms-docdb.cern.ch/cgi-bin/PublicEPPOGDocDB/DocumentDatabase


Some Challenges to current system 

  
 Lack of “reporting” capability  

 No thumbnails 

 No automatic file conversion 

 Storage limit prohibitive  

 No way to see how many hits 

 No way to link contact person’s info with entries 

 Interface not very attractive 
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Current Status  



Proposed Solutions 

  
 Migrate to CERN’s CDS (many features available!) 

 Build new IPPOG Website, create new on-line interface 
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Current Status  



 
 Now working with consultant 

recommended by CERN’s 
Communication Group:  Linalis 
Consulting 

 Consultant will build basic 
structure of website using 
Drupal 

 Handover:  Train us on how to 
use Drupal, to edit content & 

maintain site 

 

 CERN’s Education Group intern 
involved in this process 

 Have access to visiting 
teachers at CERN! 
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Future Plans 

New IPPOG Website / 

Database Interface 
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Main Page for Database… 

 

Wireframe still to come. 
 



Next Steps 

1. Continue working with consultant 
to create website & new interface 

2. Form IPPOG Working Group to 

•Solicit more feedback from scientists, 
educators/science explainers & test 
new interface 

•Give Database a good name! 

•Launch website and interface 

3. Encourage continued contribution 
and feedback on database 
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