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Astronomy plays a major role in the scientific landscape of Namibia and Southern Africa. Considerable
progress has been achieved scientifically as well as in terms of human capacity development in the field.
In all wavelength regimes accessible with ground-based instruments, the largest of those instruments are
situated in Southern Africa: MeerKAT, the Southern African Large Telescope, and the High Energy Stereo-
scopic System (H.E.S.S.). Because of the excellent observing conditions fromNamibian soil, further large-scale
projects such as the Cherenkov Telescope Array (CTA) considered sites in Namibia and the Africa Millimetre
Telescope (AMT) is planned to be built there.
Against this background, the current situation of high-energy astrophysics research and education in Namibia
is reviewed:
From characterization of electronics for the new cameras for the H.E.S.S. and CTA telescopes over optical
spectroscopy of blazars with SALT in the context of CTA, up to theoretical modelling of high-energy emitters
and site testing and project planning for the AMT.
Further, the role of astronomy, with particular focus on developmental aspects in the African context is out-
lined and the progress in human capacity development is summarized.

Primary author: Dr BACKES, Michael (University of Namibia)

Presenter: Dr BACKES, Michael (University of Namibia)

Session Classification: Exploring Connections: The Multiwavelength Sky

Track Classification: Future Missions/Instruments


