
Theory and LHC Phenomenology

Jennifer Smillie
Higgs Centre, University of Edinburgh

IOP APP, HEPP and NP 2021

James D Cockburn* 
Particle Theory, University of Edinburgh 

*J.D.Cockburn@ed.ac.uk 
 www.thephdguide.wordpress.com 

What is the Standard Model? 
The Leptons The Quarks 

The Higgs Mechanism The Forces 

The electromagnetic force is carried 
by the photon and is the most familiar 
of the forces in the SM. This force is the 
reason why opposite electric charges 
and magnetic poles attract each other. 
By exploiting this force, we live in a 
world today with on-demand electricity. 

The weak force is responsible for some 
radioactive decays and allows the 
neutrinos to interact with other particles 
in the SM. It is mediated by the Z and W 
particles. If the weak force did not exist, 
stars like our sun would never have 
formed.  

The strong force, carried by the gluon, 
is what holds all the atomic nuclei 
together. Without it, all atoms would 
burst apart and complex beings like us 
cannot exist. 

Problems and Questions 

The Standard Model (SM) is the best theory we have to 
describe how the fundamental constituents of nature 
(particles) behave.  

Quarks and leptons (red and green) are the particles 
that make up everything we see in the everyday world. 
They are the building blocks of atoms which themselves 
are the building blocks of life. 

The force carriers (blue) allow for particles to interact 
with one another. Without them, the universe would be 
boring. 

The Higgs particle (black) was only recently discovered 
at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC). It is responsible for 
giving other particles mass. 

All the quarks and leptons also have anti-matter cousins, 
which have exactly the same mass but opposite charge. 
For example, the electron carries a negative electric 
charge and it has an anti-matter counterpart called the 
positron which carries positive electric charge.  

The particles in the SM have a wide 
range of masses. Physicists began to 
wonder why this should be the case 
and in the 1960s, Peter Higgs among 
others came up with a theory that 
might explain the origin of mass.  

The idea is that there is a field that 
extends over the entire universe and 
different particles interact with this 
field in different ways. Particles with a 
large mass interact with it more 
strongly than particles with a small 
mass, and particles with no mass do 
not interact with it at all. 

Higgs was the first one to write down 
that the field should have a 
corresponding particle, now the 
'Higgs Particle', that you should be 
able to search for in experiments. In 
2012, it was finally found and Higgs 
was awarded the Nobel prize for his 
work in October 2013.  

H 

Hurry up! 

Those mince pies have 
 really increased  

my mass... 

The most common lepton is the 
electron and we manipulate these 
to produce electrical current.  

Muons and tauons are much the 
same as electrons except 
heavier. Although they are 
unstable and will decay into 
lighter particles, muons can live 
long enough to be detected by 
experiments such as those at the 
LHC.   

Neutrinos are the oddest 
members of the lepton family. 
They are extremely light and they 
interact only via the weak force. 
This makes them very hard to 
detect and study.    

Quarks are gregarious objects 
and prefer to stick together in 
clusters of two or three. The 
structures they form are called 
mesons and hadrons 
respectively. The most familiar 
hadrons are protons and 
neutrons, the constituents of all 
atomic nuclei. 

The top quark is the black sheep 
of the quark family. It is much 
heavier than the rest of the 
quarks and so will often decay 
before it has a chance to create 
a hadron or meson. 

! Astronomers have observed that the universe appears to be mostly made 
out of a strange substance known as dark matter. This cannot be made 
of SM particles, so what is it? 

! The SM has no explanation of gravity, but we know that gravity exists! Is 
there a way of including gravity in a particle physics framework? One idea 
is string theory.  

! The SM has many input parameters that are determined empirically and it 
provides no explanation for why those parameters should be those values. 
Supersymmetry is a theory that goes some way to reducing this problem.  

! The SM predicts that neutrinos are massless, but we observe that not to 
be the case.  

!  In everyday life, we only ever experience a few of the members of the 
quark and lepton families, so why does nature choose to have other 
members? 

! The SM says anti-matter and matter should have been created in 
approximately equal parts at the Big Bang. So where is all the anti-
matter? 

You'll never  
detect me! 

Stay close! Keep together! 

Don't stray! 

I'm so lonely... 

? 
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The Large Hadron Collider (LHC): 
• Collides protons at 13 TeV

• Highest energy lab particle collisions

• Discovered the Higgs boson in 2012

• Will run until at least 2039

• Massive increase in luminosity (ie events)

The LHC probes physics at smallest scales. 
Aims: 
• Study Higgs sector

• Search for signs of new physics (dark matter? 

CP violation?)

• Complementary to astro data, low-energy 

experiments
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ATL-PHYS-PUB-2021-005
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• Phenomenal agreement with theory so far

• Very sophisticated calculations, e.g.      at NNLO+NNLL

Czakon, Mitov arXiv:1112.5675

<latexit sha1_base64="w+xfFsQbFlDPpkg94ay0Xho/5g4=">AAAB73icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mKqMeiF48V7Ae0oWy2m3bpZhN3J0IJ/RNePCji1b/jzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEhh0HW/ncLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqmTjVjDdZLGPdCajhUijeRIGSdxLNaRRI3g7GtzO//cS1EbF6wEnC/YgOlQgFo2ilDvYCqjOc9ssVt+rOQVaJl5MK5Gj0y1+9QczSiCtkkhrT9dwE/YxqFEzyaamXGp5QNqZD3rVU0YgbP5vfOyVnVhmQMNa2FJK5+nsio5ExkyiwnRHFkVn2ZuJ/XjfF8NrPhEpS5IotFoWpJBiT2fNkIDRnKCeWUKaFvZWwEdWUoY2oZEPwll9eJa1a1bus1u4vKvWbPI4inMApnIMHV1CHO2hAExhIeIZXeHMenRfn3flYtBacfOYY/sD5/AF4KZBC</latexit>

tt̄

https://atlas.web.cern.ch/Atlas/GROUPS/PHYSICS/PUBNOTES/ATL-PHYS-PUB-2021-005/
https://arxiv.org/abs/1112.5675
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NNLO (theory) 20.3 JHEP 01, 099 (2017)
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Matrix (NNLO) & Sherpa (NLO) (theory) 36.1 PRD 97 (2018) 032005

� = 19 + 1.4 � 1.3 ± 1 pb (data)
MATRIX (NNLO) (theory) 4.6 EPJC 72 (2012) 2173
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MATRIX (NNLO) (theory) 20.3 PRD 93, 092004 (2016)

� = 51 ± 0.8 ± 2.3 pb (data)
MATRIX (NNLO) (theory) 36.1 EPJC 79 (2019) 535
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LHC-HXSWG YR4 (theory) 20.3 EPJC 76 (2016) 6

� = 55.4 ± 3.1 ± 3 pb (data)
LHC-HXSWG YR4 (theory) 139 ATLAS-CONF-2019-032
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NNLO (theory) 4.6 PRD 87, 112001 (2013)
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• Phenomenal agreement with theory so far

• Very sophisticated calculations, e.g.      at NNLO+NNLL

Czakon, Mitov arXiv:1112.5675
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ADD GKK + g/q 0 e, µ, !, " 1 ! 4 j Yes 139 n = 2 2102.1087411.2 TeVMD

ADD non-resonant "" 2 " ! ! 36.7 n = 3 HLZ NLO 1707.041478.6 TeVMS

ADD QBH ! 2 j ! 37.0 n = 6 1703.091278.9 TeVMth

ADD BH multijet ! " 3 j ! 3.6 n = 6, MD = 3 TeV, rot BH 1512.025869.55 TeVMth

RS1 GKK # "" 2 " ! ! 139 k/MPl = 0.1 2102.134054.5 TeVGKK mass

Bulk RS GKK #WW /ZZ multi-channel 36.1 k/MPl = 1.0 1808.023802.3 TeVGKK mass

Bulk RS GKK #WV # #$qq 1 e, µ 2 j / 1 J Yes 139 k/MPl = 1.0 2004.146362.0 TeVGKK mass

Bulk RS gKK # tt 1 e, µ " 1 b, " 1J/2j Yes 36.1 !/m = 15% 1804.108233.8 TeVgKK mass

2UED / RPP 1 e, µ " 2 b, " 3 j Yes 36.1 Tier (1,1), B(A(1,1) # tt) = 1 1803.096781.8 TeVKK mass

SSM Z $ # ## 2 e, µ ! ! 139 1903.062485.1 TeVZ" mass

SSM Z $ # !! 2 ! ! ! 36.1 1709.072422.42 TeVZ" mass

Leptophobic Z $ # bb ! 2 b ! 36.1 1805.092992.1 TeVZ" mass

Leptophobic Z $ # tt 0 e, µ " 1 b, " 2 J Yes 139 !/m = 1.2% 2005.051384.1 TeVZ" mass

SSM W $ # #$ 1 e, µ ! Yes 139 1906.056096.0 TeVW" mass

SSM W $ # !$ 1 ! ! Yes 36.1 1801.069923.7 TeVW" mass

HVT W $ #WZ # #$qq model B 1 e, µ 2 j / 1 J Yes 139 gV = 3 2004.146364.3 TeVW" mass

HVT Z $ # ZH model B 0-2 e, µ 1-2 b Yes 139 gV = 3 ATLAS-CONF-2020-0433.2 TeVZ" mass

HVT W $ #WH model B 0 e, µ " 1 b, " 2 J 139 gV = 3 2007.052933.2 TeVW" mass

LRSM WR # tb multi-channel 36.1 1807.104733.25 TeVWR mass

LRSM WR # µNR 2 µ 1 J ! 80 m(NR) = 0.5 TeV, gL = gR 1904.126795.0 TeVWR mass

CI qqqq ! 2 j ! 37.0 %!LL 1703.0912721.8 TeV!
CI ##qq 2 e, µ ! ! 139 %!LL 2006.1294635.8 TeV!
CI eebs 2 e 1 b ! 139 g% = 1 ATLAS-CONF-2021-0121.8 TeV!
CI µµbs 2 µ 1 b ! 139 g% = 1 ATLAS-CONF-2021-0122.0 TeV!
CI tttt "1 e,µ "1 b, "1 j Yes 36.1 |C4t | = 4& 1811.023052.57 TeV!

Axial-vector med. (Dirac DM) 0 e,µ, !, " 1 ! 4 j Yes 139 gq=0.25, g'=1, m(')=1 GeV 2102.108742.1 TeVmmed

Pseudo-scalar med. (Dirac DM) 0 e,µ, !, " 1 ! 4 j Yes 139 gq=1, g'=1, m(')=1 GeV 2102.10874376 GeVmmed

Vector med. Z $-2HDM (Dirac DM) 0 e, µ 2 b Yes 139 tan (=1, gZ =0.8, m(')=100 GeV ATLAS-CONF-2021-0063.1 TeVmmed

Pseudo-scalar med. 2HDM+a 0 e, µ 2 b Yes 139 tan (=1, g'=1, m(')=10 GeV ATLAS-CONF-2021-006520 GeVmmed

Scalar reson. )# t' (Dirac DM) 0-1 e, µ 1 b, 0-1 J Yes 36.1 y=0.4, *=0.2, m(')=10 GeV 1812.097433.4 TeVm#

Scalar LQ 1st gen 2 e " 2 j Yes 139 ( = 1 2006.058721.8 TeVLQ mass

Scalar LQ 2nd gen 2 µ " 2 j Yes 139 ( = 1 2006.058721.7 TeVLQ mass

Scalar LQ 3rd gen 1 ! 2 b Yes 139 B(LQu
3 # b!) = 1 ATLAS-CONF-2021-0081.2 TeVLQu

3
mass

Scalar LQ 3rd gen 0 e, µ " 2 j, " 2 b Yes 139 B(LQu
3 # t$) = 1 2004.140601.24 TeVLQu

3
mass

Scalar LQ 3rd gen " 2e, µ, " 1!" 1 j, " 1 b ! 139 B(LQd
3 # t!) = 1 2101.115821.43 TeVLQd

3
mass

Scalar LQ 3rd gen 0 e,µ, " 1! 0 ! 2 j, 2 b Yes 139 B(LQd
3 # b$) = 1 2101.125271.26 TeVLQd

3
mass

VLQ TT # Ht/Zt/Wb + X multi-channel 36.1 SU(2) doublet 1808.023431.37 TeVT mass

VLQ BB #Wt/Zb + X multi-channel 36.1 SU(2) doublet 1808.023431.34 TeVB mass
VLQ T5/3T5/3 |T5/3 #Wt + X 2(SS)/"3 e,µ "1 b, "1 j Yes 36.1 B(T5/3 #Wt)= 1, c(T5/3Wt)= 1 1807.118831.64 TeVT5/3 mass

VLQ Y #Wb + X 1 e, µ " 1 b, " 1j Yes 36.1 B(Y #Wb)= 1, cR (Wb)= 1 1812.073431.85 TeVY mass

VLQ B # Hb + X 0 e,µ " 2 b, " 1j Yes 79.8 singlet, +B= 0.5 ATLAS-CONF-2018-0241.21 TeVB mass

VLQ QQ #WqWq 1 e, µ " 4 j Yes 20.3 1509.04261690 GeVQ mass

Excited quark q% # qg ! 2 j ! 139 only u% and d%, " = m(q%) 1910.084476.7 TeVq# mass

Excited quark q% # q" 1 " 1 j ! 36.7 only u% and d%, " = m(q%) 1709.104405.3 TeVq# mass

Excited quark b% # bg ! 1 b, 1 j ! 36.1 1805.092992.6 TeVb# mass
Excited lepton #% 3 e, µ ! ! 20.3 " = 3.0 TeV 1411.29213.0 TeV!# mass
Excited lepton $% 3 e,µ, ! ! ! 20.3 " = 1.6 TeV 1411.29211.6 TeV$# mass

Type III Seesaw 1 e, µ " 2 j Yes 139 20008.07949790 GeVN0 mass
LRSM Majorana $ 2 µ 2 j ! 36.1 m(WR ) = 4.1 TeV, gL = gR 1809.111053.2 TeVNR mass

Higgs triplet H±± # ## 2,3,4 e,µ (SS) ! ! 36.1 DY production 1710.09748870 GeVH±± mass
Higgs triplet H±± # #! 3 e,µ, ! ! ! 20.3 DY production, B(H±±

L
# #!) = 1 1411.2921400 GeVH±± mass

Multi-charged particles ! ! ! 36.1 DY production, |q| = 5e 1812.036731.22 TeVmulti-charged particle mass

Magnetic monopoles ! ! ! 34.4 DY production, |g | = 1gD , spin 1/2 1905.101302.37 TeVmonopole mass

Mass scale [TeV]10!1 1 10
$
s = 8 TeV

$
s = 13 TeV

partial data

$
s = 13 TeV
full data

ATLAS Exotics Searches* - 95% CL Upper Exclusion Limits
Status: March 2021

ATLAS Preliminary!
L dt = (3.6 – 139) fb!1

&
s = 8, 13 TeV

*Only a selection of the available mass limits on new states or phenomena is shown.

†Small-radius (large-radius) jets are denoted by the letter j (J). ATL-PHYS-PUB-2021-009

New physics searches have generated many exclusion 
limits (huge range of models, very high limits)

<latexit sha1_base64="w+xfFsQbFlDPpkg94ay0Xho/5g4=">AAAB73icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mKqMeiF48V7Ae0oWy2m3bpZhN3J0IJ/RNePCji1b/jzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEhh0HW/ncLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqmTjVjDdZLGPdCajhUijeRIGSdxLNaRRI3g7GtzO//cS1EbF6wEnC/YgOlQgFo2ilDvYCqjOc9ssVt+rOQVaJl5MK5Gj0y1+9QczSiCtkkhrT9dwE/YxqFEzyaamXGp5QNqZD3rVU0YgbP5vfOyVnVhmQMNa2FJK5+nsio5ExkyiwnRHFkVn2ZuJ/XjfF8NrPhEpS5IotFoWpJBiT2fNkIDRnKCeWUKaFvZWwEdWUoY2oZEPwll9eJa1a1bus1u4vKvWbPI4inMApnIMHV1CHO2hAExhIeIZXeHMenRfn3flYtBacfOYY/sD5/AF4KZBC</latexit>
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What is the Standard Model? 
The Leptons The Quarks 

The Higgs Mechanism The Forces 

The electromagnetic force is carried 
by the photon and is the most familiar 
of the forces in the SM. This force is the 
reason why opposite electric charges 
and magnetic poles attract each other. 
By exploiting this force, we live in a 
world today with on-demand electricity. 

The weak force is responsible for some 
radioactive decays and allows the 
neutrinos to interact with other particles 
in the SM. It is mediated by the Z and W 
particles. If the weak force did not exist, 
stars like our sun would never have 
formed.  

The strong force, carried by the gluon, 
is what holds all the atomic nuclei 
together. Without it, all atoms would 
burst apart and complex beings like us 
cannot exist. 

Problems and Questions 

The Standard Model (SM) is the best theory we have to 
describe how the fundamental constituents of nature 
(particles) behave.  

Quarks and leptons (red and green) are the particles 
that make up everything we see in the everyday world. 
They are the building blocks of atoms which themselves 
are the building blocks of life. 

The force carriers (blue) allow for particles to interact 
with one another. Without them, the universe would be 
boring. 

The Higgs particle (black) was only recently discovered 
at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC). It is responsible for 
giving other particles mass. 

All the quarks and leptons also have anti-matter cousins, 
which have exactly the same mass but opposite charge. 
For example, the electron carries a negative electric 
charge and it has an anti-matter counterpart called the 
positron which carries positive electric charge.  

The particles in the SM have a wide 
range of masses. Physicists began to 
wonder why this should be the case 
and in the 1960s, Peter Higgs among 
others came up with a theory that 
might explain the origin of mass.  

The idea is that there is a field that 
extends over the entire universe and 
different particles interact with this 
field in different ways. Particles with a 
large mass interact with it more 
strongly than particles with a small 
mass, and particles with no mass do 
not interact with it at all. 

Higgs was the first one to write down 
that the field should have a 
corresponding particle, now the 
'Higgs Particle', that you should be 
able to search for in experiments. In 
2012, it was finally found and Higgs 
was awarded the Nobel prize for his 
work in October 2013.  

H 

Hurry up! 

Those mince pies have 
 really increased  

my mass... 

The most common lepton is the 
electron and we manipulate these 
to produce electrical current.  

Muons and tauons are much the 
same as electrons except 
heavier. Although they are 
unstable and will decay into 
lighter particles, muons can live 
long enough to be detected by 
experiments such as those at the 
LHC.   

Neutrinos are the oddest 
members of the lepton family. 
They are extremely light and they 
interact only via the weak force. 
This makes them very hard to 
detect and study.    

Quarks are gregarious objects 
and prefer to stick together in 
clusters of two or three. The 
structures they form are called 
mesons and hadrons 
respectively. The most familiar 
hadrons are protons and 
neutrons, the constituents of all 
atomic nuclei. 

The top quark is the black sheep 
of the quark family. It is much 
heavier than the rest of the 
quarks and so will often decay 
before it has a chance to create 
a hadron or meson. 

! Astronomers have observed that the universe appears to be mostly made 
out of a strange substance known as dark matter. This cannot be made 
of SM particles, so what is it? 

! The SM has no explanation of gravity, but we know that gravity exists! Is 
there a way of including gravity in a particle physics framework? One idea 
is string theory.  

! The SM has many input parameters that are determined empirically and it 
provides no explanation for why those parameters should be those values. 
Supersymmetry is a theory that goes some way to reducing this problem.  

! The SM predicts that neutrinos are massless, but we observe that not to 
be the case.  

!  In everyday life, we only ever experience a few of the members of the 
quark and lepton families, so why does nature choose to have other 
members? 

! The SM says anti-matter and matter should have been created in 
approximately equal parts at the Big Bang. So where is all the anti-
matter? 

You'll never  
detect me! 

Stay close! Keep together! 

Don't stray! 

I'm so lonely... 

? 

Picture Credit: Particle Fever 
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~1800 hep-ph articles so far this year!
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What is the Standard Model? 
The Leptons The Quarks 

The Higgs Mechanism The Forces 

The electromagnetic force is carried 
by the photon and is the most familiar 
of the forces in the SM. This force is the 
reason why opposite electric charges 
and magnetic poles attract each other. 
By exploiting this force, we live in a 
world today with on-demand electricity. 

The weak force is responsible for some 
radioactive decays and allows the 
neutrinos to interact with other particles 
in the SM. It is mediated by the Z and W 
particles. If the weak force did not exist, 
stars like our sun would never have 
formed.  

The strong force, carried by the gluon, 
is what holds all the atomic nuclei 
together. Without it, all atoms would 
burst apart and complex beings like us 
cannot exist. 

Problems and Questions 

The Standard Model (SM) is the best theory we have to 
describe how the fundamental constituents of nature 
(particles) behave.  

Quarks and leptons (red and green) are the particles 
that make up everything we see in the everyday world. 
They are the building blocks of atoms which themselves 
are the building blocks of life. 

The force carriers (blue) allow for particles to interact 
with one another. Without them, the universe would be 
boring. 

The Higgs particle (black) was only recently discovered 
at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC). It is responsible for 
giving other particles mass. 

All the quarks and leptons also have anti-matter cousins, 
which have exactly the same mass but opposite charge. 
For example, the electron carries a negative electric 
charge and it has an anti-matter counterpart called the 
positron which carries positive electric charge.  

The particles in the SM have a wide 
range of masses. Physicists began to 
wonder why this should be the case 
and in the 1960s, Peter Higgs among 
others came up with a theory that 
might explain the origin of mass.  

The idea is that there is a field that 
extends over the entire universe and 
different particles interact with this 
field in different ways. Particles with a 
large mass interact with it more 
strongly than particles with a small 
mass, and particles with no mass do 
not interact with it at all. 

Higgs was the first one to write down 
that the field should have a 
corresponding particle, now the 
'Higgs Particle', that you should be 
able to search for in experiments. In 
2012, it was finally found and Higgs 
was awarded the Nobel prize for his 
work in October 2013.  
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The most common lepton is the 
electron and we manipulate these 
to produce electrical current.  

Muons and tauons are much the 
same as electrons except 
heavier. Although they are 
unstable and will decay into 
lighter particles, muons can live 
long enough to be detected by 
experiments such as those at the 
LHC.   

Neutrinos are the oddest 
members of the lepton family. 
They are extremely light and they 
interact only via the weak force. 
This makes them very hard to 
detect and study.    

Quarks are gregarious objects 
and prefer to stick together in 
clusters of two or three. The 
structures they form are called 
mesons and hadrons 
respectively. The most familiar 
hadrons are protons and 
neutrons, the constituents of all 
atomic nuclei. 

The top quark is the black sheep 
of the quark family. It is much 
heavier than the rest of the 
quarks and so will often decay 
before it has a chance to create 
a hadron or meson. 

! Astronomers have observed that the universe appears to be mostly made 
out of a strange substance known as dark matter. This cannot be made 
of SM particles, so what is it? 

! The SM has no explanation of gravity, but we know that gravity exists! Is 
there a way of including gravity in a particle physics framework? One idea 
is string theory.  

! The SM has many input parameters that are determined empirically and it 
provides no explanation for why those parameters should be those values. 
Supersymmetry is a theory that goes some way to reducing this problem.  

! The SM predicts that neutrinos are massless, but we observe that not to 
be the case.  

!  In everyday life, we only ever experience a few of the members of the 
quark and lepton families, so why does nature choose to have other 
members? 

! The SM says anti-matter and matter should have been created in 
approximately equal parts at the Big Bang. So where is all the anti-
matter? 

You'll never  
detect me! 

Stay close! Keep together! 

Don't stray! 

I'm so lonely... 
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The Standard Model has passed all tests, but we can only calculate by expansion 
in couplings, e.g.
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Standard for LHC is Next-to-Leading-Order (NLO) for SM and Beyond SM  
Possible due to

• Unitarity revolution 

• Combination with parton showers (MC@NLO, POWHEG)

Madgraph5_aMC@NLO Sherpa

Herwig 7PowhegBox

A few KEY processes at N3LO 
Amazing first cross section,


Now:  full             , VBF Higgs,            , Drell-Yan  

LO NLO NNLO NNNLO
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Anastasiou, Duhr, Dulat, Herzog, Mislberger  arXiv:1503.06056
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• Automation of subtraction
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What is the Standard Model? 
The Leptons The Quarks 

The Higgs Mechanism The Forces 

The electromagnetic force is carried 
by the photon and is the most familiar 
of the forces in the SM. This force is the 
reason why opposite electric charges 
and magnetic poles attract each other. 
By exploiting this force, we live in a 
world today with on-demand electricity. 

The weak force is responsible for some 
radioactive decays and allows the 
neutrinos to interact with other particles 
in the SM. It is mediated by the Z and W 
particles. If the weak force did not exist, 
stars like our sun would never have 
formed.  

The strong force, carried by the gluon, 
is what holds all the atomic nuclei 
together. Without it, all atoms would 
burst apart and complex beings like us 
cannot exist. 

Problems and Questions 

The Standard Model (SM) is the best theory we have to 
describe how the fundamental constituents of nature 
(particles) behave.  

Quarks and leptons (red and green) are the particles 
that make up everything we see in the everyday world. 
They are the building blocks of atoms which themselves 
are the building blocks of life. 

The force carriers (blue) allow for particles to interact 
with one another. Without them, the universe would be 
boring. 

The Higgs particle (black) was only recently discovered 
at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC). It is responsible for 
giving other particles mass. 

All the quarks and leptons also have anti-matter cousins, 
which have exactly the same mass but opposite charge. 
For example, the electron carries a negative electric 
charge and it has an anti-matter counterpart called the 
positron which carries positive electric charge.  

The particles in the SM have a wide 
range of masses. Physicists began to 
wonder why this should be the case 
and in the 1960s, Peter Higgs among 
others came up with a theory that 
might explain the origin of mass.  

The idea is that there is a field that 
extends over the entire universe and 
different particles interact with this 
field in different ways. Particles with a 
large mass interact with it more 
strongly than particles with a small 
mass, and particles with no mass do 
not interact with it at all. 

Higgs was the first one to write down 
that the field should have a 
corresponding particle, now the 
'Higgs Particle', that you should be 
able to search for in experiments. In 
2012, it was finally found and Higgs 
was awarded the Nobel prize for his 
work in October 2013.  

H 

Hurry up! 

Those mince pies have 
 really increased  

my mass... 

The most common lepton is the 
electron and we manipulate these 
to produce electrical current.  

Muons and tauons are much the 
same as electrons except 
heavier. Although they are 
unstable and will decay into 
lighter particles, muons can live 
long enough to be detected by 
experiments such as those at the 
LHC.   

Neutrinos are the oddest 
members of the lepton family. 
They are extremely light and they 
interact only via the weak force. 
This makes them very hard to 
detect and study.    

Quarks are gregarious objects 
and prefer to stick together in 
clusters of two or three. The 
structures they form are called 
mesons and hadrons 
respectively. The most familiar 
hadrons are protons and 
neutrons, the constituents of all 
atomic nuclei. 

The top quark is the black sheep 
of the quark family. It is much 
heavier than the rest of the 
quarks and so will often decay 
before it has a chance to create 
a hadron or meson. 

! Astronomers have observed that the universe appears to be mostly made 
out of a strange substance known as dark matter. This cannot be made 
of SM particles, so what is it? 

! The SM has no explanation of gravity, but we know that gravity exists! Is 
there a way of including gravity in a particle physics framework? One idea 
is string theory.  

! The SM has many input parameters that are determined empirically and it 
provides no explanation for why those parameters should be those values. 
Supersymmetry is a theory that goes some way to reducing this problem.  

! The SM predicts that neutrinos are massless, but we observe that not to 
be the case.  

!  In everyday life, we only ever experience a few of the members of the 
quark and lepton families, so why does nature choose to have other 
members? 

! The SM says anti-matter and matter should have been created in 
approximately equal parts at the Big Bang. So where is all the anti-
matter? 

You'll never  
detect me! 

Stay close! Keep together! 

Don't stray! 

I'm so lonely... 

? 

Picture Credit: Particle Fever 

? 

? 

? 

? ? 

? 

? 

6

2-loop Amplitudes Cancellation of Divergences

Lombardi, Wiesemann, Zanderighi  arXiv:2103.12077

Alioli, Broggio, Gavardi, Kallweit, Lim, Nagar, Napoletano  arXiv:2103.01214

! ! !+ + = N

Competing Approaches
   -Jettiness

Forest Formulas

…
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NAntenna Subtraction
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Nested soft-collinear
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Now have specialised calculations for many processes at NNLO (to roughly give %-level uncertainties)


•                             + parton shower (MiNNLOPS)

•                             + parton shower (GENEVA)  


Jet final states more difficult, but have e.g.                    


Two key fronts:

A few recent examples:

2021 Analytic results for:


Emphasis now on numerical stability and efficiency

Badger, Bayu Hartanto, Zoia arXiv:2102.02516 
Badger, Chaubey, Bayu Hartanto, Marzucca arXiv:2102.13450 
Abreu, Febres Cordero, Ita, Page, Sotnikov arXiv:2102.13609 

Chawdhry, Czakon, Mitov, Poncelet arXiv:2103.04319  
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What is the Standard Model? 
The Leptons The Quarks 

The Higgs Mechanism The Forces 

The electromagnetic force is carried 
by the photon and is the most familiar 
of the forces in the SM. This force is the 
reason why opposite electric charges 
and magnetic poles attract each other. 
By exploiting this force, we live in a 
world today with on-demand electricity. 

The weak force is responsible for some 
radioactive decays and allows the 
neutrinos to interact with other particles 
in the SM. It is mediated by the Z and W 
particles. If the weak force did not exist, 
stars like our sun would never have 
formed.  

The strong force, carried by the gluon, 
is what holds all the atomic nuclei 
together. Without it, all atoms would 
burst apart and complex beings like us 
cannot exist. 

Problems and Questions 

The Standard Model (SM) is the best theory we have to 
describe how the fundamental constituents of nature 
(particles) behave.  

Quarks and leptons (red and green) are the particles 
that make up everything we see in the everyday world. 
They are the building blocks of atoms which themselves 
are the building blocks of life. 

The force carriers (blue) allow for particles to interact 
with one another. Without them, the universe would be 
boring. 

The Higgs particle (black) was only recently discovered 
at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC). It is responsible for 
giving other particles mass. 

All the quarks and leptons also have anti-matter cousins, 
which have exactly the same mass but opposite charge. 
For example, the electron carries a negative electric 
charge and it has an anti-matter counterpart called the 
positron which carries positive electric charge.  

The particles in the SM have a wide 
range of masses. Physicists began to 
wonder why this should be the case 
and in the 1960s, Peter Higgs among 
others came up with a theory that 
might explain the origin of mass.  

The idea is that there is a field that 
extends over the entire universe and 
different particles interact with this 
field in different ways. Particles with a 
large mass interact with it more 
strongly than particles with a small 
mass, and particles with no mass do 
not interact with it at all. 

Higgs was the first one to write down 
that the field should have a 
corresponding particle, now the 
'Higgs Particle', that you should be 
able to search for in experiments. In 
2012, it was finally found and Higgs 
was awarded the Nobel prize for his 
work in October 2013.  

H 

Hurry up! 

Those mince pies have 
 really increased  

my mass... 

The most common lepton is the 
electron and we manipulate these 
to produce electrical current.  

Muons and tauons are much the 
same as electrons except 
heavier. Although they are 
unstable and will decay into 
lighter particles, muons can live 
long enough to be detected by 
experiments such as those at the 
LHC.   

Neutrinos are the oddest 
members of the lepton family. 
They are extremely light and they 
interact only via the weak force. 
This makes them very hard to 
detect and study.    

Quarks are gregarious objects 
and prefer to stick together in 
clusters of two or three. The 
structures they form are called 
mesons and hadrons 
respectively. The most familiar 
hadrons are protons and 
neutrons, the constituents of all 
atomic nuclei. 

The top quark is the black sheep 
of the quark family. It is much 
heavier than the rest of the 
quarks and so will often decay 
before it has a chance to create 
a hadron or meson. 

! Astronomers have observed that the universe appears to be mostly made 
out of a strange substance known as dark matter. This cannot be made 
of SM particles, so what is it? 

! The SM has no explanation of gravity, but we know that gravity exists! Is 
there a way of including gravity in a particle physics framework? One idea 
is string theory.  

! The SM has many input parameters that are determined empirically and it 
provides no explanation for why those parameters should be those values. 
Supersymmetry is a theory that goes some way to reducing this problem.  

! The SM predicts that neutrinos are massless, but we observe that not to 
be the case.  

!  In everyday life, we only ever experience a few of the members of the 
quark and lepton families, so why does nature choose to have other 
members? 

! The SM says anti-matter and matter should have been created in 
approximately equal parts at the Big Bang. So where is all the anti-
matter? 

You'll never  
detect me! 

Stay close! Keep together! 

Don't stray! 

I'm so lonely... 

? 

Picture Credit: Particle Fever 
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Fixed order isn’t always enough, e.g. been using parton showers for 30+ years for soft/coll. emissions at all 


 

 Multiple scales                                   Logs

Disparate scales                                Trouble
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log(pT /mH)

NNLL  Cieri, Coradeschi, de Florian arXiv:1505.03162

12 jets with pT > 50 GeV at CMS (13 TeV)
Image Copyright CERN

Many coloured-charged, hard particles with     ,     ,     


Large logs in            damage convergence of pert. expansion


Fortunately, the matrix elements of these processes simplify in 

the High Energy limit:                          finite


Can sum up all  
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Andersen, JMS arXiv:0908.2786, 0910.5113
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What is the Standard Model? 
The Leptons The Quarks 

The Higgs Mechanism The Forces 

The electromagnetic force is carried 
by the photon and is the most familiar 
of the forces in the SM. This force is the 
reason why opposite electric charges 
and magnetic poles attract each other. 
By exploiting this force, we live in a 
world today with on-demand electricity. 

The weak force is responsible for some 
radioactive decays and allows the 
neutrinos to interact with other particles 
in the SM. It is mediated by the Z and W 
particles. If the weak force did not exist, 
stars like our sun would never have 
formed.  

The strong force, carried by the gluon, 
is what holds all the atomic nuclei 
together. Without it, all atoms would 
burst apart and complex beings like us 
cannot exist. 

Problems and Questions 

The Standard Model (SM) is the best theory we have to 
describe how the fundamental constituents of nature 
(particles) behave.  

Quarks and leptons (red and green) are the particles 
that make up everything we see in the everyday world. 
They are the building blocks of atoms which themselves 
are the building blocks of life. 

The force carriers (blue) allow for particles to interact 
with one another. Without them, the universe would be 
boring. 

The Higgs particle (black) was only recently discovered 
at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC). It is responsible for 
giving other particles mass. 

All the quarks and leptons also have anti-matter cousins, 
which have exactly the same mass but opposite charge. 
For example, the electron carries a negative electric 
charge and it has an anti-matter counterpart called the 
positron which carries positive electric charge.  

The particles in the SM have a wide 
range of masses. Physicists began to 
wonder why this should be the case 
and in the 1960s, Peter Higgs among 
others came up with a theory that 
might explain the origin of mass.  

The idea is that there is a field that 
extends over the entire universe and 
different particles interact with this 
field in different ways. Particles with a 
large mass interact with it more 
strongly than particles with a small 
mass, and particles with no mass do 
not interact with it at all. 

Higgs was the first one to write down 
that the field should have a 
corresponding particle, now the 
'Higgs Particle', that you should be 
able to search for in experiments. In 
2012, it was finally found and Higgs 
was awarded the Nobel prize for his 
work in October 2013.  

H 

Hurry up! 

Those mince pies have 
 really increased  

my mass... 

The most common lepton is the 
electron and we manipulate these 
to produce electrical current.  

Muons and tauons are much the 
same as electrons except 
heavier. Although they are 
unstable and will decay into 
lighter particles, muons can live 
long enough to be detected by 
experiments such as those at the 
LHC.   

Neutrinos are the oddest 
members of the lepton family. 
They are extremely light and they 
interact only via the weak force. 
This makes them very hard to 
detect and study.    

Quarks are gregarious objects 
and prefer to stick together in 
clusters of two or three. The 
structures they form are called 
mesons and hadrons 
respectively. The most familiar 
hadrons are protons and 
neutrons, the constituents of all 
atomic nuclei. 

The top quark is the black sheep 
of the quark family. It is much 
heavier than the rest of the 
quarks and so will often decay 
before it has a chance to create 
a hadron or meson. 

! Astronomers have observed that the universe appears to be mostly made 
out of a strange substance known as dark matter. This cannot be made 
of SM particles, so what is it? 

! The SM has no explanation of gravity, but we know that gravity exists! Is 
there a way of including gravity in a particle physics framework? One idea 
is string theory.  

! The SM has many input parameters that are determined empirically and it 
provides no explanation for why those parameters should be those values. 
Supersymmetry is a theory that goes some way to reducing this problem.  

! The SM predicts that neutrinos are massless, but we observe that not to 
be the case.  

!  In everyday life, we only ever experience a few of the members of the 
quark and lepton families, so why does nature choose to have other 
members? 

! The SM says anti-matter and matter should have been created in 
approximately equal parts at the Big Bang. So where is all the anti-
matter? 

You'll never  
detect me! 

Stay close! Keep together! 

Don't stray! 

I'm so lonely... 

? 

Picture Credit: Particle Fever 
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Ongoing work to combine log treatment with NLO and PS
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High-energy limit of matrix elements allows inclusion of quark masses 
in Higgs couplings to arbitrary multiplicity (fixed order, H+3j LO)


Cuts to study            couplings in        (VBF) require large rapidity and 

This exactly enhances the logs!
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What is the Standard Model? 
The Leptons The Quarks 

The Higgs Mechanism The Forces 

The electromagnetic force is carried 
by the photon and is the most familiar 
of the forces in the SM. This force is the 
reason why opposite electric charges 
and magnetic poles attract each other. 
By exploiting this force, we live in a 
world today with on-demand electricity. 

The weak force is responsible for some 
radioactive decays and allows the 
neutrinos to interact with other particles 
in the SM. It is mediated by the Z and W 
particles. If the weak force did not exist, 
stars like our sun would never have 
formed.  

The strong force, carried by the gluon, 
is what holds all the atomic nuclei 
together. Without it, all atoms would 
burst apart and complex beings like us 
cannot exist. 

Problems and Questions 

The Standard Model (SM) is the best theory we have to 
describe how the fundamental constituents of nature 
(particles) behave.  

Quarks and leptons (red and green) are the particles 
that make up everything we see in the everyday world. 
They are the building blocks of atoms which themselves 
are the building blocks of life. 

The force carriers (blue) allow for particles to interact 
with one another. Without them, the universe would be 
boring. 

The Higgs particle (black) was only recently discovered 
at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC). It is responsible for 
giving other particles mass. 

All the quarks and leptons also have anti-matter cousins, 
which have exactly the same mass but opposite charge. 
For example, the electron carries a negative electric 
charge and it has an anti-matter counterpart called the 
positron which carries positive electric charge.  

The particles in the SM have a wide 
range of masses. Physicists began to 
wonder why this should be the case 
and in the 1960s, Peter Higgs among 
others came up with a theory that 
might explain the origin of mass.  

The idea is that there is a field that 
extends over the entire universe and 
different particles interact with this 
field in different ways. Particles with a 
large mass interact with it more 
strongly than particles with a small 
mass, and particles with no mass do 
not interact with it at all. 

Higgs was the first one to write down 
that the field should have a 
corresponding particle, now the 
'Higgs Particle', that you should be 
able to search for in experiments. In 
2012, it was finally found and Higgs 
was awarded the Nobel prize for his 
work in October 2013.  

H 

Hurry up! 

Those mince pies have 
 really increased  

my mass... 

The most common lepton is the 
electron and we manipulate these 
to produce electrical current.  

Muons and tauons are much the 
same as electrons except 
heavier. Although they are 
unstable and will decay into 
lighter particles, muons can live 
long enough to be detected by 
experiments such as those at the 
LHC.   

Neutrinos are the oddest 
members of the lepton family. 
They are extremely light and they 
interact only via the weak force. 
This makes them very hard to 
detect and study.    

Quarks are gregarious objects 
and prefer to stick together in 
clusters of two or three. The 
structures they form are called 
mesons and hadrons 
respectively. The most familiar 
hadrons are protons and 
neutrons, the constituents of all 
atomic nuclei. 

The top quark is the black sheep 
of the quark family. It is much 
heavier than the rest of the 
quarks and so will often decay 
before it has a chance to create 
a hadron or meson. 

! Astronomers have observed that the universe appears to be mostly made 
out of a strange substance known as dark matter. This cannot be made 
of SM particles, so what is it? 

! The SM has no explanation of gravity, but we know that gravity exists! Is 
there a way of including gravity in a particle physics framework? One idea 
is string theory.  

! The SM has many input parameters that are determined empirically and it 
provides no explanation for why those parameters should be those values. 
Supersymmetry is a theory that goes some way to reducing this problem.  

! The SM predicts that neutrinos are massless, but we observe that not to 
be the case.  

!  In everyday life, we only ever experience a few of the members of the 
quark and lepton families, so why does nature choose to have other 
members? 

! The SM says anti-matter and matter should have been created in 
approximately equal parts at the Big Bang. So where is all the anti-
matter? 

You'll never  
detect me! 

Stay close! Keep together! 

Don't stray! 

I'm so lonely... 

? 

Picture Credit: Particle Fever 
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We now have a few persistent possible signs of new physics

<latexit sha1_base64="iKvKkkZJ7G08UOlHFYNbjtW0bmg="></latexit>

RKX =
B(B ! KXµ+µ�)

B(B ! KXe+e�)

• Both hint at greater differences between electrons and muons than in the SM


• Both require difficult calculations of hadronic contributions

7
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`
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FIG. 2: Numerically leading contributions to the decay rate of B ! K`` in the high q2-region. (a) and (b) O7 and O9,10 short distance
contributions. These contributions are proportional to the local (short distance) form factors. (c) long distance charm-loop contribution which
in (naive) factorisation is proportional to the same form factor times the charm vacuum polarisation hc(q

2). The charm bubble itself is the full
non-perturbative vacuum polarisation since it is extracted directly from the data.

Oc

1,2 which have sizeable Wilson coefficients.) In this section we employ the (naive)6 factorisation approximation (FA) for
which,

hK|C1Oc

1 + C2Oc

2|Bi|FA / (C1 + C2/3)fB!K

+ (q2)hc(q
2) , (13)

the matrix element factorises into the charm vacuum polarisation hc times the short distance form factor as defined in Eq. (A.7).
This contribution has got the same form factor dependence as C9 and can therefore be absorbed into an effective Wilson coeffi-
cient Ce↵

9 (A.9) and (A.10). The combination C1+C2/3 is known as the “colour suppressed" combination of Wilson coefficients
because of a substantial cancellation of the two Wilson coefficients (c.f. appendix A 3). This point will be addressed when we
discuss the estimate of the O(↵s)-corrections.

B. SM-B ! K`` in factorisation

Our SM prediction with lattice form factors [12] (c.f. appendix A 2 for more details), for the B ! K``-rate are shown in
Fig. 3 against the LHCb data [1, 13]. It is apparent to the eye that the resonance effects, in (naive) factorisation, turn out to have
the wrong sign! Not only that but they also seem more pronounced in the data which will be reflected in the fits to be described
below.

IV. COMBINED FITS TO BESII AND LHCB DATA IN AND BEYOND FACTORISATION

Before addressing the relevant issue of corrections to the SM-FA in section V, we present a series combined fits to the BESII
and LHCb-data. We first describe the fit models before commenting on the results towards the end of the section. The number of
fit parameters and the number of d.o.f., denoted by ⌫, are given in brackets below. We take 78 BESII data points and 39 LHCb
bins, excluding the last bin which has a negative entry, amounting to a total of 117 data points.

a) Normalisation of the rate, (17 = 1⌘B + 16res fit-parameter ⌘B, ⌫ = 117 � 17 � 1 = 99)
In the FA the normalisation of the rate is given by the form factors f+,T (q2). Since the latter are closely related in the
high q2-region by Isgur-Wise relation this amounts effectively to an overall normalisation. To be precise we parameterise
the pre-factor, inserted into (A.1) with ml = 0 for the sake of illustration, as follows

d�

dq2

B!K`
+
`
�

/ ⌘B(|HV |2 + |HA|2) , (14)

where V and A refer to the lepton polarisation.

6 The term naive refers to the fact that in this approximation the scale dependence of the Wilson coefficients Ci is not compensated by the corresponding scale
dependence of the matrix elements, a point to be discussed in the forthcoming section.

LHCb arXiv:2103.11769 Muon g-2  arXiv:2104.03281
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aµ = g � 2
See Eva Gersabeck’s and 
Rebecca Chislett’s Talks
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What is the Standard Model? 
The Leptons The Quarks 

The Higgs Mechanism The Forces 

The electromagnetic force is carried 
by the photon and is the most familiar 
of the forces in the SM. This force is the 
reason why opposite electric charges 
and magnetic poles attract each other. 
By exploiting this force, we live in a 
world today with on-demand electricity. 

The weak force is responsible for some 
radioactive decays and allows the 
neutrinos to interact with other particles 
in the SM. It is mediated by the Z and W 
particles. If the weak force did not exist, 
stars like our sun would never have 
formed.  

The strong force, carried by the gluon, 
is what holds all the atomic nuclei 
together. Without it, all atoms would 
burst apart and complex beings like us 
cannot exist. 

Problems and Questions 

The Standard Model (SM) is the best theory we have to 
describe how the fundamental constituents of nature 
(particles) behave.  

Quarks and leptons (red and green) are the particles 
that make up everything we see in the everyday world. 
They are the building blocks of atoms which themselves 
are the building blocks of life. 

The force carriers (blue) allow for particles to interact 
with one another. Without them, the universe would be 
boring. 

The Higgs particle (black) was only recently discovered 
at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC). It is responsible for 
giving other particles mass. 

All the quarks and leptons also have anti-matter cousins, 
which have exactly the same mass but opposite charge. 
For example, the electron carries a negative electric 
charge and it has an anti-matter counterpart called the 
positron which carries positive electric charge.  

The particles in the SM have a wide 
range of masses. Physicists began to 
wonder why this should be the case 
and in the 1960s, Peter Higgs among 
others came up with a theory that 
might explain the origin of mass.  

The idea is that there is a field that 
extends over the entire universe and 
different particles interact with this 
field in different ways. Particles with a 
large mass interact with it more 
strongly than particles with a small 
mass, and particles with no mass do 
not interact with it at all. 

Higgs was the first one to write down 
that the field should have a 
corresponding particle, now the 
'Higgs Particle', that you should be 
able to search for in experiments. In 
2012, it was finally found and Higgs 
was awarded the Nobel prize for his 
work in October 2013.  

H 

Hurry up! 

Those mince pies have 
 really increased  

my mass... 

The most common lepton is the 
electron and we manipulate these 
to produce electrical current.  

Muons and tauons are much the 
same as electrons except 
heavier. Although they are 
unstable and will decay into 
lighter particles, muons can live 
long enough to be detected by 
experiments such as those at the 
LHC.   

Neutrinos are the oddest 
members of the lepton family. 
They are extremely light and they 
interact only via the weak force. 
This makes them very hard to 
detect and study.    

Quarks are gregarious objects 
and prefer to stick together in 
clusters of two or three. The 
structures they form are called 
mesons and hadrons 
respectively. The most familiar 
hadrons are protons and 
neutrons, the constituents of all 
atomic nuclei. 

The top quark is the black sheep 
of the quark family. It is much 
heavier than the rest of the 
quarks and so will often decay 
before it has a chance to create 
a hadron or meson. 

! Astronomers have observed that the universe appears to be mostly made 
out of a strange substance known as dark matter. This cannot be made 
of SM particles, so what is it? 

! The SM has no explanation of gravity, but we know that gravity exists! Is 
there a way of including gravity in a particle physics framework? One idea 
is string theory.  

! The SM has many input parameters that are determined empirically and it 
provides no explanation for why those parameters should be those values. 
Supersymmetry is a theory that goes some way to reducing this problem.  

! The SM predicts that neutrinos are massless, but we observe that not to 
be the case.  

!  In everyday life, we only ever experience a few of the members of the 
quark and lepton families, so why does nature choose to have other 
members? 

! The SM says anti-matter and matter should have been created in 
approximately equal parts at the Big Bang. So where is all the anti-
matter? 

You'll never  
detect me! 

Stay close! Keep together! 

Don't stray! 

I'm so lonely... 

? 
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The Standard Model Effective Field Theory (SMEFT) is a framework to study new interactions without assumptions 
about the underlying model.


Lagrangian becomes:
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What is the Standard Model? 
The Leptons The Quarks 

The Higgs Mechanism The Forces 

The electromagnetic force is carried 
by the photon and is the most familiar 
of the forces in the SM. This force is the 
reason why opposite electric charges 
and magnetic poles attract each other. 
By exploiting this force, we live in a 
world today with on-demand electricity. 

The weak force is responsible for some 
radioactive decays and allows the 
neutrinos to interact with other particles 
in the SM. It is mediated by the Z and W 
particles. If the weak force did not exist, 
stars like our sun would never have 
formed.  

The strong force, carried by the gluon, 
is what holds all the atomic nuclei 
together. Without it, all atoms would 
burst apart and complex beings like us 
cannot exist. 

Problems and Questions 

The Standard Model (SM) is the best theory we have to 
describe how the fundamental constituents of nature 
(particles) behave.  

Quarks and leptons (red and green) are the particles 
that make up everything we see in the everyday world. 
They are the building blocks of atoms which themselves 
are the building blocks of life. 

The force carriers (blue) allow for particles to interact 
with one another. Without them, the universe would be 
boring. 

The Higgs particle (black) was only recently discovered 
at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC). It is responsible for 
giving other particles mass. 

All the quarks and leptons also have anti-matter cousins, 
which have exactly the same mass but opposite charge. 
For example, the electron carries a negative electric 
charge and it has an anti-matter counterpart called the 
positron which carries positive electric charge.  

The particles in the SM have a wide 
range of masses. Physicists began to 
wonder why this should be the case 
and in the 1960s, Peter Higgs among 
others came up with a theory that 
might explain the origin of mass.  

The idea is that there is a field that 
extends over the entire universe and 
different particles interact with this 
field in different ways. Particles with a 
large mass interact with it more 
strongly than particles with a small 
mass, and particles with no mass do 
not interact with it at all. 

Higgs was the first one to write down 
that the field should have a 
corresponding particle, now the 
'Higgs Particle', that you should be 
able to search for in experiments. In 
2012, it was finally found and Higgs 
was awarded the Nobel prize for his 
work in October 2013.  

H 

Hurry up! 

Those mince pies have 
 really increased  

my mass... 

The most common lepton is the 
electron and we manipulate these 
to produce electrical current.  

Muons and tauons are much the 
same as electrons except 
heavier. Although they are 
unstable and will decay into 
lighter particles, muons can live 
long enough to be detected by 
experiments such as those at the 
LHC.   

Neutrinos are the oddest 
members of the lepton family. 
They are extremely light and they 
interact only via the weak force. 
This makes them very hard to 
detect and study.    

Quarks are gregarious objects 
and prefer to stick together in 
clusters of two or three. The 
structures they form are called 
mesons and hadrons 
respectively. The most familiar 
hadrons are protons and 
neutrons, the constituents of all 
atomic nuclei. 

The top quark is the black sheep 
of the quark family. It is much 
heavier than the rest of the 
quarks and so will often decay 
before it has a chance to create 
a hadron or meson. 

! Astronomers have observed that the universe appears to be mostly made 
out of a strange substance known as dark matter. This cannot be made 
of SM particles, so what is it? 

! The SM has no explanation of gravity, but we know that gravity exists! Is 
there a way of including gravity in a particle physics framework? One idea 
is string theory.  

! The SM has many input parameters that are determined empirically and it 
provides no explanation for why those parameters should be those values. 
Supersymmetry is a theory that goes some way to reducing this problem.  

! The SM predicts that neutrinos are massless, but we observe that not to 
be the case.  

!  In everyday life, we only ever experience a few of the members of the 
quark and lepton families, so why does nature choose to have other 
members? 

! The SM says anti-matter and matter should have been created in 
approximately equal parts at the Big Bang. So where is all the anti-
matter? 

You'll never  
detect me! 

Stay close! Keep together! 

Don't stray! 

I'm so lonely... 

? 
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• We still have a lot to learn from the LHC! At least 15 more years of data, integrated luminosity x 20!


• Experimental precision is pushing theory to the limit…


• … and we’re responding!

Exciting times ahead!Images Copyright CERN See Jon Butterworth’s Talk


