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www.findaphd.com

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu

https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/how-to/find-job_en

https://academicpositions.com/

https://www.phdportal.com/countries/82/
united-states.html

http://www.findaphd.com/
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/how-to/find-job_en
https://academicpositions.com/
https://www.phdportal.com/countries/82/united-states.html
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I How to Start: Important Sites – Best for The UK: www.findaphd.com

Mainly for 
EU students

For All 
Internationals

If you have your 
own funding

Keyword to 
investigate

Type of 
Funding

http://www.findaphd.com/
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DEADLINE!

Contact Person

UK BIH US/EU
1        9.5, 10.0     3.7

2.1      8.5, 9.0       3.3
2.2      7.5, 8.0       3.0      

More info + 
contact

Use only if there is no contact 
indicated at the top of the page

Link for the ONLINE 
application

Guarantees there is 
funding for the 
international students

I How to Start: Important Sites – Best for The UK: www.findaphd.com

http://www.findaphd.com/
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Publish Date

DEADLINE

BUG! Sometimes the deadline is indicated 
as the date you entered the site, but that 
often means the position is ONGOING, or 
ALL-YEAR LONG, so always double check!

I How to Start: Important Sites – Best for EU: www.academicpositions.com

http://www.academicpositions.com/
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10 days before 
the deadline, 
you get notified 
via email!

I How to Start: Important Sites – Best for EU 2: www.euraxess.ec.europa.eu

http://www.euraxess.ec.europa.eu/
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I How to Start: Important Sites – Good for EU: 
ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/how-to/find-job_en

https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/how-to/find-job_en


21/05/2021 10/47

Gives an indication 
of how much it costs, 
and NOT how much 
you would be paid.

I How to Start: Important Sites – Good for The US: www.phdportal.com

http://www.phdportal.com/
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+ Local Government Scholarships, DAAD (Germany) + UNI-specific 
(check out each uni of interest and their internal pots of funding you can apply to – highly 
recommendable to get in touch with potential supervisors, as they will know the best)

I How to Start: Important Sites – Other Scholarships: www.scholarships.com

http://www.scholarships.com/
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PLAN

I How to Start: Plan, Motive and Discipline

Use EVERNOTE or alike
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INNER PEACE

MOTIVE

I How to Start: Plan, Motive and Discipline



21/05/2021 14/47

DISCIPLINE

Graph by Prof. A.J. Reader

Analogous to LUCK

I How to Start: Plan, Motive and Discipline
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 Do NOT write your own references!

 Ask 2 or 3 (or more) of your professors or others EARLY!

 A draft should be ready BEFORE THE DEADLINE!

 They usually receive a link where they upload the ref or sometimes you get a link.

 Let your referees know where and when you are applying (approximately).

 But also make them understand that there may be more positions you will be applying to!

 It should include a description of you as an academic personality (student, researcher),
your main qualities and it would be particularly beneficial if they could write
WHERE, WHEN and HOW you specifically have demonstrated your abilities with respect to others.

II Primary (on-paper) Application – Structure: REFERENCES 
LOGO

DATE

CONTENT

SIGNATURE, 
POSITION 

DESCRIPTION
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 Collect your diplomas, scan them and make them ready for upload (usually just a pdf document, all separated/together).

 If your certificates are not in English, translate them via a certified interpreters (court interpreters) and prepare them with 
the originals in pdf ready for upload!

 VIP! diplomas: graduation diploma, interim grades transcript so make sure to get them well before the application 
deadline! Get in touch with your universities (student affairs) early. 

 If you cannot obtain the graduation diploma before the deadline, make sure to indicate in your u application that the 
process of obtaining the graduation diploma is ONGOING and add the expected graduation date + get a confirmation from 
the university that the program is still ongoing (or finalized), that you are still a student, but that you are expected to 
graduate at the certified time based on your current academic performance.

 Additional Diplomas (awards, special mentions, conferences, workshops, extracurricular programs, competitions, 
Olympiads): sort them out by relevance and/or date of obtaining them in a single pdf file.

II Primary (on-paper) Application – Structure: DIPLOMAS 
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 The most important ones for the UK, EU and the others: ENGLISH – TOEFL, IELTS!
Others: https://www.britishcouncil.org/exam/uk-boards-overseas/english-language

 Register EARLY – way BEFORE the deadline for application 
(but don’t give up on applying just because you don’t have the TOEFL score ready -
sometimes they allow exceptions or time for you to complete them).

 They cost 170 GBP each!

 It costs extra to send the official score to the universities – but usually that is not essential!
In PhD applications, universities usually accept the non-official TOEFL/IELTS score in pdf, 
OR just the test ID number and your score (check the REQUIREMENTS part of the application).

 Some programs accept the official university confirmation letters stating that the program 
language of instruction is English. In that case you do not need TOEFL/IELTS.  
Check the REQUIREMENTS part of the application before applying!

 For USA: depends on the program, but usually:
TOEFL/IELTS +
GRE GENERAL TEST + GRE SUBJECT TEST!

TOEFL: https://www.ets.org/toefl/rpdt/register/centers_dates/

IELTS: 
https://takeielts.britishcouncil.org
/choose-ielts/global-test-dates

II Primary (on-paper) Application – Structure: STANDARDIZED TESTS 

https://www.britishcouncil.org/exam/uk-boards-overseas/english-language
https://www.ets.org/toefl/rpdt/register/centers_dates/
https://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/choose-ielts/global-test-dates
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 Make a high-quality, neat, good-on-paper CV using MINIMALISTIC and SPECIFIC APPROACH!

II Primary (on-paper) Application – Structure: CV
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 In the letter you should answer the 3 VIP! questions:
1. WHY THE CHOSEN AREA (and how is it relevant for your further career plans)?
2. WHY THIS PROGRAM (at this university, with this supervisor, on this project)?
3. WHY YOU (your qualities, what you can contribute to, what you can learn, etc.)?

 Make them see from the way you write that you are enthusiastic, eager to learn and determined!

 Avoid being vague, be specific with clear examples and avoid using subjective sentences.

II Primary (on-paper) Application – Structure: MOTIVATIONAL LETTER



21/05/2021 22/47

II Primary (on-paper) Application – Structure: MOTIVATIONAL LETTER
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 Organize yourselves to collect all the right documents in time, APPLY EARLY, and practice and train ahead of the interview!

1. Do the English tests (if necessary), and all other relevant standardized tests.
2. Search the sites + plan + contact the relevant person (usually your future supervisor(s)).
3. Select the position(s) you wish to apply for.
4. Contact your referees.
5. Collect the diplomas.
6. Prepare the „good-on-paper“ CV.
7. Prepare the Motivational Letter for the selected position.
8. Apply for the selected position.
9. Modify all of the above for the next position(s) you selected.
10. Repeat!
11. Interview.
12. Accept and reject.
13. Enjoy the iterative process!

II Primary (on-paper) Application – Structure: THE TIMELINE
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 Send emails of enquiry and contact the potential supervisors about their research and your interests!

III Interview – THE BEFORE
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 Ask about the interview itself!

III Interview – THE BEFORE



21/05/2021 28/47

 TRAIN!

III Interview – THE BEFORE



21/05/2021 29/47

5 MAGIC TERMS YOU ARE USING TO ASSESS THE GROUP TOO:

INTERDISCIPLINARITY

GROUP ACTIVITY: research output + citations

COLLEGIALITY

GREAT STUDENT-PROFESSOR INTERACTION

EAGER TO LEARN/STUDY THIS ... WORK ON THAT… IMPROVE/GROW

III Interview – STRUCTURE: Discussion of your primary application

 Be ready to discuss your CV and Motivational Letter!
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Simple Questions from the Field, 

Questions on the Technicalities From Your CV, 

Discussion of a Project You Did, 

Discussion of a Scientific Paper, 

Your Future Tasks.

III Interview – STRUCTURE: Technical Part
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Project Presentation

 1 slide = 1 min! Usually max time = 10 min + 5/10 min for questions (as in conferences) → Have max. 10-11 slides!

 Use little text, a lot of visuals!

 Present your results in graphs rather than tables, if possible!

 Presentations usually follow the same structure the scientific articles do: 
INTRO + METHODS + RESULTS + DISCUSSION + CONCLUSION,
but do NOT name the slides using those terms...

 Choose to present the most relevant project for the position you are applying to. 

 Think about the audience: do not underestimate them (no need to mention the trivial matters), but do not overestimate 
them either (avoid using jargon, abbreviations etc., because the aim of a scientific presentation is to communicate your 
research to the audience – meaning they need to understand you regardless of what their criteria for judging you are).

 Can potentially use analogies to get a point across...

 AIM: what will your audience learn/gain from this, 
how is this beneficial for them?!

 PERFORMANCE AIM: SELL YOURSELVES!

III Interview – STRUCTURE: Technical Part
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For ppt planning

Project PresentationProject Presentation

III Interview – STRUCTURE: Technical Part
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Project Presentation

III Interview – STRUCTURE: Technical Part
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1. Study well what your interviewers do.

2. Critically assess and discuss some of their research findings/articles/follow-ups.

3. Ask about the group rhythm, meetings, experiments, your tasks, how much is the project prone to change, etc.

III Interview – STRUCTURE: Counter-Attack
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 Be CONFIDENT, you’ve trained hard for this, now is the time to sell your best selves.

 Maximize Signal to Noise Ratio.

 Make sure your audience understand you and you are able to keep their focus.

 Accept all the feedback, particularly negative feedback, and encourage negative feedback.

 Always be courteous.

III Interview – DURING
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 Send email expressing gratitude within the 24h after the interview!

III Interview – AFTER
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 Timely reject the positions you would not like to proceed with!

III Interview – AFTER
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 Simply ACCEPT the one YOU would like to continue with. 

III Interview – AFTER
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21/05/2021



OVERVIEW 1

40

I How to start?
Important Sites: findaphd, euraxess, academic positions etc.
Plan, Motive, Discipline: yearly-monthly-weekly-daily plans + inner peace + luck optimisation!

II PRIMARY (on-paper) APPLICATION
Structure

References: contact 2 or 3 professors/referees early;
Diplomas: graduation diploma/confirmation you are still a student + interim grades transcript;
Standardized Tests: English – TOEFL and IELTS;
CV: neat + specific + minimalistic approach;
Motivational Letter: 3 VIP pitanja – why the chosen areas + why this program + why me!

Timeline: plan ahead and be ready to modify your applications!

III INTERVIEW
BEFORE: contact the supervisors for more information about the program and interview;

STRUCTURE
Primary Application Discussion: be ready to discuss motivation and CV;
5 magic words: interdisciplinarity + collegiality + active program + great prof-student interaction + very eager to work on this/study that

Technical Part: CV questions + Your Projects + Article/Their Project Discussion
Counter-Attack: Ask questions about the project, program, a scientific method…

DURING: be confident, determined, make them hear you, understand you, embrace criticality;
AFTER: send thank-you email, reject timely, accept accordingly and keep it all up!

21/05/2021



21/05/2021 41

https://www.imagingcdt.com/

https://www.imagingcdt.com/


Conclusions

Potentially Important for the Emerging Field of MR-guided Hadron therapy.

This material was prepared and presented within the HITRIplus Heavy Ion Therapy MasterClass School, and it is
intended for educational purposes to facilitate students; people interested to use any of the material for any other
purposes (such as other lectures, courses etc.) are kindly requested to please contact the author Amer Ajanovic at
ajan.amer@gmail.com

THANK YOU ajan.amer@gmail.com

mailto:ajan.amer@gmail.com

