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Pedagogical beliefs of South African physics
teachers for inquiry approaches
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This study investigated the relationship between the pedagogical beliefs of South African physics teachers and
their preferred instructional approaches to inquiry. A key curriculum goal in school science education in many
countries is inquiry-based learning. The results of a quantitative survey that was administered to 163 teachers
revealed there was an association between the pedagogical beliefs of teachers and their preferred instruction
approaches. With regards to teachers who perceived themselves as having constructivist pedagogical beliefs,
there was a strong positive association between such beliefs and their preference for guided inquiry and open
inquiry.
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