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Physics textbooks have been generally viewed as important tools that provide reliable information that sup-
ports and enhances students’understanding of critical concepts. This paper investigates whether physics text-
books have met these goals, and how well they have adapted to inquiry-based teaching and on-line learning.
The presented study is a literature review about physics textbook evaluation. Research concerning physics
textbooks from different countries are discussed and analysed, and a broad overview about aspects that influ-
ence the efficacy of physics textbooks are presented. Studies investigating the importance and influence of
digital textbooks (and similar online resources) are also analysed.
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