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Introduction

The Action Plan on CERN Associated Membership
2017–2021, approved back in 2016 by the National
Strategic Council for Research, Development and
Innovation under the chairmanship of the Prime
Minister, indicates Ministry of Education, Science and
Sport as the main coordinator and the Ministry of
Economy and Innovation in charge of industrial
networking and establishment of CERN Business
Incubation Centres (BICs).



The new Government, formed in December after
ordinary elections of the Seimas (Parliament) in the fall
of 2020, envisages its considerable attention paid to
the added value of products and services originating in
Lithuania, necessarily revising the funding of quality
studies and research as the basis for the former.



The Lithuanian Innovation Centre (LIC) – a public
institution with the Ministry of Economy and
Innovations, the Ministry of Education, Science and
Sport, and the Confederation of Lithuanian Industrialists
as its shareholders – is performing also as a national
Liaison Office for CERN in industry.





In 2020, no particular changes or additions have been
implemented in defining the representation of Lithuania
at CERN by the Minister of Education, Science and Sport.
Lithuania now has assigned representatives for the CERN
knowledge transfer, the CERN knowledge from physics to
medicine transfer, and an observer at the European
Strategy Group. The representative of Lithuania at CERN
Member State thematic Teacher and Student forum has
been identified.





The collaboration with Latvia and Estonia regarding CERN
areas of interests and the share of best practices has
developed further within the CERN Baltic Group (CBG)
established in 2018, where Kaunas University of
Technology (KTU) and Vilnius University (VU) participate
since the inception. Vytautas Magnus University in
Kaunas became a member of CBG on October 12, 2020.
Two general meetings of the group took place in 2020. A
meeting of CBG CMS subgroup was organized on May 7,
2020.





The Baltic Assembly (BA), an international organization
for co-operation between the parliaments of Lithuania,
Latvia and Estonia, adopted a resolution addressing
parliaments, governments and the Baltic Council of
Ministers on new partnerships in education, science and
research, mentioning CERN. In the resolution, the BA
called for the empowerment of potential of cooperation
with CERN for the development of science, research and
technology in the Baltic States, by commensuration of
support from national budgets with the national CERN
membership fees.





Yesterday – 26 April, 2021 – coordinators for the
Lithuanian national CERN Teacher program have been
appointed by the Minister of Education, Science and
Sport: Dr Aušra Kynienė of the Vilnius University Faculty
of Physics and Ms. Albina Vilimienė of the National
Education Agency.
Lithuania does not participate at all in a similar thematic
CERN Scientific Computing forum, having no particularly
powerful scientific computing facilities or any CERN Tier
nodes.



The performance of research and industry in CERN
related areas remains on political agenda. The financial
duty of year 2020 for CERN was fulfilled. The
representatives of Lithuania regularly participate in the
sessions CERN Council and its Committees. The
summaries of reports in Lithuanian, provided by
representatives, are published on the website of the
Lithuanian Academy of Sciences.





Research and development in 2020

The research and development related to CERN
programmes was further supported according to the
Action plan for a period of 2018–2020 approved by the
Minister of Education, Science and Sport (Action Plan).
The Lithuanian Academy of Sciences coordinated
implementation of seven high quality R&D projects
carried out by research groups since 2019 and planned
for two calendar years, until the end of 2020.





The yearly reports of all the groups received positive
responses from expert evaluators, the applications for
funding in 2021–2022 have been obtained from the
same 7 as well as 3 new groups, now 10 in total.





In addition to the state budgetary funding, two VU teams
have been successful in getting proposals from CERN
itself for participation in CERN activities:

IT R&D group at VU to develop and support the CMS
online software in 2020;

group at VU Applied electrodynamics and
telecommunications institute to perform wide-band
electromagnetic characterization of samples of materials
used at CERN facilities.
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Appendix 1 – Publications in 2020

VU researchers are co-authors of a number of CMS
research papers published in 2020: Gintautas Tamulaitis
of 56, Juozas Vidmantis Vaitkus of 85, Aurelijus
Rinkevičius of 87, Andrius Juodagalvis of 89. The
Lithuanian Academy of Sciences (LAS) is recognized as a
funding agency in those.
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Thank you for attention!


