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 WG mandate & original guidelines

 Work in progress 

 Strategy 

 First example close to ready  

 Special guest: “Spreading interest in particle physics – what matters?”
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 In addition to quest for knowledge and satisfying curiosity….

 … there is a growing pressure from taxpayers for justification of fundamental research funding 

requesting tangible examples of return to society

 Short stories with clear message connecting science to everyday lives of citizens 

 Show importance of fundamental research (PP and related sciences) for global sustainable development

 Inspire the young generation

 Provide a powerful tool when approaching different non-scientifically educated stakeholders

 Conveners:  Barbora Bruant Gulejova, Yiota Foka

 Advisory / Reading Board: Daniela Antonio, Beatrice Bressan, Manuela Cirilli, Manjit Dosajnh, Verania Echaida, 

James Gillies, Thomas Naumann

 Working group established in 2018 based on need for stories, which was identified by KT experts 

WG meetings and reports: 
May 2019 at GSI (report)

November 2019 at CERN(report)

May 2020 online (report) 

July 2020 online

February 2021 (online)

Beatrice BRESSAN, Djurdjina BULATOVIC, Catia PEDUTO, Carola

POMPLUN, Jon-Ivar SKULLERUD, Jose Ruben ALFARO MOLINA, 

Nicolas ARNAUD, Ralf AVERBECK, Atanas Ivanov BATINKOV, 

Hans Peter BECK, Manuela CIRILLI, Manjit DOSANJH, Andrej 

GORISEK, Despina HATZIFOTIADOU, Christine KOURKOUMELIS, 

Katharina MUELLER, Thomas NAUMANN, Darren PRICE

https://indico.cern.ch/event/767060/timetable/#20190522.detailed
https://indico.cern.ch/event/767060/contributions/3425262/attachments/1851019/3268429/WG_outreach_applications_for_society_introduction_and_working_plan_.pdf
https://indico.cern.ch/event/855335/timetable/
https://indico.cern.ch/event/855335/contributions/3657421/attachments/1953930/3245249/YF-IPPOG-WG-OutreachforApplications-REPORT-29nov2019asgiven.pdf
https://indico.cern.ch/event/915486/
https://indico.cern.ch/event/888362/contributions/3745610/attachments/2035015/3407564/IPPOG_WG_Applications_REPORT-8may2020-asgiven-compressed.pdf
https://indico.cern.ch/event/942612/
https://indico.cern.ch/event/1001605/


 Resources: quite big collection on WG 

- KT webpage

- links and materials provided by CERN experts (see general resources below)

- CERN brochures: on impact, KT reports etc…

- search for companies, who are part of the stories and work with them

 Format: 
- stories (Abstract, Body, Pictures, 

Resources, Related links, …)

- 1-2 pages

Original guidelines
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WORK IN PROGRESS 

And more…
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STRATEGY

• Teachers and students 

• General public

• Scientific ECO Community  

 RESULTS – ORIENTED Working Group

 Create USEFUL DELIVERABLES

 For whole spectrum of AUDIENCES

6 21th IPPOG meeting, 20 May 2021, online WG Outreach of Applications report



 COLLECT all existing stories, which are scattered in many places

E.g. Story on solar panels technology from ultrahigh vacuum in Symmetry magazine

 WRITE new ones, which do not exist in short story adapted for lay-audience form yet, 

perhaps create videos / interviews…  

 EXPAND scope to beyond CERN / PP  => all related sciences, like heavy ions,     

astro-PP and cosmic rays, gravitational waves, thermonuclear fusion etc…  

STRATEGY – WHAT?  
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https://www.symmetrymagazine.org/breaking/2012/03/16/cern-spin-off-more-efficient-solar-panels
https://www.symmetrymagazine.org/breaking/2012/03/16/cern-spin-off-more-efficient-solar-panels


 DISSEMINATE - through IPPOG RDB

- social media… 

- e.g. new #CERNImpact

 PUBLISH - in different journals for general public / lay audience 

- examples from CH: Le Temps, Tribune de Geneve, 

Global Geneva, Chambre of Commerce Geneva Info...

x

STRATEGY – WHERE FOR? 

x

Distributed to schools, read by Geneva International stakeholders

8 21th IPPOG meeting, 20 May 2021, online WG Outreach of Applications report



x

STRATEGY – EXAMPLE to FOLLOW

PET story (work in progress / test)

• Despina – technical details – how PET work

• Yiota & Beatrice – story of PET: history, people, places, facts… 

• Barbora - short story in language for lay audience 

- to be published in Global Geneva 

“How crystals used by CERN experiments save lives”

3-5 pages

teachers, students, educators

3-5 pages

teachers, students, educators

1 page

general public + 

Put all together as one resource on RDB:

Short story 

+ Learn more

Full story 

Technical info

x
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SPECIAL GUEST 

Sarah Zöchling

• Doctoral student at CERN

• Research: “Spreading interest in particle physics 

– what matters?”

• PhD thesis: “The role of interesting contents and contexts in    

physics education” 

• Engaging also with applications of particle physics

“Overall, physics education researchers agree that when 

trying to catch students’ interest, context matters the most.”
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