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2017: Birth of Multimessenger Astrophysics
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Neutron Star Merger GW 170817 
observed also in broad range of
electromagnetic radiation
with strong bounds on 
HE neutrino emission
Joint publication by > 3000 authors (LHC scale)

Scientific Breakthrough of 2017

2017

By now 510 Publications with „Multi-Messenger“ in their title 
with a total of ~10000 citations 
Most cited: ApJL 2017 joint observation paper (2215 citations by now)
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neutrino, and neutron-

observatory 

Moreover, MM physics 
is more than studying 

transient events (ToOs)



4Karl-Heinz Kampert – Bergische Universität Wuppertal Epiphany 2022, Cracow (online)

The Pierre Auger Observatory
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4 fluorescence detectors 
(24 telescopes up to 30°)

 Sub-array of 750 m 
(63 stations, 23.4 km2)

AERA - Auger Engineering Radio Array

World’s largest radio experiment for
CR-physics.

Profiting from 3 other nearby CR-detectors:
(! high quality data, ext. trigger, ...).

100% duty cycle.

Energy threshold " 1017 eV.

2/16

1665 surface detectors: 
water-Cherenkov tanks 

(grid of 1.5 km, 3000 km2)

Radio antenna array 
(153 antennas, 17 km2)

  More than 400 members, 
  98 institutes, 17 countries 

LIDARs and laser facilities

Pierre Auger Observatory 
Province Mendoza, Argentina

Southern hemisphere: Malargue, 
Province Mendoza, Argentina

Water-Cherenkov
detectors and
Fluorescence 
telescopes

Underground muon 
detectors (24+)

(Christoph Schäfer)
(Andrew Puyleart)

High elevation telescopes (3)

Links to contributions at ICRC
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Air shower observables (hybrid observation)
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The energy spectrum from surface detector data (I)

sla
nt d

epth [g
/cm!

]

1000

500

40

30

dE/
dX [P

eV
/(g

/c
m
!)]

20

10

r [m]
500 1000 1500 2000 2500

Si
gn

al
 [V

EM
]

1

10

210

310

410

r [m]
500 1000 1500 2000 2500

Si
gn

al
 [V

EM
]

1

10

210

310

410

/eV)
FD

lg(E18.5 19 19.5

/V
EM

)
38

lg
(S

1

1.5

2

2.5
795 events
Emax = 6! 1019 eV

C. DiGiulio (0142), this conf.

3 / 23

The energy spectrum from surface detector data (I)
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Surface Detector (SD)
100% duty cycle

Erec = f (S1000,!)

ICRC 2021
THE ASTROPARTICLE PHYSICS CONFERENCE

Berlin |  Germany

ONLINE ICRC 2021
THE ASTROPARTICLE PHYSICS CONFERENCE

Berlin |  Germany

37th International 
Cosmic Ray Conference

12–23 July 2021

1. Heavy particles interact earlier than light  
—> Depth of the shower maximum (Xmax) is probe 
for cosmic-ray mass. 

2. MHz radio signals from: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Radio emission footprint on the ground is sensitive 
to Xmax.  
 

4. Compare measured footprint to footprint from 
CORSIKA air shower simulation  
—> minimise for Xmax of measured shower. 

Introduction: Depth of the shower maximum (Xmax) as ‘mass composition’ 
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Fluorescence Detector (FD): 
15% duty cycle

Radio Detector (RD): 
100% duty cycle

Auger is a Hybrid Observatory
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Auger: 4    Sky Coverage for MM
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1⃣ Neutrons and charged CRs: Θ ≤ 80°

2⃣ Photons: 30° ≤ Θ ≤ 60° 

3⃣ Down-Going Neutrinos: 60° ≤ Θ ≤ 90° 

4⃣ Earth Skimming Neutrinos: 90° ≤ Θ ≤ 95° 

5⃣ BSM Particles: Θ > 90°

π

θ θ



An astrophysical interpretation
Global fit of a model to spectrum and mass measured at Earth

- now extended to below the ankle with two possible scenarios 

PoS(ICRC2021)311

Combined fit of the energy spectrum and mass composition across the ankle Eleonora Guido

1. Introduction

The existence of ultra-high-energy cosmic rays (UHECRs), the ones reaching Earth with
energies above ⇠ 1018 eV, was proven in the early 1960s and recent measurements point to a
predominant flux component of extragalactic origin at these energies [1]. In the still open quest for
the sources of these particles, the large ground-based experiments built in the last few decades, like
the Pierre Auger Observatory, have been helping in shedding light on such open questions.

In this analysis we simultaneously fit a simple astrophysical model to both the energy spectrum
and the mass composition data measured at the Pierre Auger Observatory, considering energies
from 1017.8 eV to include the region across the ankle. At this first stage, the e�ects of the potentially
relevant interactions occurring in the acceleration sites are not considered, limiting the study to
constrain the physical parameters related to the energy spectrum and the mass composition of
particles escaping the environments of extragalactic sources. In a previous publication [2], a model
consisting of one single population of extragalactic sources was fitted to the data above the ankle
(⇢ > 1018.7 eV). Here, since we want to interpret also the ankle region, we assume the presence of
one (or more) additional contribution(s) at low energies, so that the ankle feature results from the
superposition of di�erent components. Each extragalactic component originates from a population
of identical sources, uniformly distributed in the comoving volume except for a local overdensity
for distances smaller than ⇠ 30 Mpc. The overdensity is considered as a cluster centred around
our Galaxy, following [3], which provides a good approximation to nearby densities if compared
to the distributions of stellar mass and star formation (SF) rate over the full sky illustrated in [4].
Each component is given by the superposition of the contributions of =  5 representative nuclear
species �, chosen among 1H, 4He, 14N, 28Si, 56Fe, ejected according to a power-law spectrum with
a rigidity-dependent broken exponential cuto�:

� (⇢) =
’
�

5� · �0 ·
✓
⇢

⇢0

◆�W
·
8>><
>>:

1, ⇢ < /� · 'cut;

exp
⇣
1 � ⇢

/� ·'cut

⌘
, ⇢ > /� · 'cut.

(1)

where �0 is the normalisation factor, /� is the atomic number of each species � and 5� is the
fraction of � at the energy ⇢0 = 1017.5 eV.

fpd Talys [6], PSB [7] XYZ
EBL Gilmore [8], Dominguez [9] XYZ
HIM EPOS-LHC [10], Sibyll2.3d [11], QGSJetIIv4 [12] XYZ

Table 1: The propagation models used in this analysis. The
bold letters define the label ’XYZ’. For instance, ‘TGE’ stands for
Talys, Glimore and EPOS-LHC models.

The energy spectrum and mass com-
position of the particles escaping from the
sources are modified during the propaga-
tion in the intergalactic medium (IGM) by
the adiabatic energy losses and the interac-
tions with background photons. We take
into account these e�ects by using SimProp [5] simulations, where the uncertain quantities, i.e.
the photodisintegration cross sections fpd and the EBL spectrum, are treated with phenomenolog-
ical models. Besides, since a direct measurement of the mass composition is not possible on an
event-by-event basis, we use the distribution of -max as an estimator of the mass distribution in each
energy bin. The conversion to the mass distribution depends on the chosen hadronic interaction
model (HIM), which is thus another source of uncertainty. The various propagation models used in
this analysis are shown in Tab. 1. We choose the configuration labelled as “TGE” as our reference
and the impact of the models on the fit results will be discussed in Sec. 4.

2

Extragalactic sources - assume rigidity-dependent cut-off at source

- uniformly distributed identical sources (except for local over-density  Mpc)

- Injected mass, five representative groups of 

- propagation energy losses included, source evolution dependence checked

- Fit for injected mass fractions , spectral index  and rigidity cutoff 

d < 30
A

fA ! Rcut

Below the ankle

- two scenarios explored (incl. extragalactic contribution)

- Minimal difference in mass predictions from scenarios

Interpretation of flux and composition data (i)
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di!erent mass groups have small overlap and the composition becomes heavier as the energy
increases. The estimated non-negligible Fe fraction at the sources is actually required only by the
energy spectrum fit, since it contributes at the highest energies where the mass composition data
are not available, as already noted in [17].

3. E!ect of the experimental systematic uncertainties

The systematic uncertainties of instrumental origin a!ect both the energy and the !max mea-
surements. The uncertainty on the energy scale is assumed to be !"/" = 14% in the whole
considered energy range [18]. For the !max scale we consider an asymmetric and slightly energy-
dependent uncertainty, ranging from 6 to 9 g cm!2 [13]. An additional systematic e!ect could also
arise from the uncertainties on the !max resolution and acceptance parameters [13], but we verified
that their impact on the fit results is here negligible.

!!max !"/" #! #"max #

-14% 52.5 578.3 630.9
!1$syst 0 71.7 595.2 666.9

+14% 64.9 609.3 674.2
-14% 53.5 581.3 634.8

0 0 60.1 554.8 614.9
+14% 70.6 548.8 619.5
-14% 79.1 714.2 793.3

+1$syst 0 80.8 555.4 736.2
+14% 82.4 615.7 698.2

Table 3: The e!ect on the deviance of the
±1 #syst shifts in the energy and !max scales.

.

Following the same approach used in [2], we take
into account the uncertainty on the energy scale and on
the !max scale by shifting all the measured energies and
!max values by one systematic standard deviation in each
direction. We consider all the possible combinations of
these shifts and their e!ect on the deviance value is sum-
marised in Tab. 3. The dominant e!ect in terms of predic-
tions at Earth is the one arising from the !max uncertainty;
as for the estimated best fit parameters, they are not much
modified when the experimental systematic uncertainties
are considered.

The maximal variations on the predicted fluxes at Earth, obtained by considering all the
configurations of Tab. 3, are shown in Fig. 3. The rather large uncertainty on the predicted total
fluxes (brown band) is due to the ±14% shifts in the energy scale, but it significantly a!ects only

Figure 3: Left: the combined e!ect of the experimental uncertainties on the energy spectrum. Right: the e!ect on
the relative abundances at the top of atmosphere. The uncertainties are considered by shifting the energies and/or the
!max distributions of 1 #syst in both directions, as shown in Tab. 3. The bands represent the maximal variations induced
by considering all the possible combinations of shifts. The shaded area in the right plot indicates the region where the
!max measurements are grouped in one single energy bin because of the low statistics and thus the mass composition
predictions are mainly driven by the energy spectrum fit.
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are free fit parameters. Our data cannot be described by a Galactic contribution with heavier
mass compositions, e.g. the deviance reaches ! 1000 if a composition dominated by silicon is
assumed. In the second scenario we assume only one additional mixed extragalactic component
at low energies, similar to the above-ankle one, but characterised by di!erent physical parameters.
Even if this scenario exhibits a lower deviance, the di!erence is comparable to the systematic
uncertainties e!ect illustrated in the next sections; in the future a more detailed investigation of the
assumptions on the Galactic contribution could possibly help to establish a favoured scenario.

In both the scenarios the high-energy (HE) component exhibits a very hard energy spectrum
at the sources, a relatively low maximum rigidity and a mixed mass composition, dominated by
medium-mass nuclei. On the other hand, the additional low-energy (LE) extragalactic component,
either light or mixed, has a very soft energy spectrum and a very high rigidity cuto!, which are also
related to a larger estimated source emissivity with respect to the one of the HE component; the fit
is actually degenerate with respect to !cut for values above ! 1019 eV, thus fixing this parameter to
an arbitrarily high value, such as 1024 eV, provides the same best fit results.
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Figure 1: The measured energy spectrum and the estimated best fit results in the scenario with two mixed extragalactic
components. Left: the estimated contributions from the two extragalactic components (red: LE component, blue: HE
component). Right: the partial fluxes related to di!erent nuclear species at the top of atmosphere, grouped according to
their mass number: " = 1 (red), 2 " " " 4 (grey), 5 " " " 22 (green), 23 " " " 38 (cyan), " # 39 (blue).
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Figure 2: The first two moments of the #max distributions in each energy bin along with their expected values and the
predictions for pure compositions of 1H (red), 4He (grey), 14N (green), 28Si (cyan), 56Fe (blue).

In Fig. 1 and in Fig. 2 the best fit results obtained in the scenario with two mixed extragalactic
components are shown with the observed energy spectrum and the first two moments of the measured
#max distributions. The observed mass composition below the ankle is mixed and dominated by
protons and medium-mass nuclei, such as nitrogen. Above the ankle the contributions from the
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are free fit parameters. Our data cannot be described by a Galactic contribution with heavier
mass compositions, e.g. the deviance reaches ! 1000 if a composition dominated by silicon is
assumed. In the second scenario we assume only one additional mixed extragalactic component
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Figure 1: The measured energy spectrum and the estimated best fit results in the scenario with two mixed extragalactic
components. Left: the estimated contributions from the two extragalactic components (red: LE component, blue: HE
component). Right: the partial fluxes related to di!erent nuclear species at the top of atmosphere, grouped according to
their mass number: " = 1 (red), 2 " " " 4 (grey), 5 " " " 22 (green), 23 " " " 38 (cyan), " # 39 (blue).
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Figure 2: The first two moments of the #max distributions in each energy bin along with their expected values and the
predictions for pure compositions of 1H (red), 4He (grey), 14N (green), 28Si (cyan), 56Fe (blue).

In Fig. 1 and in Fig. 2 the best fit results obtained in the scenario with two mixed extragalactic
components are shown with the observed energy spectrum and the first two moments of the measured
#max distributions. The observed mass composition below the ankle is mixed and dominated by
protons and medium-mass nuclei, such as nitrogen. Above the ankle the contributions from the
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Effect of the systematic uncertainties

Energy scale:   
Xmax scale: 

!sys(E)/E = 14 %
!sys(Xmax) = 6 ÷ 9 g cm!2

Combined fit of the energy spectrum and mass composition across the ankle Eleonora Guido

Figure 3: Left: the combined e!ect of the experimental uncertainties on the energy spectrum. Right: the
e!ect on the relative abundances at the top of atmosphere. The uncertainties are considered by shifting the
energies and/or the !max distributions of 1 "syst in both directions, as shown in Tab. 3. The bands represent
the maximal variations induced by considering all the possible combinations of shifts. The shaded area in
the right plot indicates the energy region where no mass composition information is available and thus the
predictions are only extrapolated from the energy spectrum fit.

4. E!ect of the uncertainties from models

We also investigate the impact on the fit results of changing the propagation models and the
hadronic interaction model. In all the cases we repeat the fit considering di!erent combinations of
propagation models, labelled as ’XY’ according to Tab. 1. The results thus obtained are written in
Tab. 5 and their e!ect on the predicted fluxes at Earth is shown in Fig. 4.

As concerns the hadronic interaction model, we verified that QGSJetIIv4 cannot properly
describe our data and is thus excluded from this analysis. Since we want to keep open the option
that our data are better described by an intermediate model between EPOS-LHC and Sibyll2.3d
instead of exactly one of them, we introduce an additional nuisance parameter #HIM, limited
between 0 and 1, which defines the value of each HIM-dependent Gumbel parameter as $ =
#HIM · $EPOS + (1 ! #HIM) · $Sibyll. The introduction of #HIM leads to an additional deviance term
%HIM = (#HIM ! 0.5)2/(0.5)2.

TG PG TD PD
LE HE LE HE LE HE LE HE

! 3.49 ± 0.02 !1.98 ± 0.10 3.48 ± 0.04 !1.9 ± 0.2 3.66 ± 0.05 !0.93 ± 0.09 3.51 ± 0.06 !0.86 ± 0.10
log10 ("cut/V) 24 (lim.) 18.16 ± 0.01 24 (lim.) 18.16 ± 0.02 18.04 ± 0.04 18.23 ± 0.01 17.95 ± 0.06 18.21 ± 0.01
#H (%) 49.87 $ (10!7) 49.39 0.44 44.17 0.38 40.85 $ (10!9)
#He (%) 10.92 28.60 14.52 49.29 7.45 20.21 14.64 47.99
#N (%) 36.25 69.05 33.28 43.84 45.17 73.80 39.57 38.29
#Si (%) $ (10!6) 7.32 $ (10!7) 4.64 $ (10!5) 2.91 $ (10!6) 11.15
#Fe (%) 2.96 2.35 2.80 1.78 3.21 2.69 4.94 2.58
%HIM 1.0 (lim.) 0.94 ± 0.17 0.92 ± 0.15 0.86 ± 0.13
&HIM 1.0 0.78 0.69 0.52
&! ('! ) 60.1 (24) 51.9 (24) 44.3 (24) 51.7 (24)
&"max ('"max ) 555.8 (329) 564.8 (329) 587.5 (329) 593.2 (329)
&tot (' ) 615.9 (353) 616.7 (353) 631.8 (353) 645.0 (353)

Table 5: Best fit results obtained by using di!erent combinations of propagation models. The uncertainty
due to the hadronic interaction model choice is considered by fitting the nuisance parameter #HIM.

For all the considered combinations of propagation models our data appear to be better described
by either EPOS-LHC or intermediate models compatible with it. The lowest deviance is obtained in
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Figure 3: Left: the combined e!ect of the experimental uncertainties on the energy spectrum. Right: the
e!ect on the relative abundances at the top of atmosphere. The uncertainties are considered by shifting the
energies and/or the !max distributions of 1 "syst in both directions, as shown in Tab. 3. The bands represent
the maximal variations induced by considering all the possible combinations of shifts. The shaded area in
the right plot indicates the energy region where no mass composition information is available and thus the
predictions are only extrapolated from the energy spectrum fit.
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A = 1 
1 < A < 5 

4 < A < 23  
22 < A < 39 
38 < A < 57 

Experimental systematic uncertainties:

• Large band around the total flux due to the energy scale uncertainty 
→ impact mainly on the estimated J0 (and emissivity of sources)  

• The strongest impact on the predictions is the one from the Xmax scale

Systematic uncertainties from models:

Hadronic interaction model: Sibyll2.3d/EPOS-LHC/intermediate models 
(with a nuisance parameter)
Propagation models: Talys/PSB; Gilmore/Dominguez 
(fit repeated considering different model configurations)

• EPOS-LHC or models compatible with it are 
always preferred
→ HIM choice: stronger impact on D 
and on the predictions at Earth

The dominant effect on the the predicted fluxes and on the 
deviance is the one from the experimental uncertainties

Combined fit of the energy spectrum and mass composition across the ankle Eleonora Guido

Figure 4: Left: the e!ect of the uncertainties from models on the energy spectrum. Right: the e!ect on the relative
abundances at the top of atmosphere. The bands represent the maximal variations given by the results in Tab. 4.

5. Source evolution

All the results presented in the previous sections are obtained by assuming no cosmolog-
ical evolution for the populations of extragalactic sources. We perform the fit also assuming
three di!erent evolution scenarios: we consider a SF-like [18] evolution, an AGN-like one [19],
which have a positive source evolution for ! < 1 (" = 3.5 and " = 5, respectively), and a
TDE-like evolution with " = !3 for small ! [20]. Since there is no physical reasons to as-
sume that the two populations of sources have the same cosmological evolution, all the possible
combinations are considered and the results in terms of total deviance are summarised in Fig. 5.

Figure 5: Deviance as a function of the
cosmological evolution of the two popula-
tions.

In the case of the LE component, a positive (negative) evolu-
tion produces a hardening (softening) of the energy spectrum
at the sources to compensate the larger amount of low (high)
energy particles. As for the HE component, the cosmologi-
cal evolution e!ect is balanced by the interplay between the
modification of the energy spectrum at the sources and/or the
adjustment of the rigidity cuto! of the LE component. If the
HE population has a strong positive evolution (e.g. " = 5), the
hardening of the energy spectrum at the sources is not enough
to compensate the increased amount of low-energy particles,
hence the LE component is suppressed below " 1018 eV to
attempt the description of the whole energy range with the HE component alone; the deviances are
very high, so that such scenarios are excluded by our data at high significance. In all the other
scenarios, the impact on the fit results is within the systematic uncertainties e!ect, so it is more
di"cult to draw a conclusion about a favoured configuration. However, when we consider the values
" = 0, 3.5 for the HE component and " = !3, 0 for the LE one, we obtain the lowest deviances.

6. Conclusions

In this study we performed a combined fit of the energy spectrum and mass composition data
from " 6 · 1017 eV. The region above the ankle is described by an extragalactic component ejected
at the sources with a very hard energy spectrum (# < 0), a rather low rigidity cuto! and a mass
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Figure 4: Left: the e!ect of the uncertainties from models on the energy spectrum. Right: the e!ect on the relative
abundances at the top of atmosphere. The bands represent the maximal variations given by the results in Tab. 4.
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TDE-like evolution with " = !3 for small ! [20]. Since there is no physical reasons to as-
sume that the two populations of sources have the same cosmological evolution, all the possible
combinations are considered and the results in terms of total deviance are summarised in Fig. 5.
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Figure 3: Left: the combined e!ect of the experimental uncertainties on the energy spectrum. Right: the
e!ect on the relative abundances at the top of atmosphere. The uncertainties are considered by shifting the
energies and/or the !max distributions of 1 "syst in both directions, as shown in Tab. 3. The bands represent
the maximal variations induced by considering all the possible combinations of shifts. The shaded area in
the right plot indicates the energy region where no mass composition information is available and thus the
predictions are only extrapolated from the energy spectrum fit.

4. E!ect of the uncertainties from models

We also investigate the impact on the fit results of changing the propagation models and the
hadronic interaction model. In all the cases we repeat the fit considering di!erent combinations of
propagation models, labelled as ’XY’ according to Tab. 1. The results thus obtained are written in
Tab. 5 and their e!ect on the predicted fluxes at Earth is shown in Fig. 4.

As concerns the hadronic interaction model, we verified that QGSJetIIv4 cannot properly
describe our data and is thus excluded from this analysis. Since we want to keep open the option
that our data are better described by an intermediate model between EPOS-LHC and Sibyll2.3d
instead of exactly one of them, we introduce an additional nuisance parameter #HIM, limited
between 0 and 1, which defines the value of each HIM-dependent Gumbel parameter as $ =
#HIM · $EPOS + (1 ! #HIM) · $Sibyll. The introduction of #HIM leads to an additional deviance term
%HIM = (#HIM ! 0.5)2/(0.5)2.
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log10 ("cut/V) 24 (lim.) 18.16 ± 0.01 24 (lim.) 18.16 ± 0.02 18.04 ± 0.04 18.23 ± 0.01 17.95 ± 0.06 18.21 ± 0.01
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#He (%) 10.92 28.60 14.52 49.29 7.45 20.21 14.64 47.99
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&"max ('"max ) 555.8 (329) 564.8 (329) 587.5 (329) 593.2 (329)
&tot (' ) 615.9 (353) 616.7 (353) 631.8 (353) 645.0 (353)

Table 5: Best fit results obtained by using di!erent combinations of propagation models. The uncertainty
due to the hadronic interaction model choice is considered by fitting the nuisance parameter #HIM.

For all the considered combinations of propagation models our data appear to be better described
by either EPOS-LHC or intermediate models compatible with it. The lowest deviance is obtained in
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the right plot indicates the energy region where no mass composition information is available and thus the
predictions are only extrapolated from the energy spectrum fit.
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Figure 4: Left: the e!ect of the uncertainties from models on the energy spectrum. Right: the e!ect on the relative
abundances at the top of atmosphere. The bands represent the maximal variations given by the results in Tab. 4.

5. Source evolution

All the results presented in the previous sections are obtained by assuming no cosmolog-
ical evolution for the populations of extragalactic sources. We perform the fit also assuming
three di!erent evolution scenarios: we consider a SF-like [18] evolution, an AGN-like one [19],
which have a positive source evolution for ! < 1 (" = 3.5 and " = 5, respectively), and a
TDE-like evolution with " = !3 for small ! [20]. Since there is no physical reasons to as-
sume that the two populations of sources have the same cosmological evolution, all the possible
combinations are considered and the results in terms of total deviance are summarised in Fig. 5.

Figure 5: Deviance as a function of the
cosmological evolution of the two popula-
tions.

In the case of the LE component, a positive (negative) evolu-
tion produces a hardening (softening) of the energy spectrum
at the sources to compensate the larger amount of low (high)
energy particles. As for the HE component, the cosmologi-
cal evolution e!ect is balanced by the interplay between the
modification of the energy spectrum at the sources and/or the
adjustment of the rigidity cuto! of the LE component. If the
HE population has a strong positive evolution (e.g. " = 5), the
hardening of the energy spectrum at the sources is not enough
to compensate the increased amount of low-energy particles,
hence the LE component is suppressed below " 1018 eV to
attempt the description of the whole energy range with the HE component alone; the deviances are
very high, so that such scenarios are excluded by our data at high significance. In all the other
scenarios, the impact on the fit results is within the systematic uncertainties e!ect, so it is more
di"cult to draw a conclusion about a favoured configuration. However, when we consider the values
" = 0, 3.5 for the HE component and " = !3, 0 for the LE one, we obtain the lowest deviances.

6. Conclusions

In this study we performed a combined fit of the energy spectrum and mass composition data
from " 6 · 1017 eV. The region above the ankle is described by an extragalactic component ejected
at the sources with a very hard energy spectrum (# < 0), a rather low rigidity cuto! and a mass
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abundances at the top of atmosphere. The bands represent the maximal variations given by the results in Tab. 4.
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1. Introduction

The existence of ultra-high-energy cosmic rays (UHECRs), the ones reaching Earth with
energies above ! 1018 eV, was proven in the early 1960s and recent measurements point to a
predominant flux component of extragalactic origin at these energies [1]. In the still open quest for
the sources of these particles, the large ground-based experiments built in the last few decades, like
the Pierre Auger Observatory, have been helping in shedding light on such open questions.

In this analysis we simultaneously fit a simple astrophysical model to both the energy spectrum
and the mass composition data measured at the Pierre Auger Observatory, considering energies
from 1017.8 eV to include the region across the ankle. At this first stage, the e!ects of the potentially
relevant interactions occurring in the acceleration sites are not considered, limiting the study to
constrain the physical parameters related to the energy spectrum and the mass composition of
particles escaping the environments of extragalactic sources. In a previous publication [2], a model
consisting of one single population of extragalactic sources was fitted to the data above the ankle
(! > 1018.7 eV). Here, since we want to interpret also the ankle region, we assume the presence of
one (or more) additional contribution(s) at low energies, so that the ankle feature results from the
superposition of di!erent components. Each extragalactic component originates from a population
of identical sources, uniformly distributed in the comoving volume except for a local overdensity
for distances smaller than ! 30 Mpc. The overdensity is considered as a cluster centred around
our Galaxy, following [3], which provides a good approximation to nearby densities if compared
to the distributions of stellar mass and star formation (SF) rate over the full sky illustrated in [4].
Each component is given by the superposition of the contributions of " " 5 representative nuclear
species #, chosen among 1H, 4He, 14N, 28Si, 56Fe, ejected according to a power-law spectrum with
a rigidity-dependent broken exponential cuto!:

$ (!) =
!
!

%! · $0 ·
"
!

!0

##"
·
$%%&
%%'

1, ! < &! · 'cut;
exp

(
1 # #

$! ·%cut

)
, ! > &! · 'cut.

(1)

where $0 is the normalisation factor, &! is the atomic number of each species # and %! is the
fraction of # at the energy !0 = 1017.5 eV.

&pd Talys [6], PSB [7] XYZ
EBL Gilmore [8], Dominguez [9] XYZ
HIM EPOS-LHC [10], Sibyll2.3d [11], QGSJetIIv4 [12] XYZ

Table 1: The propagation models used in this analysis. The
bold letters define the label ’XYZ’. For instance, ‘TGE’ stands for
Talys, Glimore and EPOS-LHC models.

The energy spectrum and mass com-
position of the particles escaping from the
sources are modified during the propaga-
tion in the intergalactic medium (IGM) by
the adiabatic energy losses and the interac-
tions with background photons. We take
into account these e!ects by using SimProp [5] simulations, where the uncertain quantities, i.e.
the photodisintegration cross sections (pd and the EBL spectrum, are treated with phenomenolog-
ical models. Besides, since a direct measurement of the mass composition is not possible on an
event-by-event basis, we use the distribution of )max as an estimator of the mass distribution in each
energy bin. The conversion to the mass distribution depends on the chosen hadronic interaction
model (HIM), which is thus another source of uncertainty. The various propagation models used in
this analysis are shown in Tab. 1. We choose the configuration labelled as “TGE” as our reference
and the impact of the models on the fit results will be discussed in Sec. 4.
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Figure 3: Left: the combined e�ect of the experimental uncertainties on the energy spectrum. Right: the
e�ect on the relative abundances at the top of atmosphere. The uncertainties are considered by shifting the
energies and/or the -max distributions of 1 fsyst in both directions, as shown in Tab. 3. The bands represent
the maximal variations induced by considering all the possible combinations of shifts. The shaded area in
the right plot indicates the energy region where no mass composition information is available and thus the
predictions are only extrapolated from the energy spectrum fit.

4. E�ect of the uncertainties from models

We also investigate the impact on the fit results of changing the propagation models and the
hadronic interaction model. In all the cases we repeat the fit considering di�erent combinations of
propagation models, labelled as ’XY’ according to Tab. 1. The results thus obtained are written in
Tab. 5 and their e�ect on the predicted fluxes at Earth is shown in Fig. 4.

As concerns the hadronic interaction model, we verified that QGSJetIIv4 cannot properly
describe our data and is thus excluded from this analysis. Since we want to keep open the option
that our data are better described by an intermediate model between EPOS-LHC and Sibyll2.3d
instead of exactly one of them, we introduce an additional nuisance parameter XHIM, limited
between 0 and 1, which defines the value of each HIM-dependent Gumbel parameter as ? =
XHIM · ?EPOS + (1 � XHIM) · ?Sibyll. The introduction of XHIM leads to an additional deviance term
⇡HIM = (XHIM � 0.5)2/(0.5)2.

TG PG TD PD
LE HE LE HE LE HE LE HE

W 3.49 ± 0.02 �1.98 ± 0.10 3.48 ± 0.04 �1.9 ± 0.2 3.66 ± 0.05 �0.93 ± 0.09 3.51 ± 0.06 �0.86 ± 0.10
log10 ('cut/V) 24 (lim.) 18.16 ± 0.01 24 (lim.) 18.16 ± 0.02 18.04 ± 0.04 18.23 ± 0.01 17.95 ± 0.06 18.21 ± 0.01
�H (%) 49.87 $ (10�7) 49.39 0.44 44.17 0.38 40.85 $ (10�9)
�He (%) 10.92 28.60 14.52 49.29 7.45 20.21 14.64 47.99
�N (%) 36.25 69.05 33.28 43.84 45.17 73.80 39.57 38.29
�Si (%) $ (10�6) 7.32 $ (10�7) 4.64 $ (10�5) 2.91 $ (10�6) 11.15
�Fe (%) 2.96 2.35 2.80 1.78 3.21 2.69 4.94 2.58
XHIM 1.0 (lim.) 0.94 ± 0.17 0.92 ± 0.15 0.86 ± 0.13
⇡HIM 1.0 0.78 0.69 0.52
⇡� (#� ) 60.1 (24) 51.9 (24) 44.3 (24) 51.7 (24)
⇡-max (#-max ) 555.8 (329) 564.8 (329) 587.5 (329) 593.2 (329)
⇡tot (# ) 615.9 (353) 616.7 (353) 631.8 (353) 645.0 (353)

Table 5: Best fit results obtained by using di�erent combinations of propagation models. The uncertainty
due to the hadronic interaction model choice is considered by fitting the nuisance parameter XHIM.

For all the considered combinations of propagation models our data appear to be better described
by either EPOS-LHC or intermediate models compatible with it. The lowest deviance is obtained in
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the maximal variations induced by considering all the possible combinations of shifts. The shaded area in
the right plot indicates the energy region where no mass composition information is available and thus the
predictions are only extrapolated from the energy spectrum fit.
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Figure 4: Left: the e�ect of the uncertainties from models on the energy spectrum. Right: the e�ect on the relative
abundances at the top of atmosphere. The bands represent the maximal variations given by the results in Tab. 4.

5. Source evolution

All the results presented in the previous sections are obtained by assuming no cosmolog-
ical evolution for the populations of extragalactic sources. We perform the fit also assuming
three di�erent evolution scenarios: we consider a SF-like [18] evolution, an AGN-like one [19],
which have a positive source evolution for I < 1 (< = 3.5 and < = 5, respectively), and a
TDE-like evolution with < = �3 for small I [20]. Since there is no physical reasons to as-
sume that the two populations of sources have the same cosmological evolution, all the possible
combinations are considered and the results in terms of total deviance are summarised in Fig. 5.
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In the case of the LE component, a positive (negative) evolu-
tion produces a hardening (softening) of the energy spectrum
at the sources to compensate the larger amount of low (high)
energy particles. As for the HE component, the cosmologi-
cal evolution e�ect is balanced by the interplay between the
modification of the energy spectrum at the sources and/or the
adjustment of the rigidity cuto� of the LE component. If the
HE population has a strong positive evolution (e.g. < = 5), the
hardening of the energy spectrum at the sources is not enough
to compensate the increased amount of low-energy particles,
hence the LE component is suppressed below ⇠ 1018 eV to
attempt the description of the whole energy range with the HE component alone; the deviances are
very high, so that such scenarios are excluded by our data at high significance. In all the other
scenarios, the impact on the fit results is within the systematic uncertainties e�ect, so it is more
di�cult to draw a conclusion about a favoured configuration. However, when we consider the values
< = 0, 3.5 for the HE component and < = �3, 0 for the LE one, we obtain the lowest deviances.

6. Conclusions

In this study we performed a combined fit of the energy spectrum and mass composition data
from ⇠ 6 · 1017 eV. The region above the ankle is described by an extragalactic component ejected
at the sources with a very hard energy spectrum (W < 0), a rather low rigidity cuto� and a mass

7

Combined fit of the energy spectrum and mass composition across the ankle Eleonora Guido

Figure 4: Left: the e�ect of the uncertainties from models on the energy spectrum. Right: the e�ect on the relative
abundances at the top of atmosphere. The bands represent the maximal variations given by the results in Tab. 4.
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Figure 5: Deviance as a function of the
cosmological evolution of the two popula-
tions.
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HE population has a strong positive evolution (e.g. < = 5), the
hardening of the energy spectrum at the sources is not enough
to compensate the increased amount of low-energy particles,
hence the LE component is suppressed below ⇠ 1018 eV to
attempt the description of the whole energy range with the HE component alone; the deviances are
very high, so that such scenarios are excluded by our data at high significance. In all the other
scenarios, the impact on the fit results is within the systematic uncertainties e�ect, so it is more
di�cult to draw a conclusion about a favoured configuration. However, when we consider the values
< = 0, 3.5 for the HE component and < = �3, 0 for the LE one, we obtain the lowest deviances.
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Models configuration: Talys, Gilmore, EPOS-LHC

Scenario A Scenario B

Fit results in the two scenarios

Scenario B
Gal. contribution +  

EG component of pure p 
Two EG mixed 
components

June 26, 2021

�pd Talys, PSB XYZ
EBL Gilmore, Dominguez XYZ
HIM EPOS-LHC, Sibyll2.3d, QGSJetIIv4 XYZ

Galactic contribution (at Earth) N+Si -

J0,gal [eV�1 km�2 sr�1 yr�1] (1.07 ± 0.06) · 10�13 -

log
10

(Rcut,gal/V) 17.48 ± 0.02 -

fN(%) 93.0 ± 0.5 -

EG components (at the sources) Low energy High energy Low energy High energy

L0 [1045 erg Mpc�3 yr�1] 7.28 0.44 17.0 0.45

� 3.30 ± 0.05 �1.47 ± 0.12 3.49 ± 0.02 �1.98 ± 0.10

log
10

(Rcut/V) 24 (lim.) 18.19 ± 0.02 24 (lim.) 18.16 ± 0.01

IH (%) 100 (fixed) 0.0 49.87 0.0

IHe (%) - 27.17 10.92 28.60

IN (%) - 69.86 36.25 69.05

ISi (%) - 0.0 0.0 0.0

IFe (%) - 2.97 2.96 2.35

DJ (NJ ) 49.5 (24) 60.1 (24)

DXmax
(NXmax

) 593.8 (329) 554.8 (329)

D (N) 643.3 (353) 614.9 (353)

Talys, Gilmore PSB, Gilmore Talys, Dominguez PSB, Dominguez

LE HE LE HE LE HE LE HE

L0 [1045erg Mpc�3yr�1] 17.0 0.45 16.8 0.44 21.7 0.71 22.1 0.71

� 3.49 ± 0.02 �1.98 ± 0.10 3.49 ± 0.03 �1.95 ± 0.16 3.67 ± 0.06 �0.95 ± 0.12 3.70 ± 0.05 �0.94 ± 0.12

log
10

(Rcut/V) 24 (lim.) 18.16 ± 0.01 24 (lim.) 18.16 ± 0.02 18.04 ± 0.06 18.23 ± 0.02 18.03 ± 0.02 18.22 ± 0.02

IH (%) 49.87 0.0 51.15 0.91 45.48 0.61 45.67 0.79

IHe (%) 10.92 28.60 12.68 49.09 6.13 20.25 8.55 48.79

IN (%) 36.25 69.05 33.25 43.89 45.03 73.70 42.10 40.57

ISi (%) 0.0 7.32 0.0 4.23 0.0 2.75 0.0 7.99

IFe (%) 2.96 2.35 2.93 1.87 3.36 2.69 3.67 1.86

�HIM 1.0 (lim.) 1.0 (lim.) 0.96+0.04
�0.16 0.94+0.06

�0.14

DJ (NJ ) 60.1 (24) 53.0 (24) 44.7 (24) 43.0 (24)

DXmax
(NXmax

) 554.8 (329) 562.8 (329) 586.3 (329) 591.6 (329)

D (N) 614.9 (353) 615.8 (353) 631.0 (353) 634.6 (353)
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energy ⇢0 = 1016.85 eV, the normalisation �0,gal and the Z-dependent rigidity cuto� log10('cut,gal)
are free fit parameters. Our data cannot be described by a Galactic contribution with heavier mass
compositions, e.g. the deviance reaches ⇠ 1000 if a composition dominated by silicon is assumed.
In the latter scenario we assume only one additional mixed extragalactic component at low energies,
similar to the above-ankle one, but characterised by di�erent physical parameters.

In both the scenarios the high-energy (HE) component exhibits a very hard energy spectrum
at the sources, a relatively low maximum rigidity and a mixed mass composition, dominated by
medium-mass nuclei. On the other hand, the additional low-energy (LE) extragalactic component,
either light or mixed, has a very soft energy spectrum and a very high rigidity cuto�; the fit is
actually degenerate with respect to 'cut for values above ⇠ 1019 eV, thus fixing this parameter to an
arbitrarily high value, such as 1024 eV, provides the same best fit results.
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Figure 1: The measured energy spectrum and the estimated best fit results. Left: the estimated contributions
from the two extragalactic components (red: low-energy component, blue: high-energy component). Right:
the partial fluxes related to di�erent nuclear species at the top of atmosphere, grouped according to their
mass number: � = 1 (red), 2  �  4 (grey), 5  �  22 (green), 23  �  38 (cyan), � � 39 (blue).
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Figure 2: The first two moments of the distributions in each energy bin along with their expected values and
the predictions for pure compositions of 1H (red), 4He (grey), 14N (green), 28Si (cyan), 56Fe (blue).

In Fig. 1 and in Fig. 2 the best fit results obtained in the scenario with two mixed extragalactic
components are shown with the observed energy spectrum and the first two moments of the measured
-max distributions. The observed mass composition below the ankle is mixed and dominated by
protons and medium-mass nuclei, such as nitrogen. Above the ankle the contributions from the
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Result:  V, with very hard source spectral index, 
, not well constrained in the model.  No strong dependence on 

source evolution . 
 
In this simple model, the spectral instep feature is associated with 
helium from nearer sources.  The flux suppression is a superposition 
of source exhaustion and propagation energy losses.
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1. Introduction

The existence of ultra-high-energy cosmic rays (UHECRs), the ones reaching Earth with
energies above ⇠ 1018 eV, was proven in the early 1960s and recent measurements point to a
predominant flux component of extragalactic origin at these energies [1]. In the still open quest for
the sources of these particles, the large ground-based experiments built in the last few decades, like
the Pierre Auger Observatory, have been helping in shedding light on such open questions.

In this analysis we simultaneously fit a simple astrophysical model to both the energy spectrum
and the mass composition data measured at the Pierre Auger Observatory, considering energies
from 1017.8 eV to include the region across the ankle. At this first stage, the e�ects of the potentially
relevant interactions occurring in the acceleration sites are not considered, limiting the study to
constrain the physical parameters related to the energy spectrum and the mass composition of
particles escaping the environments of extragalactic sources. In a previous publication [2], a model
consisting of one single population of extragalactic sources was fitted to the data above the ankle
(⇢ > 1018.7 eV). Here, since we want to interpret also the ankle region, we assume the presence of
one (or more) additional contribution(s) at low energies, so that the ankle feature results from the
superposition of di�erent components. Each extragalactic component originates from a population
of identical sources, uniformly distributed in the comoving volume except for a local overdensity
for distances smaller than ⇠ 30 Mpc. The overdensity is considered as a cluster centred around
our Galaxy, following [3], which provides a good approximation to nearby densities if compared
to the distributions of stellar mass and star formation (SF) rate over the full sky illustrated in [4].
Each component is given by the superposition of the contributions of =  5 representative nuclear
species �, chosen among 1H, 4He, 14N, 28Si, 56Fe, ejected according to a power-law spectrum with
a rigidity-dependent broken exponential cuto�:

� (⇢) =
’
�

5� · �0 ·
✓
⇢

⇢0

◆�W
·
8>><
>>:

1, ⇢ < /� · 'cut;

exp
⇣
1 � ⇢

/� ·'cut

⌘
, ⇢ > /� · 'cut.

(1)

where �0 is the normalisation factor, /� is the atomic number of each species � and 5� is the
fraction of � at the energy ⇢0 = 1017.5 eV.

fpd Talys [6], PSB [7] XYZ
EBL Gilmore [8], Dominguez [9] XYZ
HIM EPOS-LHC [10], Sibyll2.3d [11], QGSJetIIv4 [12] XYZ

Table 1: The propagation models used in this analysis. The
bold letters define the label ’XYZ’. For instance, ‘TGE’ stands for
Talys, Glimore and EPOS-LHC models.

The energy spectrum and mass com-
position of the particles escaping from the
sources are modified during the propaga-
tion in the intergalactic medium (IGM) by
the adiabatic energy losses and the interac-
tions with background photons. We take
into account these e�ects by using SimProp [5] simulations, where the uncertain quantities, i.e.
the photodisintegration cross sections fpd and the EBL spectrum, are treated with phenomenolog-
ical models. Besides, since a direct measurement of the mass composition is not possible on an
event-by-event basis, we use the distribution of -max as an estimator of the mass distribution in each
energy bin. The conversion to the mass distribution depends on the chosen hadronic interaction
model (HIM), which is thus another source of uncertainty. The various propagation models used in
this analysis are shown in Tab. 1. We choose the configuration labelled as “TGE” as our reference
and the impact of the models on the fit results will be discussed in Sec. 4.

2

Extragalactic sources - assume rigidity-dependent cut-off at source

- uniformly distributed identical sources (except for local over-density  Mpc)

- Injected mass, five representative groups of 

- propagation energy losses included, source evolution dependence checked

- Fit for injected mass fractions , spectral index  and rigidity cutoff 

d < 30
A

fA ! Rcut

Below the ankle

- two scenarios explored (incl. extragalactic contribution)

- Minimal difference in mass predictions from scenarios

Interpretation of flux and composition data (i)
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di!erent mass groups have small overlap and the composition becomes heavier as the energy
increases. The estimated non-negligible Fe fraction at the sources is actually required only by the
energy spectrum fit, since it contributes at the highest energies where the mass composition data
are not available, as already noted in [17].

3. E!ect of the experimental systematic uncertainties

The systematic uncertainties of instrumental origin a!ect both the energy and the !max mea-
surements. The uncertainty on the energy scale is assumed to be !"/" = 14% in the whole
considered energy range [18]. For the !max scale we consider an asymmetric and slightly energy-
dependent uncertainty, ranging from 6 to 9 g cm!2 [13]. An additional systematic e!ect could also
arise from the uncertainties on the !max resolution and acceptance parameters [13], but we verified
that their impact on the fit results is here negligible.

!!max !"/" #! #"max #

-14% 52.5 578.3 630.9
!1$syst 0 71.7 595.2 666.9

+14% 64.9 609.3 674.2
-14% 53.5 581.3 634.8

0 0 60.1 554.8 614.9
+14% 70.6 548.8 619.5
-14% 79.1 714.2 793.3

+1$syst 0 80.8 555.4 736.2
+14% 82.4 615.7 698.2

Table 3: The e!ect on the deviance of the
±1 #syst shifts in the energy and !max scales.

.

Following the same approach used in [2], we take
into account the uncertainty on the energy scale and on
the !max scale by shifting all the measured energies and
!max values by one systematic standard deviation in each
direction. We consider all the possible combinations of
these shifts and their e!ect on the deviance value is sum-
marised in Tab. 3. The dominant e!ect in terms of predic-
tions at Earth is the one arising from the !max uncertainty;
as for the estimated best fit parameters, they are not much
modified when the experimental systematic uncertainties
are considered.

The maximal variations on the predicted fluxes at Earth, obtained by considering all the
configurations of Tab. 3, are shown in Fig. 3. The rather large uncertainty on the predicted total
fluxes (brown band) is due to the ±14% shifts in the energy scale, but it significantly a!ects only

Figure 3: Left: the combined e!ect of the experimental uncertainties on the energy spectrum. Right: the e!ect on
the relative abundances at the top of atmosphere. The uncertainties are considered by shifting the energies and/or the
!max distributions of 1 #syst in both directions, as shown in Tab. 3. The bands represent the maximal variations induced
by considering all the possible combinations of shifts. The shaded area in the right plot indicates the region where the
!max measurements are grouped in one single energy bin because of the low statistics and thus the mass composition
predictions are mainly driven by the energy spectrum fit.
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are free fit parameters. Our data cannot be described by a Galactic contribution with heavier
mass compositions, e.g. the deviance reaches ! 1000 if a composition dominated by silicon is
assumed. In the second scenario we assume only one additional mixed extragalactic component
at low energies, similar to the above-ankle one, but characterised by di!erent physical parameters.
Even if this scenario exhibits a lower deviance, the di!erence is comparable to the systematic
uncertainties e!ect illustrated in the next sections; in the future a more detailed investigation of the
assumptions on the Galactic contribution could possibly help to establish a favoured scenario.

In both the scenarios the high-energy (HE) component exhibits a very hard energy spectrum
at the sources, a relatively low maximum rigidity and a mixed mass composition, dominated by
medium-mass nuclei. On the other hand, the additional low-energy (LE) extragalactic component,
either light or mixed, has a very soft energy spectrum and a very high rigidity cuto!, which are also
related to a larger estimated source emissivity with respect to the one of the HE component; the fit
is actually degenerate with respect to !cut for values above ! 1019 eV, thus fixing this parameter to
an arbitrarily high value, such as 1024 eV, provides the same best fit results.
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Figure 1: The measured energy spectrum and the estimated best fit results in the scenario with two mixed extragalactic
components. Left: the estimated contributions from the two extragalactic components (red: LE component, blue: HE
component). Right: the partial fluxes related to di!erent nuclear species at the top of atmosphere, grouped according to
their mass number: " = 1 (red), 2 " " " 4 (grey), 5 " " " 22 (green), 23 " " " 38 (cyan), " # 39 (blue).
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Figure 2: The first two moments of the #max distributions in each energy bin along with their expected values and the
predictions for pure compositions of 1H (red), 4He (grey), 14N (green), 28Si (cyan), 56Fe (blue).

In Fig. 1 and in Fig. 2 the best fit results obtained in the scenario with two mixed extragalactic
components are shown with the observed energy spectrum and the first two moments of the measured
#max distributions. The observed mass composition below the ankle is mixed and dominated by
protons and medium-mass nuclei, such as nitrogen. Above the ankle the contributions from the
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are free fit parameters. Our data cannot be described by a Galactic contribution with heavier
mass compositions, e.g. the deviance reaches ! 1000 if a composition dominated by silicon is
assumed. In the second scenario we assume only one additional mixed extragalactic component
at low energies, similar to the above-ankle one, but characterised by di!erent physical parameters.
Even if this scenario exhibits a lower deviance, the di!erence is comparable to the systematic
uncertainties e!ect illustrated in the next sections; in the future a more detailed investigation of the
assumptions on the Galactic contribution could possibly help to establish a favoured scenario.

In both the scenarios the high-energy (HE) component exhibits a very hard energy spectrum
at the sources, a relatively low maximum rigidity and a mixed mass composition, dominated by
medium-mass nuclei. On the other hand, the additional low-energy (LE) extragalactic component,
either light or mixed, has a very soft energy spectrum and a very high rigidity cuto!, which are also
related to a larger estimated source emissivity with respect to the one of the HE component; the fit
is actually degenerate with respect to !cut for values above ! 1019 eV, thus fixing this parameter to
an arbitrarily high value, such as 1024 eV, provides the same best fit results.
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Figure 1: The measured energy spectrum and the estimated best fit results in the scenario with two mixed extragalactic
components. Left: the estimated contributions from the two extragalactic components (red: LE component, blue: HE
component). Right: the partial fluxes related to di!erent nuclear species at the top of atmosphere, grouped according to
their mass number: " = 1 (red), 2 " " " 4 (grey), 5 " " " 22 (green), 23 " " " 38 (cyan), " # 39 (blue).

18.0 18.5 19.0 19.5 20.0
(E/eV)

10
log

700
710
720
730
740
750
760
770
780
790
800

]
-2

 [g
 c

m
〉

m
ax

X〈

H He
N

Si

Fe

EPOS-LHC

18.0 18.5 19.0 19.5 20.0
(E/eV)

10
log

15
20
25
30
35
40
45
50
55
60
65

]
-2

) [
g 

cm
m

ax
(X

σ

H

He

N
Si

Figure 2: The first two moments of the #max distributions in each energy bin along with their expected values and the
predictions for pure compositions of 1H (red), 4He (grey), 14N (green), 28Si (cyan), 56Fe (blue).

In Fig. 1 and in Fig. 2 the best fit results obtained in the scenario with two mixed extragalactic
components are shown with the observed energy spectrum and the first two moments of the measured
#max distributions. The observed mass composition below the ankle is mixed and dominated by
protons and medium-mass nuclei, such as nitrogen. Above the ankle the contributions from the
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Effect of the systematic uncertainties

Energy scale:   
Xmax scale: 

!sys(E)/E = 14 %
!sys(Xmax) = 6 ÷ 9 g cm!2
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Figure 3: Left: the combined e!ect of the experimental uncertainties on the energy spectrum. Right: the
e!ect on the relative abundances at the top of atmosphere. The uncertainties are considered by shifting the
energies and/or the !max distributions of 1 "syst in both directions, as shown in Tab. 3. The bands represent
the maximal variations induced by considering all the possible combinations of shifts. The shaded area in
the right plot indicates the energy region where no mass composition information is available and thus the
predictions are only extrapolated from the energy spectrum fit.

4. E!ect of the uncertainties from models

We also investigate the impact on the fit results of changing the propagation models and the
hadronic interaction model. In all the cases we repeat the fit considering di!erent combinations of
propagation models, labelled as ’XY’ according to Tab. 1. The results thus obtained are written in
Tab. 5 and their e!ect on the predicted fluxes at Earth is shown in Fig. 4.

As concerns the hadronic interaction model, we verified that QGSJetIIv4 cannot properly
describe our data and is thus excluded from this analysis. Since we want to keep open the option
that our data are better described by an intermediate model between EPOS-LHC and Sibyll2.3d
instead of exactly one of them, we introduce an additional nuisance parameter #HIM, limited
between 0 and 1, which defines the value of each HIM-dependent Gumbel parameter as $ =
#HIM · $EPOS + (1 ! #HIM) · $Sibyll. The introduction of #HIM leads to an additional deviance term
%HIM = (#HIM ! 0.5)2/(0.5)2.

TG PG TD PD
LE HE LE HE LE HE LE HE

! 3.49 ± 0.02 !1.98 ± 0.10 3.48 ± 0.04 !1.9 ± 0.2 3.66 ± 0.05 !0.93 ± 0.09 3.51 ± 0.06 !0.86 ± 0.10
log10 ("cut/V) 24 (lim.) 18.16 ± 0.01 24 (lim.) 18.16 ± 0.02 18.04 ± 0.04 18.23 ± 0.01 17.95 ± 0.06 18.21 ± 0.01
#H (%) 49.87 $ (10!7) 49.39 0.44 44.17 0.38 40.85 $ (10!9)
#He (%) 10.92 28.60 14.52 49.29 7.45 20.21 14.64 47.99
#N (%) 36.25 69.05 33.28 43.84 45.17 73.80 39.57 38.29
#Si (%) $ (10!6) 7.32 $ (10!7) 4.64 $ (10!5) 2.91 $ (10!6) 11.15
#Fe (%) 2.96 2.35 2.80 1.78 3.21 2.69 4.94 2.58
%HIM 1.0 (lim.) 0.94 ± 0.17 0.92 ± 0.15 0.86 ± 0.13
&HIM 1.0 0.78 0.69 0.52
&! ('! ) 60.1 (24) 51.9 (24) 44.3 (24) 51.7 (24)
&"max ('"max ) 555.8 (329) 564.8 (329) 587.5 (329) 593.2 (329)
&tot (' ) 615.9 (353) 616.7 (353) 631.8 (353) 645.0 (353)

Table 5: Best fit results obtained by using di!erent combinations of propagation models. The uncertainty
due to the hadronic interaction model choice is considered by fitting the nuisance parameter #HIM.

For all the considered combinations of propagation models our data appear to be better described
by either EPOS-LHC or intermediate models compatible with it. The lowest deviance is obtained in
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Figure 3: Left: the combined e!ect of the experimental uncertainties on the energy spectrum. Right: the
e!ect on the relative abundances at the top of atmosphere. The uncertainties are considered by shifting the
energies and/or the !max distributions of 1 "syst in both directions, as shown in Tab. 3. The bands represent
the maximal variations induced by considering all the possible combinations of shifts. The shaded area in
the right plot indicates the energy region where no mass composition information is available and thus the
predictions are only extrapolated from the energy spectrum fit.

4. E!ect of the uncertainties from models

We also investigate the impact on the fit results of changing the propagation models and the
hadronic interaction model. In all the cases we repeat the fit considering di!erent combinations of
propagation models, labelled as ’XY’ according to Tab. 1. The results thus obtained are written in
Tab. 5 and their e!ect on the predicted fluxes at Earth is shown in Fig. 4.

As concerns the hadronic interaction model, we verified that QGSJetIIv4 cannot properly
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Figure 4: Left: the e!ect of the uncertainties from models on the energy spectrum. Right: the e!ect on the relative
abundances at the top of atmosphere. The bands represent the maximal variations given by the results in Tab. 4.

5. Source evolution

All the results presented in the previous sections are obtained by assuming no cosmolog-
ical evolution for the populations of extragalactic sources. We perform the fit also assuming
three di!erent evolution scenarios: we consider a SF-like [18] evolution, an AGN-like one [19],
which have a positive source evolution for ! < 1 (" = 3.5 and " = 5, respectively), and a
TDE-like evolution with " = !3 for small ! [20]. Since there is no physical reasons to as-
sume that the two populations of sources have the same cosmological evolution, all the possible
combinations are considered and the results in terms of total deviance are summarised in Fig. 5.

Figure 5: Deviance as a function of the
cosmological evolution of the two popula-
tions.

In the case of the LE component, a positive (negative) evolu-
tion produces a hardening (softening) of the energy spectrum
at the sources to compensate the larger amount of low (high)
energy particles. As for the HE component, the cosmologi-
cal evolution e!ect is balanced by the interplay between the
modification of the energy spectrum at the sources and/or the
adjustment of the rigidity cuto! of the LE component. If the
HE population has a strong positive evolution (e.g. " = 5), the
hardening of the energy spectrum at the sources is not enough
to compensate the increased amount of low-energy particles,
hence the LE component is suppressed below " 1018 eV to
attempt the description of the whole energy range with the HE component alone; the deviances are
very high, so that such scenarios are excluded by our data at high significance. In all the other
scenarios, the impact on the fit results is within the systematic uncertainties e!ect, so it is more
di"cult to draw a conclusion about a favoured configuration. However, when we consider the values
" = 0, 3.5 for the HE component and " = !3, 0 for the LE one, we obtain the lowest deviances.

6. Conclusions

In this study we performed a combined fit of the energy spectrum and mass composition data
from " 6 · 1017 eV. The region above the ankle is described by an extragalactic component ejected
at the sources with a very hard energy spectrum (# < 0), a rather low rigidity cuto! and a mass
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Figure 3: Left: the combined e!ect of the experimental uncertainties on the energy spectrum. Right: the
e!ect on the relative abundances at the top of atmosphere. The uncertainties are considered by shifting the
energies and/or the !max distributions of 1 "syst in both directions, as shown in Tab. 3. The bands represent
the maximal variations induced by considering all the possible combinations of shifts. The shaded area in
the right plot indicates the energy region where no mass composition information is available and thus the
predictions are only extrapolated from the energy spectrum fit.

4. E!ect of the uncertainties from models

We also investigate the impact on the fit results of changing the propagation models and the
hadronic interaction model. In all the cases we repeat the fit considering di!erent combinations of
propagation models, labelled as ’XY’ according to Tab. 1. The results thus obtained are written in
Tab. 5 and their e!ect on the predicted fluxes at Earth is shown in Fig. 4.

As concerns the hadronic interaction model, we verified that QGSJetIIv4 cannot properly
describe our data and is thus excluded from this analysis. Since we want to keep open the option
that our data are better described by an intermediate model between EPOS-LHC and Sibyll2.3d
instead of exactly one of them, we introduce an additional nuisance parameter #HIM, limited
between 0 and 1, which defines the value of each HIM-dependent Gumbel parameter as $ =
#HIM · $EPOS + (1 ! #HIM) · $Sibyll. The introduction of #HIM leads to an additional deviance term
%HIM = (#HIM ! 0.5)2/(0.5)2.
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due to the hadronic interaction model choice is considered by fitting the nuisance parameter #HIM.
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5. Source evolution

All the results presented in the previous sections are obtained by assuming no cosmolog-
ical evolution for the populations of extragalactic sources. We perform the fit also assuming
three di!erent evolution scenarios: we consider a SF-like [18] evolution, an AGN-like one [19],
which have a positive source evolution for ! < 1 (" = 3.5 and " = 5, respectively), and a
TDE-like evolution with " = !3 for small ! [20]. Since there is no physical reasons to as-
sume that the two populations of sources have the same cosmological evolution, all the possible
combinations are considered and the results in terms of total deviance are summarised in Fig. 5.

Figure 5: Deviance as a function of the
cosmological evolution of the two popula-
tions.

In the case of the LE component, a positive (negative) evolu-
tion produces a hardening (softening) of the energy spectrum
at the sources to compensate the larger amount of low (high)
energy particles. As for the HE component, the cosmologi-
cal evolution e!ect is balanced by the interplay between the
modification of the energy spectrum at the sources and/or the
adjustment of the rigidity cuto! of the LE component. If the
HE population has a strong positive evolution (e.g. " = 5), the
hardening of the energy spectrum at the sources is not enough
to compensate the increased amount of low-energy particles,
hence the LE component is suppressed below " 1018 eV to
attempt the description of the whole energy range with the HE component alone; the deviances are
very high, so that such scenarios are excluded by our data at high significance. In all the other
scenarios, the impact on the fit results is within the systematic uncertainties e!ect, so it is more
di"cult to draw a conclusion about a favoured configuration. However, when we consider the values
" = 0, 3.5 for the HE component and " = !3, 0 for the LE one, we obtain the lowest deviances.

6. Conclusions

In this study we performed a combined fit of the energy spectrum and mass composition data
from " 6 · 1017 eV. The region above the ankle is described by an extragalactic component ejected
at the sources with a very hard energy spectrum (# < 0), a rather low rigidity cuto! and a mass
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1. Introduction

The existence of ultra-high-energy cosmic rays (UHECRs), the ones reaching Earth with
energies above ! 1018 eV, was proven in the early 1960s and recent measurements point to a
predominant flux component of extragalactic origin at these energies [1]. In the still open quest for
the sources of these particles, the large ground-based experiments built in the last few decades, like
the Pierre Auger Observatory, have been helping in shedding light on such open questions.

In this analysis we simultaneously fit a simple astrophysical model to both the energy spectrum
and the mass composition data measured at the Pierre Auger Observatory, considering energies
from 1017.8 eV to include the region across the ankle. At this first stage, the e!ects of the potentially
relevant interactions occurring in the acceleration sites are not considered, limiting the study to
constrain the physical parameters related to the energy spectrum and the mass composition of
particles escaping the environments of extragalactic sources. In a previous publication [2], a model
consisting of one single population of extragalactic sources was fitted to the data above the ankle
(! > 1018.7 eV). Here, since we want to interpret also the ankle region, we assume the presence of
one (or more) additional contribution(s) at low energies, so that the ankle feature results from the
superposition of di!erent components. Each extragalactic component originates from a population
of identical sources, uniformly distributed in the comoving volume except for a local overdensity
for distances smaller than ! 30 Mpc. The overdensity is considered as a cluster centred around
our Galaxy, following [3], which provides a good approximation to nearby densities if compared
to the distributions of stellar mass and star formation (SF) rate over the full sky illustrated in [4].
Each component is given by the superposition of the contributions of " " 5 representative nuclear
species #, chosen among 1H, 4He, 14N, 28Si, 56Fe, ejected according to a power-law spectrum with
a rigidity-dependent broken exponential cuto!:

$ (!) =
!
!

%! · $0 ·
"
!

!0

##"
·
$%%&
%%'

1, ! < &! · 'cut;
exp

(
1 # #

$! ·%cut

)
, ! > &! · 'cut.

(1)

where $0 is the normalisation factor, &! is the atomic number of each species # and %! is the
fraction of # at the energy !0 = 1017.5 eV.

&pd Talys [6], PSB [7] XYZ
EBL Gilmore [8], Dominguez [9] XYZ
HIM EPOS-LHC [10], Sibyll2.3d [11], QGSJetIIv4 [12] XYZ

Table 1: The propagation models used in this analysis. The
bold letters define the label ’XYZ’. For instance, ‘TGE’ stands for
Talys, Glimore and EPOS-LHC models.

The energy spectrum and mass com-
position of the particles escaping from the
sources are modified during the propaga-
tion in the intergalactic medium (IGM) by
the adiabatic energy losses and the interac-
tions with background photons. We take
into account these e!ects by using SimProp [5] simulations, where the uncertain quantities, i.e.
the photodisintegration cross sections (pd and the EBL spectrum, are treated with phenomenolog-
ical models. Besides, since a direct measurement of the mass composition is not possible on an
event-by-event basis, we use the distribution of )max as an estimator of the mass distribution in each
energy bin. The conversion to the mass distribution depends on the chosen hadronic interaction
model (HIM), which is thus another source of uncertainty. The various propagation models used in
this analysis are shown in Tab. 1. We choose the configuration labelled as “TGE” as our reference
and the impact of the models on the fit results will be discussed in Sec. 4.
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Figure 3: Left: the combined e�ect of the experimental uncertainties on the energy spectrum. Right: the
e�ect on the relative abundances at the top of atmosphere. The uncertainties are considered by shifting the
energies and/or the -max distributions of 1 fsyst in both directions, as shown in Tab. 3. The bands represent
the maximal variations induced by considering all the possible combinations of shifts. The shaded area in
the right plot indicates the energy region where no mass composition information is available and thus the
predictions are only extrapolated from the energy spectrum fit.

4. E�ect of the uncertainties from models

We also investigate the impact on the fit results of changing the propagation models and the
hadronic interaction model. In all the cases we repeat the fit considering di�erent combinations of
propagation models, labelled as ’XY’ according to Tab. 1. The results thus obtained are written in
Tab. 5 and their e�ect on the predicted fluxes at Earth is shown in Fig. 4.

As concerns the hadronic interaction model, we verified that QGSJetIIv4 cannot properly
describe our data and is thus excluded from this analysis. Since we want to keep open the option
that our data are better described by an intermediate model between EPOS-LHC and Sibyll2.3d
instead of exactly one of them, we introduce an additional nuisance parameter XHIM, limited
between 0 and 1, which defines the value of each HIM-dependent Gumbel parameter as ? =
XHIM · ?EPOS + (1 � XHIM) · ?Sibyll. The introduction of XHIM leads to an additional deviance term
⇡HIM = (XHIM � 0.5)2/(0.5)2.
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W 3.49 ± 0.02 �1.98 ± 0.10 3.48 ± 0.04 �1.9 ± 0.2 3.66 ± 0.05 �0.93 ± 0.09 3.51 ± 0.06 �0.86 ± 0.10
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due to the hadronic interaction model choice is considered by fitting the nuisance parameter XHIM.
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W 3.49 ± 0.02 �1.98 ± 0.10 3.48 ± 0.04 �1.9 ± 0.2 3.66 ± 0.05 �0.93 ± 0.09 3.51 ± 0.06 �0.86 ± 0.10
log10 ('cut/V) 24 (lim.) 18.16 ± 0.01 24 (lim.) 18.16 ± 0.02 18.04 ± 0.04 18.23 ± 0.01 17.95 ± 0.06 18.21 ± 0.01
�H (%) 49.87 $ (10�7) 49.39 0.44 44.17 0.38 40.85 $ (10�9)
�He (%) 10.92 28.60 14.52 49.29 7.45 20.21 14.64 47.99
�N (%) 36.25 69.05 33.28 43.84 45.17 73.80 39.57 38.29
�Si (%) $ (10�6) 7.32 $ (10�7) 4.64 $ (10�5) 2.91 $ (10�6) 11.15
�Fe (%) 2.96 2.35 2.80 1.78 3.21 2.69 4.94 2.58
XHIM 1.0 (lim.) 0.94 ± 0.17 0.92 ± 0.15 0.86 ± 0.13
⇡HIM 1.0 0.78 0.69 0.52
⇡� (#� ) 60.1 (24) 51.9 (24) 44.3 (24) 51.7 (24)
⇡-max (#-max ) 555.8 (329) 564.8 (329) 587.5 (329) 593.2 (329)
⇡tot (# ) 615.9 (353) 616.7 (353) 631.8 (353) 645.0 (353)

Table 5: Best fit results obtained by using di�erent combinations of propagation models. The uncertainty
due to the hadronic interaction model choice is considered by fitting the nuisance parameter XHIM.

For all the considered combinations of propagation models our data appear to be better described
by either EPOS-LHC or intermediate models compatible with it. The lowest deviance is obtained in
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A = 1 
1 < A < 5 

4 < A < 23  
22 < A < 39 
38 < A < 57 

Experimental systematic uncertainties:

• Large band around the total flux due to the energy scale uncertainty 
→ impact mainly on the estimated J0 (and emissivity of sources)  

• The strongest impact on the predictions is the one from the Xmax scale

Systematic uncertainties from models:

Hadronic interaction model: Sibyll2.3d/EPOS-LHC/intermediate models 
(with a nuisance parameter)
Propagation models: Talys/PSB; Gilmore/Dominguez 
(fit repeated considering different model configurations)

• EPOS-LHC or models compatible with it are 
always preferred
→ HIM choice: stronger impact on D 
and on the predictions at Earth

The dominant effect on the the predicted fluxes and on the 
deviance is the one from the experimental uncertainties
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Figure 4: Left: the e�ect of the uncertainties from models on the energy spectrum. Right: the e�ect on the relative
abundances at the top of atmosphere. The bands represent the maximal variations given by the results in Tab. 4.

5. Source evolution

All the results presented in the previous sections are obtained by assuming no cosmolog-
ical evolution for the populations of extragalactic sources. We perform the fit also assuming
three di�erent evolution scenarios: we consider a SF-like [18] evolution, an AGN-like one [19],
which have a positive source evolution for I < 1 (< = 3.5 and < = 5, respectively), and a
TDE-like evolution with < = �3 for small I [20]. Since there is no physical reasons to as-
sume that the two populations of sources have the same cosmological evolution, all the possible
combinations are considered and the results in terms of total deviance are summarised in Fig. 5.

Figure 5: Deviance as a function of the
cosmological evolution of the two popula-
tions.

In the case of the LE component, a positive (negative) evolu-
tion produces a hardening (softening) of the energy spectrum
at the sources to compensate the larger amount of low (high)
energy particles. As for the HE component, the cosmologi-
cal evolution e�ect is balanced by the interplay between the
modification of the energy spectrum at the sources and/or the
adjustment of the rigidity cuto� of the LE component. If the
HE population has a strong positive evolution (e.g. < = 5), the
hardening of the energy spectrum at the sources is not enough
to compensate the increased amount of low-energy particles,
hence the LE component is suppressed below ⇠ 1018 eV to
attempt the description of the whole energy range with the HE component alone; the deviances are
very high, so that such scenarios are excluded by our data at high significance. In all the other
scenarios, the impact on the fit results is within the systematic uncertainties e�ect, so it is more
di�cult to draw a conclusion about a favoured configuration. However, when we consider the values
< = 0, 3.5 for the HE component and < = �3, 0 for the LE one, we obtain the lowest deviances.

6. Conclusions

In this study we performed a combined fit of the energy spectrum and mass composition data
from ⇠ 6 · 1017 eV. The region above the ankle is described by an extragalactic component ejected
at the sources with a very hard energy spectrum (W < 0), a rather low rigidity cuto� and a mass
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abundances at the top of atmosphere. The bands represent the maximal variations given by the results in Tab. 4.
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TDE-like evolution with < = �3 for small I [20]. Since there is no physical reasons to as-
sume that the two populations of sources have the same cosmological evolution, all the possible
combinations are considered and the results in terms of total deviance are summarised in Fig. 5.
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energy particles. As for the HE component, the cosmologi-
cal evolution e�ect is balanced by the interplay between the
modification of the energy spectrum at the sources and/or the
adjustment of the rigidity cuto� of the LE component. If the
HE population has a strong positive evolution (e.g. < = 5), the
hardening of the energy spectrum at the sources is not enough
to compensate the increased amount of low-energy particles,
hence the LE component is suppressed below ⇠ 1018 eV to
attempt the description of the whole energy range with the HE component alone; the deviances are
very high, so that such scenarios are excluded by our data at high significance. In all the other
scenarios, the impact on the fit results is within the systematic uncertainties e�ect, so it is more
di�cult to draw a conclusion about a favoured configuration. However, when we consider the values
< = 0, 3.5 for the HE component and < = �3, 0 for the LE one, we obtain the lowest deviances.

6. Conclusions

In this study we performed a combined fit of the energy spectrum and mass composition data
from ⇠ 6 · 1017 eV. The region above the ankle is described by an extragalactic component ejected
at the sources with a very hard energy spectrum (W < 0), a rather low rigidity cuto� and a mass
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Models configuration: Talys, Gilmore, EPOS-LHC

Scenario A Scenario B

Fit results in the two scenarios

Scenario B
Gal. contribution +  

EG component of pure p 
Two EG mixed 
components

June 26, 2021

�pd Talys, PSB XYZ
EBL Gilmore, Dominguez XYZ
HIM EPOS-LHC, Sibyll2.3d, QGSJetIIv4 XYZ

Galactic contribution (at Earth) N+Si -

J0,gal [eV�1 km�2 sr�1 yr�1] (1.07 ± 0.06) · 10�13 -

log
10

(Rcut,gal/V) 17.48 ± 0.02 -

fN(%) 93.0 ± 0.5 -

EG components (at the sources) Low energy High energy Low energy High energy

L0 [1045 erg Mpc�3 yr�1] 7.28 0.44 17.0 0.45

� 3.30 ± 0.05 �1.47 ± 0.12 3.49 ± 0.02 �1.98 ± 0.10

log
10

(Rcut/V) 24 (lim.) 18.19 ± 0.02 24 (lim.) 18.16 ± 0.01

IH (%) 100 (fixed) 0.0 49.87 0.0

IHe (%) - 27.17 10.92 28.60

IN (%) - 69.86 36.25 69.05

ISi (%) - 0.0 0.0 0.0

IFe (%) - 2.97 2.96 2.35

DJ (NJ ) 49.5 (24) 60.1 (24)

DXmax
(NXmax

) 593.8 (329) 554.8 (329)

D (N) 643.3 (353) 614.9 (353)

Talys, Gilmore PSB, Gilmore Talys, Dominguez PSB, Dominguez

LE HE LE HE LE HE LE HE

L0 [1045erg Mpc�3yr�1] 17.0 0.45 16.8 0.44 21.7 0.71 22.1 0.71

� 3.49 ± 0.02 �1.98 ± 0.10 3.49 ± 0.03 �1.95 ± 0.16 3.67 ± 0.06 �0.95 ± 0.12 3.70 ± 0.05 �0.94 ± 0.12

log
10

(Rcut/V) 24 (lim.) 18.16 ± 0.01 24 (lim.) 18.16 ± 0.02 18.04 ± 0.06 18.23 ± 0.02 18.03 ± 0.02 18.22 ± 0.02

IH (%) 49.87 0.0 51.15 0.91 45.48 0.61 45.67 0.79

IHe (%) 10.92 28.60 12.68 49.09 6.13 20.25 8.55 48.79

IN (%) 36.25 69.05 33.25 43.89 45.03 73.70 42.10 40.57

ISi (%) 0.0 7.32 0.0 4.23 0.0 2.75 0.0 7.99

IFe (%) 2.96 2.35 2.93 1.87 3.36 2.69 3.67 1.86

�HIM 1.0 (lim.) 1.0 (lim.) 0.96+0.04
�0.16 0.94+0.06

�0.14

DJ (NJ ) 60.1 (24) 53.0 (24) 44.7 (24) 43.0 (24)

DXmax
(NXmax

) 554.8 (329) 562.8 (329) 586.3 (329) 591.6 (329)

D (N) 614.9 (353) 615.8 (353) 631.0 (353) 634.6 (353)
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energy ⇢0 = 1016.85 eV, the normalisation �0,gal and the Z-dependent rigidity cuto� log10('cut,gal)
are free fit parameters. Our data cannot be described by a Galactic contribution with heavier mass
compositions, e.g. the deviance reaches ⇠ 1000 if a composition dominated by silicon is assumed.
In the latter scenario we assume only one additional mixed extragalactic component at low energies,
similar to the above-ankle one, but characterised by di�erent physical parameters.

In both the scenarios the high-energy (HE) component exhibits a very hard energy spectrum
at the sources, a relatively low maximum rigidity and a mixed mass composition, dominated by
medium-mass nuclei. On the other hand, the additional low-energy (LE) extragalactic component,
either light or mixed, has a very soft energy spectrum and a very high rigidity cuto�; the fit is
actually degenerate with respect to 'cut for values above ⇠ 1019 eV, thus fixing this parameter to an
arbitrarily high value, such as 1024 eV, provides the same best fit results.
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Figure 1: The measured energy spectrum and the estimated best fit results. Left: the estimated contributions
from the two extragalactic components (red: low-energy component, blue: high-energy component). Right:
the partial fluxes related to di�erent nuclear species at the top of atmosphere, grouped according to their
mass number: � = 1 (red), 2  �  4 (grey), 5  �  22 (green), 23  �  38 (cyan), � � 39 (blue).
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Figure 2: The first two moments of the distributions in each energy bin along with their expected values and
the predictions for pure compositions of 1H (red), 4He (grey), 14N (green), 28Si (cyan), 56Fe (blue).

In Fig. 1 and in Fig. 2 the best fit results obtained in the scenario with two mixed extragalactic
components are shown with the observed energy spectrum and the first two moments of the measured
-max distributions. The observed mass composition below the ankle is mixed and dominated by
protons and medium-mass nuclei, such as nitrogen. Above the ankle the contributions from the
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Predicted fluxes at Earth

Differences between the two scenarios within the systematic uncertainties  
→ further investigations of the Galactic contribution to possibly define a 

favoured scenario 

Result:  V, with very hard source spectral index, 
, not well constrained in the model.  No strong dependence on 

source evolution . 
 
In this simple model, the spectral instep feature is associated with 
helium from nearer sources.  The flux suppression is a superposition 
of source exhaustion and propagation energy losses.

Rcut ! 1.5 " 1018

! < 1
m

Bands describe experimental uncertainties (in E and Xmax), dominate over model systematics.
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1. Introduction

The existence of ultra-high-energy cosmic rays (UHECRs), the ones reaching Earth with
energies above ⇠ 1018 eV, was proven in the early 1960s and recent measurements point to a
predominant flux component of extragalactic origin at these energies [1]. In the still open quest for
the sources of these particles, the large ground-based experiments built in the last few decades, like
the Pierre Auger Observatory, have been helping in shedding light on such open questions.

In this analysis we simultaneously fit a simple astrophysical model to both the energy spectrum
and the mass composition data measured at the Pierre Auger Observatory, considering energies
from 1017.8 eV to include the region across the ankle. At this first stage, the e�ects of the potentially
relevant interactions occurring in the acceleration sites are not considered, limiting the study to
constrain the physical parameters related to the energy spectrum and the mass composition of
particles escaping the environments of extragalactic sources. In a previous publication [2], a model
consisting of one single population of extragalactic sources was fitted to the data above the ankle
(⇢ > 1018.7 eV). Here, since we want to interpret also the ankle region, we assume the presence of
one (or more) additional contribution(s) at low energies, so that the ankle feature results from the
superposition of di�erent components. Each extragalactic component originates from a population
of identical sources, uniformly distributed in the comoving volume except for a local overdensity
for distances smaller than ⇠ 30 Mpc. The overdensity is considered as a cluster centred around
our Galaxy, following [3], which provides a good approximation to nearby densities if compared
to the distributions of stellar mass and star formation (SF) rate over the full sky illustrated in [4].
Each component is given by the superposition of the contributions of =  5 representative nuclear
species �, chosen among 1H, 4He, 14N, 28Si, 56Fe, ejected according to a power-law spectrum with
a rigidity-dependent broken exponential cuto�:

� (⇢) =
’
�

5� · �0 ·
✓
⇢

⇢0

◆�W
·
8>><
>>:

1, ⇢ < /� · 'cut;

exp
⇣
1 � ⇢

/� ·'cut

⌘
, ⇢ > /� · 'cut.

(1)

where �0 is the normalisation factor, /� is the atomic number of each species � and 5� is the
fraction of � at the energy ⇢0 = 1017.5 eV.

fpd Talys [6], PSB [7] XYZ
EBL Gilmore [8], Dominguez [9] XYZ
HIM EPOS-LHC [10], Sibyll2.3d [11], QGSJetIIv4 [12] XYZ

Table 1: The propagation models used in this analysis. The
bold letters define the label ’XYZ’. For instance, ‘TGE’ stands for
Talys, Glimore and EPOS-LHC models.

The energy spectrum and mass com-
position of the particles escaping from the
sources are modified during the propaga-
tion in the intergalactic medium (IGM) by
the adiabatic energy losses and the interac-
tions with background photons. We take
into account these e�ects by using SimProp [5] simulations, where the uncertain quantities, i.e.
the photodisintegration cross sections fpd and the EBL spectrum, are treated with phenomenolog-
ical models. Besides, since a direct measurement of the mass composition is not possible on an
event-by-event basis, we use the distribution of -max as an estimator of the mass distribution in each
energy bin. The conversion to the mass distribution depends on the chosen hadronic interaction
model (HIM), which is thus another source of uncertainty. The various propagation models used in
this analysis are shown in Tab. 1. We choose the configuration labelled as “TGE” as our reference
and the impact of the models on the fit results will be discussed in Sec. 4.

2

Extragalactic sources - assume rigidity-dependent cut-off at source

- uniformly distributed identical sources (except for local over-density  Mpc)

- Injected mass, five representative groups of 

- propagation energy losses included, source evolution dependence checked

- Fit for injected mass fractions , spectral index  and rigidity cutoff 

d < 30
A

fA ! Rcut

Below the ankle

- two scenarios explored (incl. extragalactic contribution)

- Minimal difference in mass predictions from scenarios

Interpretation of flux and composition data (i)
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di!erent mass groups have small overlap and the composition becomes heavier as the energy
increases. The estimated non-negligible Fe fraction at the sources is actually required only by the
energy spectrum fit, since it contributes at the highest energies where the mass composition data
are not available, as already noted in [17].

3. E!ect of the experimental systematic uncertainties

The systematic uncertainties of instrumental origin a!ect both the energy and the !max mea-
surements. The uncertainty on the energy scale is assumed to be !"/" = 14% in the whole
considered energy range [18]. For the !max scale we consider an asymmetric and slightly energy-
dependent uncertainty, ranging from 6 to 9 g cm!2 [13]. An additional systematic e!ect could also
arise from the uncertainties on the !max resolution and acceptance parameters [13], but we verified
that their impact on the fit results is here negligible.

!!max !"/" #! #"max #

-14% 52.5 578.3 630.9
!1$syst 0 71.7 595.2 666.9

+14% 64.9 609.3 674.2
-14% 53.5 581.3 634.8

0 0 60.1 554.8 614.9
+14% 70.6 548.8 619.5
-14% 79.1 714.2 793.3

+1$syst 0 80.8 555.4 736.2
+14% 82.4 615.7 698.2

Table 3: The e!ect on the deviance of the
±1 #syst shifts in the energy and !max scales.

.

Following the same approach used in [2], we take
into account the uncertainty on the energy scale and on
the !max scale by shifting all the measured energies and
!max values by one systematic standard deviation in each
direction. We consider all the possible combinations of
these shifts and their e!ect on the deviance value is sum-
marised in Tab. 3. The dominant e!ect in terms of predic-
tions at Earth is the one arising from the !max uncertainty;
as for the estimated best fit parameters, they are not much
modified when the experimental systematic uncertainties
are considered.

The maximal variations on the predicted fluxes at Earth, obtained by considering all the
configurations of Tab. 3, are shown in Fig. 3. The rather large uncertainty on the predicted total
fluxes (brown band) is due to the ±14% shifts in the energy scale, but it significantly a!ects only

Figure 3: Left: the combined e!ect of the experimental uncertainties on the energy spectrum. Right: the e!ect on
the relative abundances at the top of atmosphere. The uncertainties are considered by shifting the energies and/or the
!max distributions of 1 #syst in both directions, as shown in Tab. 3. The bands represent the maximal variations induced
by considering all the possible combinations of shifts. The shaded area in the right plot indicates the region where the
!max measurements are grouped in one single energy bin because of the low statistics and thus the mass composition
predictions are mainly driven by the energy spectrum fit.
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are free fit parameters. Our data cannot be described by a Galactic contribution with heavier
mass compositions, e.g. the deviance reaches ! 1000 if a composition dominated by silicon is
assumed. In the second scenario we assume only one additional mixed extragalactic component
at low energies, similar to the above-ankle one, but characterised by di!erent physical parameters.
Even if this scenario exhibits a lower deviance, the di!erence is comparable to the systematic
uncertainties e!ect illustrated in the next sections; in the future a more detailed investigation of the
assumptions on the Galactic contribution could possibly help to establish a favoured scenario.

In both the scenarios the high-energy (HE) component exhibits a very hard energy spectrum
at the sources, a relatively low maximum rigidity and a mixed mass composition, dominated by
medium-mass nuclei. On the other hand, the additional low-energy (LE) extragalactic component,
either light or mixed, has a very soft energy spectrum and a very high rigidity cuto!, which are also
related to a larger estimated source emissivity with respect to the one of the HE component; the fit
is actually degenerate with respect to !cut for values above ! 1019 eV, thus fixing this parameter to
an arbitrarily high value, such as 1024 eV, provides the same best fit results.
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Figure 1: The measured energy spectrum and the estimated best fit results in the scenario with two mixed extragalactic
components. Left: the estimated contributions from the two extragalactic components (red: LE component, blue: HE
component). Right: the partial fluxes related to di!erent nuclear species at the top of atmosphere, grouped according to
their mass number: " = 1 (red), 2 " " " 4 (grey), 5 " " " 22 (green), 23 " " " 38 (cyan), " # 39 (blue).
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Figure 2: The first two moments of the #max distributions in each energy bin along with their expected values and the
predictions for pure compositions of 1H (red), 4He (grey), 14N (green), 28Si (cyan), 56Fe (blue).

In Fig. 1 and in Fig. 2 the best fit results obtained in the scenario with two mixed extragalactic
components are shown with the observed energy spectrum and the first two moments of the measured
#max distributions. The observed mass composition below the ankle is mixed and dominated by
protons and medium-mass nuclei, such as nitrogen. Above the ankle the contributions from the
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are free fit parameters. Our data cannot be described by a Galactic contribution with heavier
mass compositions, e.g. the deviance reaches ! 1000 if a composition dominated by silicon is
assumed. In the second scenario we assume only one additional mixed extragalactic component
at low energies, similar to the above-ankle one, but characterised by di!erent physical parameters.
Even if this scenario exhibits a lower deviance, the di!erence is comparable to the systematic
uncertainties e!ect illustrated in the next sections; in the future a more detailed investigation of the
assumptions on the Galactic contribution could possibly help to establish a favoured scenario.

In both the scenarios the high-energy (HE) component exhibits a very hard energy spectrum
at the sources, a relatively low maximum rigidity and a mixed mass composition, dominated by
medium-mass nuclei. On the other hand, the additional low-energy (LE) extragalactic component,
either light or mixed, has a very soft energy spectrum and a very high rigidity cuto!, which are also
related to a larger estimated source emissivity with respect to the one of the HE component; the fit
is actually degenerate with respect to !cut for values above ! 1019 eV, thus fixing this parameter to
an arbitrarily high value, such as 1024 eV, provides the same best fit results.
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Figure 1: The measured energy spectrum and the estimated best fit results in the scenario with two mixed extragalactic
components. Left: the estimated contributions from the two extragalactic components (red: LE component, blue: HE
component). Right: the partial fluxes related to di!erent nuclear species at the top of atmosphere, grouped according to
their mass number: " = 1 (red), 2 " " " 4 (grey), 5 " " " 22 (green), 23 " " " 38 (cyan), " # 39 (blue).
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Figure 2: The first two moments of the #max distributions in each energy bin along with their expected values and the
predictions for pure compositions of 1H (red), 4He (grey), 14N (green), 28Si (cyan), 56Fe (blue).

In Fig. 1 and in Fig. 2 the best fit results obtained in the scenario with two mixed extragalactic
components are shown with the observed energy spectrum and the first two moments of the measured
#max distributions. The observed mass composition below the ankle is mixed and dominated by
protons and medium-mass nuclei, such as nitrogen. Above the ankle the contributions from the
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Effect of the systematic uncertainties

Energy scale:   
Xmax scale: 

!sys(E)/E = 14 %
!sys(Xmax) = 6 ÷ 9 g cm!2
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Figure 3: Left: the combined e!ect of the experimental uncertainties on the energy spectrum. Right: the
e!ect on the relative abundances at the top of atmosphere. The uncertainties are considered by shifting the
energies and/or the !max distributions of 1 "syst in both directions, as shown in Tab. 3. The bands represent
the maximal variations induced by considering all the possible combinations of shifts. The shaded area in
the right plot indicates the energy region where no mass composition information is available and thus the
predictions are only extrapolated from the energy spectrum fit.

4. E!ect of the uncertainties from models

We also investigate the impact on the fit results of changing the propagation models and the
hadronic interaction model. In all the cases we repeat the fit considering di!erent combinations of
propagation models, labelled as ’XY’ according to Tab. 1. The results thus obtained are written in
Tab. 5 and their e!ect on the predicted fluxes at Earth is shown in Fig. 4.

As concerns the hadronic interaction model, we verified that QGSJetIIv4 cannot properly
describe our data and is thus excluded from this analysis. Since we want to keep open the option
that our data are better described by an intermediate model between EPOS-LHC and Sibyll2.3d
instead of exactly one of them, we introduce an additional nuisance parameter #HIM, limited
between 0 and 1, which defines the value of each HIM-dependent Gumbel parameter as $ =
#HIM · $EPOS + (1 ! #HIM) · $Sibyll. The introduction of #HIM leads to an additional deviance term
%HIM = (#HIM ! 0.5)2/(0.5)2.
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Table 5: Best fit results obtained by using di!erent combinations of propagation models. The uncertainty
due to the hadronic interaction model choice is considered by fitting the nuisance parameter #HIM.

For all the considered combinations of propagation models our data appear to be better described
by either EPOS-LHC or intermediate models compatible with it. The lowest deviance is obtained in
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Figure 4: Left: the e!ect of the uncertainties from models on the energy spectrum. Right: the e!ect on the relative
abundances at the top of atmosphere. The bands represent the maximal variations given by the results in Tab. 4.

5. Source evolution

All the results presented in the previous sections are obtained by assuming no cosmolog-
ical evolution for the populations of extragalactic sources. We perform the fit also assuming
three di!erent evolution scenarios: we consider a SF-like [18] evolution, an AGN-like one [19],
which have a positive source evolution for ! < 1 (" = 3.5 and " = 5, respectively), and a
TDE-like evolution with " = !3 for small ! [20]. Since there is no physical reasons to as-
sume that the two populations of sources have the same cosmological evolution, all the possible
combinations are considered and the results in terms of total deviance are summarised in Fig. 5.

Figure 5: Deviance as a function of the
cosmological evolution of the two popula-
tions.

In the case of the LE component, a positive (negative) evolu-
tion produces a hardening (softening) of the energy spectrum
at the sources to compensate the larger amount of low (high)
energy particles. As for the HE component, the cosmologi-
cal evolution e!ect is balanced by the interplay between the
modification of the energy spectrum at the sources and/or the
adjustment of the rigidity cuto! of the LE component. If the
HE population has a strong positive evolution (e.g. " = 5), the
hardening of the energy spectrum at the sources is not enough
to compensate the increased amount of low-energy particles,
hence the LE component is suppressed below " 1018 eV to
attempt the description of the whole energy range with the HE component alone; the deviances are
very high, so that such scenarios are excluded by our data at high significance. In all the other
scenarios, the impact on the fit results is within the systematic uncertainties e!ect, so it is more
di"cult to draw a conclusion about a favoured configuration. However, when we consider the values
" = 0, 3.5 for the HE component and " = !3, 0 for the LE one, we obtain the lowest deviances.

6. Conclusions

In this study we performed a combined fit of the energy spectrum and mass composition data
from " 6 · 1017 eV. The region above the ankle is described by an extragalactic component ejected
at the sources with a very hard energy spectrum (# < 0), a rather low rigidity cuto! and a mass
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Figure 3: Left: the combined e!ect of the experimental uncertainties on the energy spectrum. Right: the
e!ect on the relative abundances at the top of atmosphere. The uncertainties are considered by shifting the
energies and/or the !max distributions of 1 "syst in both directions, as shown in Tab. 3. The bands represent
the maximal variations induced by considering all the possible combinations of shifts. The shaded area in
the right plot indicates the energy region where no mass composition information is available and thus the
predictions are only extrapolated from the energy spectrum fit.

4. E!ect of the uncertainties from models

We also investigate the impact on the fit results of changing the propagation models and the
hadronic interaction model. In all the cases we repeat the fit considering di!erent combinations of
propagation models, labelled as ’XY’ according to Tab. 1. The results thus obtained are written in
Tab. 5 and their e!ect on the predicted fluxes at Earth is shown in Fig. 4.

As concerns the hadronic interaction model, we verified that QGSJetIIv4 cannot properly
describe our data and is thus excluded from this analysis. Since we want to keep open the option
that our data are better described by an intermediate model between EPOS-LHC and Sibyll2.3d
instead of exactly one of them, we introduce an additional nuisance parameter #HIM, limited
between 0 and 1, which defines the value of each HIM-dependent Gumbel parameter as $ =
#HIM · $EPOS + (1 ! #HIM) · $Sibyll. The introduction of #HIM leads to an additional deviance term
%HIM = (#HIM ! 0.5)2/(0.5)2.

TG PG TD PD
LE HE LE HE LE HE LE HE

! 3.49 ± 0.02 !1.98 ± 0.10 3.48 ± 0.04 !1.9 ± 0.2 3.66 ± 0.05 !0.93 ± 0.09 3.51 ± 0.06 !0.86 ± 0.10
log10 ("cut/V) 24 (lim.) 18.16 ± 0.01 24 (lim.) 18.16 ± 0.02 18.04 ± 0.04 18.23 ± 0.01 17.95 ± 0.06 18.21 ± 0.01
#H (%) 49.87 $ (10!7) 49.39 0.44 44.17 0.38 40.85 $ (10!9)
#He (%) 10.92 28.60 14.52 49.29 7.45 20.21 14.64 47.99
#N (%) 36.25 69.05 33.28 43.84 45.17 73.80 39.57 38.29
#Si (%) $ (10!6) 7.32 $ (10!7) 4.64 $ (10!5) 2.91 $ (10!6) 11.15
#Fe (%) 2.96 2.35 2.80 1.78 3.21 2.69 4.94 2.58
%HIM 1.0 (lim.) 0.94 ± 0.17 0.92 ± 0.15 0.86 ± 0.13
&HIM 1.0 0.78 0.69 0.52
&! ('! ) 60.1 (24) 51.9 (24) 44.3 (24) 51.7 (24)
&"max ('"max ) 555.8 (329) 564.8 (329) 587.5 (329) 593.2 (329)
&tot (' ) 615.9 (353) 616.7 (353) 631.8 (353) 645.0 (353)

Table 5: Best fit results obtained by using di!erent combinations of propagation models. The uncertainty
due to the hadronic interaction model choice is considered by fitting the nuisance parameter #HIM.

For all the considered combinations of propagation models our data appear to be better described
by either EPOS-LHC or intermediate models compatible with it. The lowest deviance is obtained in
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Figure 4: Left: the e!ect of the uncertainties from models on the energy spectrum. Right: the e!ect on the relative
abundances at the top of atmosphere. The bands represent the maximal variations given by the results in Tab. 4.

5. Source evolution

All the results presented in the previous sections are obtained by assuming no cosmolog-
ical evolution for the populations of extragalactic sources. We perform the fit also assuming
three di!erent evolution scenarios: we consider a SF-like [18] evolution, an AGN-like one [19],
which have a positive source evolution for ! < 1 (" = 3.5 and " = 5, respectively), and a
TDE-like evolution with " = !3 for small ! [20]. Since there is no physical reasons to as-
sume that the two populations of sources have the same cosmological evolution, all the possible
combinations are considered and the results in terms of total deviance are summarised in Fig. 5.

Figure 5: Deviance as a function of the
cosmological evolution of the two popula-
tions.

In the case of the LE component, a positive (negative) evolu-
tion produces a hardening (softening) of the energy spectrum
at the sources to compensate the larger amount of low (high)
energy particles. As for the HE component, the cosmologi-
cal evolution e!ect is balanced by the interplay between the
modification of the energy spectrum at the sources and/or the
adjustment of the rigidity cuto! of the LE component. If the
HE population has a strong positive evolution (e.g. " = 5), the
hardening of the energy spectrum at the sources is not enough
to compensate the increased amount of low-energy particles,
hence the LE component is suppressed below " 1018 eV to
attempt the description of the whole energy range with the HE component alone; the deviances are
very high, so that such scenarios are excluded by our data at high significance. In all the other
scenarios, the impact on the fit results is within the systematic uncertainties e!ect, so it is more
di"cult to draw a conclusion about a favoured configuration. However, when we consider the values
" = 0, 3.5 for the HE component and " = !3, 0 for the LE one, we obtain the lowest deviances.

6. Conclusions

In this study we performed a combined fit of the energy spectrum and mass composition data
from " 6 · 1017 eV. The region above the ankle is described by an extragalactic component ejected
at the sources with a very hard energy spectrum (# < 0), a rather low rigidity cuto! and a mass
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1. Introduction

The existence of ultra-high-energy cosmic rays (UHECRs), the ones reaching Earth with
energies above ! 1018 eV, was proven in the early 1960s and recent measurements point to a
predominant flux component of extragalactic origin at these energies [1]. In the still open quest for
the sources of these particles, the large ground-based experiments built in the last few decades, like
the Pierre Auger Observatory, have been helping in shedding light on such open questions.

In this analysis we simultaneously fit a simple astrophysical model to both the energy spectrum
and the mass composition data measured at the Pierre Auger Observatory, considering energies
from 1017.8 eV to include the region across the ankle. At this first stage, the e!ects of the potentially
relevant interactions occurring in the acceleration sites are not considered, limiting the study to
constrain the physical parameters related to the energy spectrum and the mass composition of
particles escaping the environments of extragalactic sources. In a previous publication [2], a model
consisting of one single population of extragalactic sources was fitted to the data above the ankle
(! > 1018.7 eV). Here, since we want to interpret also the ankle region, we assume the presence of
one (or more) additional contribution(s) at low energies, so that the ankle feature results from the
superposition of di!erent components. Each extragalactic component originates from a population
of identical sources, uniformly distributed in the comoving volume except for a local overdensity
for distances smaller than ! 30 Mpc. The overdensity is considered as a cluster centred around
our Galaxy, following [3], which provides a good approximation to nearby densities if compared
to the distributions of stellar mass and star formation (SF) rate over the full sky illustrated in [4].
Each component is given by the superposition of the contributions of " " 5 representative nuclear
species #, chosen among 1H, 4He, 14N, 28Si, 56Fe, ejected according to a power-law spectrum with
a rigidity-dependent broken exponential cuto!:

$ (!) =
!
!

%! · $0 ·
"
!

!0

##"
·
$%%&
%%'

1, ! < &! · 'cut;
exp

(
1 # #

$! ·%cut

)
, ! > &! · 'cut.

(1)

where $0 is the normalisation factor, &! is the atomic number of each species # and %! is the
fraction of # at the energy !0 = 1017.5 eV.

&pd Talys [6], PSB [7] XYZ
EBL Gilmore [8], Dominguez [9] XYZ
HIM EPOS-LHC [10], Sibyll2.3d [11], QGSJetIIv4 [12] XYZ

Table 1: The propagation models used in this analysis. The
bold letters define the label ’XYZ’. For instance, ‘TGE’ stands for
Talys, Glimore and EPOS-LHC models.

The energy spectrum and mass com-
position of the particles escaping from the
sources are modified during the propaga-
tion in the intergalactic medium (IGM) by
the adiabatic energy losses and the interac-
tions with background photons. We take
into account these e!ects by using SimProp [5] simulations, where the uncertain quantities, i.e.
the photodisintegration cross sections (pd and the EBL spectrum, are treated with phenomenolog-
ical models. Besides, since a direct measurement of the mass composition is not possible on an
event-by-event basis, we use the distribution of )max as an estimator of the mass distribution in each
energy bin. The conversion to the mass distribution depends on the chosen hadronic interaction
model (HIM), which is thus another source of uncertainty. The various propagation models used in
this analysis are shown in Tab. 1. We choose the configuration labelled as “TGE” as our reference
and the impact of the models on the fit results will be discussed in Sec. 4.
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Figure 3: Left: the combined e�ect of the experimental uncertainties on the energy spectrum. Right: the
e�ect on the relative abundances at the top of atmosphere. The uncertainties are considered by shifting the
energies and/or the -max distributions of 1 fsyst in both directions, as shown in Tab. 3. The bands represent
the maximal variations induced by considering all the possible combinations of shifts. The shaded area in
the right plot indicates the energy region where no mass composition information is available and thus the
predictions are only extrapolated from the energy spectrum fit.

4. E�ect of the uncertainties from models

We also investigate the impact on the fit results of changing the propagation models and the
hadronic interaction model. In all the cases we repeat the fit considering di�erent combinations of
propagation models, labelled as ’XY’ according to Tab. 1. The results thus obtained are written in
Tab. 5 and their e�ect on the predicted fluxes at Earth is shown in Fig. 4.

As concerns the hadronic interaction model, we verified that QGSJetIIv4 cannot properly
describe our data and is thus excluded from this analysis. Since we want to keep open the option
that our data are better described by an intermediate model between EPOS-LHC and Sibyll2.3d
instead of exactly one of them, we introduce an additional nuisance parameter XHIM, limited
between 0 and 1, which defines the value of each HIM-dependent Gumbel parameter as ? =
XHIM · ?EPOS + (1 � XHIM) · ?Sibyll. The introduction of XHIM leads to an additional deviance term
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Table 5: Best fit results obtained by using di�erent combinations of propagation models. The uncertainty
due to the hadronic interaction model choice is considered by fitting the nuisance parameter XHIM.

For all the considered combinations of propagation models our data appear to be better described
by either EPOS-LHC or intermediate models compatible with it. The lowest deviance is obtained in
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A = 1 
1 < A < 5 

4 < A < 23  
22 < A < 39 
38 < A < 57 

Experimental systematic uncertainties:

• Large band around the total flux due to the energy scale uncertainty 
→ impact mainly on the estimated J0 (and emissivity of sources)  

• The strongest impact on the predictions is the one from the Xmax scale

Systematic uncertainties from models:

Hadronic interaction model: Sibyll2.3d/EPOS-LHC/intermediate models 
(with a nuisance parameter)
Propagation models: Talys/PSB; Gilmore/Dominguez 
(fit repeated considering different model configurations)

• EPOS-LHC or models compatible with it are 
always preferred
→ HIM choice: stronger impact on D 
and on the predictions at Earth

The dominant effect on the the predicted fluxes and on the 
deviance is the one from the experimental uncertainties
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Figure 4: Left: the e�ect of the uncertainties from models on the energy spectrum. Right: the e�ect on the relative
abundances at the top of atmosphere. The bands represent the maximal variations given by the results in Tab. 4.

5. Source evolution

All the results presented in the previous sections are obtained by assuming no cosmolog-
ical evolution for the populations of extragalactic sources. We perform the fit also assuming
three di�erent evolution scenarios: we consider a SF-like [18] evolution, an AGN-like one [19],
which have a positive source evolution for I < 1 (< = 3.5 and < = 5, respectively), and a
TDE-like evolution with < = �3 for small I [20]. Since there is no physical reasons to as-
sume that the two populations of sources have the same cosmological evolution, all the possible
combinations are considered and the results in terms of total deviance are summarised in Fig. 5.

Figure 5: Deviance as a function of the
cosmological evolution of the two popula-
tions.

In the case of the LE component, a positive (negative) evolu-
tion produces a hardening (softening) of the energy spectrum
at the sources to compensate the larger amount of low (high)
energy particles. As for the HE component, the cosmologi-
cal evolution e�ect is balanced by the interplay between the
modification of the energy spectrum at the sources and/or the
adjustment of the rigidity cuto� of the LE component. If the
HE population has a strong positive evolution (e.g. < = 5), the
hardening of the energy spectrum at the sources is not enough
to compensate the increased amount of low-energy particles,
hence the LE component is suppressed below ⇠ 1018 eV to
attempt the description of the whole energy range with the HE component alone; the deviances are
very high, so that such scenarios are excluded by our data at high significance. In all the other
scenarios, the impact on the fit results is within the systematic uncertainties e�ect, so it is more
di�cult to draw a conclusion about a favoured configuration. However, when we consider the values
< = 0, 3.5 for the HE component and < = �3, 0 for the LE one, we obtain the lowest deviances.

6. Conclusions

In this study we performed a combined fit of the energy spectrum and mass composition data
from ⇠ 6 · 1017 eV. The region above the ankle is described by an extragalactic component ejected
at the sources with a very hard energy spectrum (W < 0), a rather low rigidity cuto� and a mass

7

Combined fit of the energy spectrum and mass composition across the ankle Eleonora Guido

Figure 4: Left: the e�ect of the uncertainties from models on the energy spectrum. Right: the e�ect on the relative
abundances at the top of atmosphere. The bands represent the maximal variations given by the results in Tab. 4.

5. Source evolution

All the results presented in the previous sections are obtained by assuming no cosmolog-
ical evolution for the populations of extragalactic sources. We perform the fit also assuming
three di�erent evolution scenarios: we consider a SF-like [18] evolution, an AGN-like one [19],
which have a positive source evolution for I < 1 (< = 3.5 and < = 5, respectively), and a
TDE-like evolution with < = �3 for small I [20]. Since there is no physical reasons to as-
sume that the two populations of sources have the same cosmological evolution, all the possible
combinations are considered and the results in terms of total deviance are summarised in Fig. 5.

Figure 5: Deviance as a function of the
cosmological evolution of the two popula-
tions.

In the case of the LE component, a positive (negative) evolu-
tion produces a hardening (softening) of the energy spectrum
at the sources to compensate the larger amount of low (high)
energy particles. As for the HE component, the cosmologi-
cal evolution e�ect is balanced by the interplay between the
modification of the energy spectrum at the sources and/or the
adjustment of the rigidity cuto� of the LE component. If the
HE population has a strong positive evolution (e.g. < = 5), the
hardening of the energy spectrum at the sources is not enough
to compensate the increased amount of low-energy particles,
hence the LE component is suppressed below ⇠ 1018 eV to
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Models configuration: Talys, Gilmore, EPOS-LHC

Scenario A Scenario B

Fit results in the two scenarios

Scenario B
Gal. contribution +  

EG component of pure p 
Two EG mixed 
components

June 26, 2021

�pd Talys, PSB XYZ
EBL Gilmore, Dominguez XYZ
HIM EPOS-LHC, Sibyll2.3d, QGSJetIIv4 XYZ

Galactic contribution (at Earth) N+Si -

J0,gal [eV�1 km�2 sr�1 yr�1] (1.07 ± 0.06) · 10�13 -

log
10

(Rcut,gal/V) 17.48 ± 0.02 -

fN(%) 93.0 ± 0.5 -

EG components (at the sources) Low energy High energy Low energy High energy

L0 [1045 erg Mpc�3 yr�1] 7.28 0.44 17.0 0.45

� 3.30 ± 0.05 �1.47 ± 0.12 3.49 ± 0.02 �1.98 ± 0.10

log
10

(Rcut/V) 24 (lim.) 18.19 ± 0.02 24 (lim.) 18.16 ± 0.01

IH (%) 100 (fixed) 0.0 49.87 0.0

IHe (%) - 27.17 10.92 28.60

IN (%) - 69.86 36.25 69.05

ISi (%) - 0.0 0.0 0.0

IFe (%) - 2.97 2.96 2.35

DJ (NJ ) 49.5 (24) 60.1 (24)

DXmax
(NXmax

) 593.8 (329) 554.8 (329)

D (N) 643.3 (353) 614.9 (353)

Talys, Gilmore PSB, Gilmore Talys, Dominguez PSB, Dominguez

LE HE LE HE LE HE LE HE

L0 [1045erg Mpc�3yr�1] 17.0 0.45 16.8 0.44 21.7 0.71 22.1 0.71

� 3.49 ± 0.02 �1.98 ± 0.10 3.49 ± 0.03 �1.95 ± 0.16 3.67 ± 0.06 �0.95 ± 0.12 3.70 ± 0.05 �0.94 ± 0.12

log
10

(Rcut/V) 24 (lim.) 18.16 ± 0.01 24 (lim.) 18.16 ± 0.02 18.04 ± 0.06 18.23 ± 0.02 18.03 ± 0.02 18.22 ± 0.02

IH (%) 49.87 0.0 51.15 0.91 45.48 0.61 45.67 0.79

IHe (%) 10.92 28.60 12.68 49.09 6.13 20.25 8.55 48.79

IN (%) 36.25 69.05 33.25 43.89 45.03 73.70 42.10 40.57

ISi (%) 0.0 7.32 0.0 4.23 0.0 2.75 0.0 7.99

IFe (%) 2.96 2.35 2.93 1.87 3.36 2.69 3.67 1.86

�HIM 1.0 (lim.) 1.0 (lim.) 0.96+0.04
�0.16 0.94+0.06

�0.14

DJ (NJ ) 60.1 (24) 53.0 (24) 44.7 (24) 43.0 (24)

DXmax
(NXmax

) 554.8 (329) 562.8 (329) 586.3 (329) 591.6 (329)

D (N) 614.9 (353) 615.8 (353) 631.0 (353) 634.6 (353)
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energy ⇢0 = 1016.85 eV, the normalisation �0,gal and the Z-dependent rigidity cuto� log10('cut,gal)
are free fit parameters. Our data cannot be described by a Galactic contribution with heavier mass
compositions, e.g. the deviance reaches ⇠ 1000 if a composition dominated by silicon is assumed.
In the latter scenario we assume only one additional mixed extragalactic component at low energies,
similar to the above-ankle one, but characterised by di�erent physical parameters.

In both the scenarios the high-energy (HE) component exhibits a very hard energy spectrum
at the sources, a relatively low maximum rigidity and a mixed mass composition, dominated by
medium-mass nuclei. On the other hand, the additional low-energy (LE) extragalactic component,
either light or mixed, has a very soft energy spectrum and a very high rigidity cuto�; the fit is
actually degenerate with respect to 'cut for values above ⇠ 1019 eV, thus fixing this parameter to an
arbitrarily high value, such as 1024 eV, provides the same best fit results.
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Figure 1: The measured energy spectrum and the estimated best fit results. Left: the estimated contributions
from the two extragalactic components (red: low-energy component, blue: high-energy component). Right:
the partial fluxes related to di�erent nuclear species at the top of atmosphere, grouped according to their
mass number: � = 1 (red), 2  �  4 (grey), 5  �  22 (green), 23  �  38 (cyan), � � 39 (blue).
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Figure 2: The first two moments of the distributions in each energy bin along with their expected values and
the predictions for pure compositions of 1H (red), 4He (grey), 14N (green), 28Si (cyan), 56Fe (blue).

In Fig. 1 and in Fig. 2 the best fit results obtained in the scenario with two mixed extragalactic
components are shown with the observed energy spectrum and the first two moments of the measured
-max distributions. The observed mass composition below the ankle is mixed and dominated by
protons and medium-mass nuclei, such as nitrogen. Above the ankle the contributions from the
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Predicted fluxes at Earth

Differences between the two scenarios within the systematic uncertainties  
→ further investigations of the Galactic contribution to possibly define a 

favoured scenario 

Result:  V, with very hard source spectral index, 
, not well constrained in the model.  No strong dependence on 

source evolution . 
 
In this simple model, the spectral instep feature is associated with 
helium from nearer sources.  The flux suppression is a superposition 
of source exhaustion and propagation energy losses.

Rcut ! 1.5 " 1018

! < 1
m

Bands describe experimental uncertainties (in E and Xmax), dominate over model systematics.

11ICRC21 311 (2021)

Combined fit of all-particle energy spectrum and 
CR mass composition: 
• assuming uniformly distributed identical sources 
• and a rigidity dependent cut-off
• and accounting for propagation effects
⇒ Cut-Off appears mostly an effect of sources

⇒ Dramatic reduction of cosmogenic 
     photons and neutrinos 

Note: 
heavy composition 
by itself reduces 
cosm.  and  fluxes!ν γ

E. Guido; Auger Collaboration, PoS (ICRC21) 311
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Figure 1. FADC traces of stations at a distance of approximately 1 km to the shower core. From
top to bottom panel the station belongs to a vertical event, to an inclined event, and to a neutrino-
simulated event. The reconstructed energy (E) and zenith angle (✓) for the events, as well as the
simulated E and ✓ of the neutrino-induced shower, are indicated in each panel. The value of the
Area-over-Peak (AoP) of each trace is also given.

Applying these criteria, a search for ES neutrino-induced showers is performed in the
Observatory data from 1 January 2004, when data taking started, up to 31 August 2018. No
neutrino candidates are identified. In figure 2 we show the distribution of hAoPi for the whole
data period compared to that expected in Monte Carlo simulations of ⌫⌧ -induced ES showers,
along with the optimized value of the cut (hAoPi = 1.83) above which an event would be
regarded a neutrino candidate. After the inclined selection and the neutrino identification
criteria, ⇠ 95% of the simulated neutrinos that induce triggers are kept. This proves that the
Pierre Auger Observatory is highly e�cient as a neutrino detector, with its sensitivity mostly
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Figure 1. FADC traces of stations at a distance of approximately 1 km to the shower core. From
top to bottom panel the station belongs to a vertical event, to an inclined event, and to a neutrino-
simulated event. The reconstructed energy (E) and zenith angle (✓) for the events, as well as the
simulated E and ✓ of the neutrino-induced shower, are indicated in each panel. The value of the
Area-over-Peak (AoP) of each trace is also given.

Applying these criteria, a search for ES neutrino-induced showers is performed in the
Observatory data from 1 January 2004, when data taking started, up to 31 August 2018. No
neutrino candidates are identified. In figure 2 we show the distribution of hAoPi for the whole
data period compared to that expected in Monte Carlo simulations of ⌫⌧ -induced ES showers,
along with the optimized value of the cut (hAoPi = 1.83) above which an event would be
regarded a neutrino candidate. After the inclined selection and the neutrino identification
criteria, ⇠ 95% of the simulated neutrinos that induce triggers are kept. This proves that the
Pierre Auger Observatory is highly e�cient as a neutrino detector, with its sensitivity mostly
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Figure 2. Distribution of hAoPi after the Earth-skimming inclined selection. Black histogram:
full data set up to 31 August 2018 containing 25904 events. Red-shaded histogram: Monte Carlo
simulated ES ⌫⌧ events.

governed by its lifetime and the available target matter for neutrino interactions along the
earth’s chord. The neutrino search is not limited by the background due to UHECR-induced
showers since this can be very e�ciently reduced as shown in figure 2.

2.3 Downward-going (DG) neutrinos

For optimization purposes, the DG category of events is further subdivided into two sets for
Low (DGL) and High (DGH) zenith angles, between 60� < ✓ < 75� [33, 54] and 75� < ✓ <
90� [50] respectively.

Since the core of DG showers always hits the ground, standard angular reconstruction
techniques [46] can be used to obtain an estimate of the zenith angle of the shower. However,
these techniques have larger uncertainties for nearly horizontal events [46, 47]. For this reason
the primary observables for inclined selection in the DGH case are the ratio L/W of the signal
pattern of the shower at ground as well as the apparent average velocity of the signal hV i,
in addition to a simple estimate of the zenith angle ✓rec [33, 47]. In the case of DGH showers
the cuts on the properties of the signal pattern are L/W > 3, hV i < 0.313mns�1 and
RMS(V )/hV i < 0.08, along with a further requirement on the estimated shower zenith angle
✓rec > 75� (see table I in [33]). In contrast, in the DGL case, corresponding to 60� < ✓ < 75�,
restrictions on the signal patterns have been found to be less e�cient in selecting inclined
events than ✓rec [54], and only an angular cut 58.5� < ✓rec  76.5� is applied, including
some allowance to account for the resolution in the angular reconstruction of the simulated
neutrino events [54]. In both the DGH and DGL cases, at least 4 stations (Nstat � 4) are
required in the event.

– 6 –

perfect discrimination
just by Area-over-Peak

background free measurement !CR ν
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expect up to 6 νs for pure p-composition
and spectral be caused by GZK-effect 

expect up to 0.4 νs for pure Fe-composition 
and spectral be caused by GZK-effect 

JCAP10(2019)022

Figure 7. Constraints on UHECR source evolution models parameterized as  (z) / (1 + z)m for
sources distributed homogeneously up to a maximum redshift zmax and emitting protons following
a power-law dN/dE / E�2.5 up to E = 6 ⇥ 1020 eV. A proton-only flux is matched to the Auger
spectrum at 7⇥1018 eV (benchmark calculation for fp = 1, see text). The cosmogenic neutrino fluxes
for each combination of m and zmax were obtained with the Monte Carlo (MC) propagation code
CRPropa [79]. Top panel: exclusion plot for source evolution parameter m and zmax with fp = 1.
The colored areas represent di↵erent levels of C.L. exclusion. In particular the solid and dashed lines
represent the contours of 68% and 90% C.L. exclusion, respectively. The dashed-dotted blue line
represents the 90% CL contour exclusion for cosmogenic neutrino models obtained with the analytical
calculation in [82]. Bottom panel: exclusion plot for source evolution model parameter m and variable
fp  1. The regions above the colored lines corresponding to several values of zmax are excluded at
90% C.L. from the lack of neutrino candidates in Auger data.
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Figure 3: Upper limits on the integral photon flux derived in the analysis presented here (blue arrows,
Hy 2016) [5]. The limits obtained when the detector systematic uncertainties are taken into account are indi-
cated by the light-blue dashed boxes around the blue arrows. Also shown are the limits previously published
by the Pierre Auger Observatory (Hy 2011 and SD 2015) and other experiments (Telescope Array, Yakutsk,
AGASA, Haverah Park). The shaded regions and the lines give the predictions for photon fluxes from GZK-
based models and several top-down models (Z-burst, topological defects, super-heavy dark matter). For a
full list of references, see [5].

The upper limits derived in the analysis presented here are shown in Fig. 3 in comparison94

to previous results and predictions from several theoretical models. The new results lower the95

upper limits on the photon fraction by up to a factor 4 compared to previously published limits96

(Hybrid 2011 in Fig. 3), due to the larger dataset used in this analysis and the improvements in97

the background rejection. The robustness of the results has been tested against several sources98

of systematic uncertainties, for example uncertainties on the energy scale, or uncertainties in the99

determination of the discriminating observables. The impact of the systematic uncertainties on the100

upper limits are indicated in Fig. 3. The current upper limits impose tight constraints on current101

top-down scenarios proposed to explain the origin of UHE cosmic rays. The achieved sensitivity102

allows testing photon fractions of about 0.1% and exploring the region of photon fluxes predicted103

in some astrophysical scenarios (indicated by the shaded areas in Fig. 3).104

3. Targeted search for point sources of photons105

In the analysis described in the previous section, the search for UHE photons has been per-106

formed without using the reconstructed arrival direction of the recorded air shower events. Since107

photons, unlike charged cosmic rays, are not deflected by galactic and extragalactic magnetic fields,108

they point back to their production site. Since the production mechanisms for UHE photons are109

closely tied to UHE cosmic rays, a search for point sources of UHE photons could also help to110

pinpoint the sources of UHE cosmic rays. In the data, a photon point source would be detectable111

through an excess of photon-like events from a certain direction in the observed sky. Previously,112

the Pierre Auger Collaboration published a blind search for photon point sources [11]. No evidence113
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100 PeV, the upper limit on an E 2- power-law spectral !uence
is F E E0.23 GeV GeV cm2 1 2= ´ - - -( ) ( ) .

The IceCube detector is also sensitive to outbursts of MeV
neutrinos via a simultaneous increase in all photomultiplier
signal rates. A neutrino burst signal from a galactic core-
collapse supernova would be detected with high precision
(Abbasi et al. 2011). The detector global dark rate is monitored
continuously, the in!uence of cosmic-ray muons is removed,
and low-level triggers are formed when deviations from the
nominal rate exceed pre-de"ned levels. No alert was triggered
during the ±500 s time window around the GW candidate. This
is consistent with our expectations for cosmic events such as
core-collapse supernovae or compact binary mergers that are
signi"cantly farther away than Galactic distances.

2.3. Pierre Auger Observatory

With the surface detector (SD) of the Pierre Auger
Observatory in Malargüe, Argentina (Aab et al. 2015b), air
showers induced by ultra-high-energy (UHE) neutrinos can be

identi"ed for energies above !1017 eV in the more numerous
background of UHE cosmic rays (Aab et al. 2015a). The SD
consists of 1660 water-Cherenkov stations spread over an area
of !3000 km2 following a triangular arrangement of 1.5 km
grid spacing (Aab et al. 2015b). The signals produced by the
passage of shower particles through the SD detectors are
recorded as time traces in 25 ns intervals.
Cosmic rays interact shortly after entering the atmosphere

and induce extensive air showers. For highly inclined
directions their electromagnetic component gets absorbed due
to the large grammage of atmosphere from the "rst interaction
point to the ground. As a consequence, the shower front at
ground level is dominated by muons that induce sharp time
traces in the water-Cherenkov stations. On the contrary,
showers induced by downward-going neutrinos at large zenith
angles can start their development deep in the atmosphere
producing traces that spread over longer times. These showers
have a considerable fraction of electrons and photons that
undergo more interactions than muons in the atmosphere,
spreading more in time as they pass through the detector. This
is also the case for Earth-skimming showers, mainly induced
by tau neutrinos (nt) that traverse horizontally below the
Earth’s crust, and interact near the exit point inducing a tau
lepton that escapes the Earth and decays in !ight in the
atmosphere above the SD.
Dedicated and ef"cient selection criteria based on the

different time pro"les of the signals detected in showers
created by hadronic and neutrino primaries, enable the search
for Earth-skimming as well as downward-going neutrino-
induced showers (Aab et al. 2015a). Deeply starting down-
ward-going showers initiated by neutrinos of any !avor can be
ef"ciently identi"ed for zenith angles of 60°!<!!!<!90° (Aab
et al. 2015a). For the Earth-skimming channel typically only
nt-induced showers with zenith angles 90°!<!!!<!95° can
trigger the SD. This is the most sensitive channel to UHE
neutrinos, mainly due to the larger grammage and higher
density of the target (the Earth) where neutrinos are converted
and where tau leptons can travel tens of kilometers (Aab
et al. 2015a). The angular resolution of the Auger SD for
inclined showers is better than 2°.5, improving signi"cantly as
the number of triggered stations increases (Bonifazi & Pierre
Auger Collaboration 2009).
Auger performed a search for UHE neutrinos with its SD in a

time window of ±500 s centered at the merger time of
GW170817 (Abbott et al. 2017c), as well as in a 14 day period
after it (Murase et al. 2009; Gao et al. 2013; Fang &
Metzger 2017).
The sensitivity to UHE neutrinos in Auger is limited to large

zenith angles, so that at each instant they can be ef"ciently
detected only from a speci"c fraction of the sky (Abreu et al.
2012; Aab et al. 2016). Remarkably, the position of the optical
counterpart in NGC 4993 (Abbott et al. 2017c; Coulter
et al. 2017b, 2017a) is visible from Auger in the "eld of view
of the Earth-skimming channel during the whole ±500 s
window as shown in Figure 1. In this time period, the source of
GW170817 transits from !!!!93°.3 to !!!!90°.4 as seen from
the center of the array. The performance of the Auger SD array
(regularly monitored every minute) is very stable in the ±500 s
window around GW170817, with an average number of active
stations amounting to !95.8!±!0.1% of the 1660 stations of
the SD array.

Figure 2. Upper limits (at 90% con"dence level) on the neutrino spectral
!uence from GW170817 during a ±500 s window centered on the GW trigger
time (top panel), and a 14 day window following the GW trigger (bottom
panel). For each experiment, limits are calculated separately for each energy
decade, assuming a spectral !uence F E F E GeVup

2= ´ -( ) [ ] in that decade
only. Also shown are predictions by neutrino emission models. In the upper
plot, models from Kimura et al. (2017) for both extended emission (EE) and
prompt emission are scaled to a distance of 40!Mpc and shown for the case of
the on-axis viewing angle ( jobs 1q q ) and selected off-axis angles to indicate
the dependence on this parameter. The shown off-axis angles are measured in
excess of the jet opening half-angle jq . GW data and the redshift of the host
galaxy constrain the viewing angle to 0 , 36obsq Î [ ] (see Section 3). In the
lower plot, models from Fang & Metzger (2017) are scaled to a distance of
40 Mpc. All !uences are shown as the per the !avor sum of neutrino and anti-
neutrino !uence, assuming equal !uence in all !avors, as expected for standard
neutrino oscillation parameters.
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(Abbasi et al. 2011). The detector global dark rate is monitored
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and low-level triggers are formed when deviations from the
nominal rate exceed pre-de"ned levels. No alert was triggered
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core-collapse supernovae or compact binary mergers that are
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showers induced by ultra-high-energy (UHE) neutrinos can be
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of !3000 km2 following a triangular arrangement of 1.5 km
grid spacing (Aab et al. 2015b). The signals produced by the
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recorded as time traces in 25 ns intervals.
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to the large grammage of atmosphere from the "rst interaction
point to the ground. As a consequence, the shower front at
ground level is dominated by muons that induce sharp time
traces in the water-Cherenkov stations. On the contrary,
showers induced by downward-going neutrinos at large zenith
angles can start their development deep in the atmosphere
producing traces that spread over longer times. These showers
have a considerable fraction of electrons and photons that
undergo more interactions than muons in the atmosphere,
spreading more in time as they pass through the detector. This
is also the case for Earth-skimming showers, mainly induced
by tau neutrinos (nt) that traverse horizontally below the
Earth’s crust, and interact near the exit point inducing a tau
lepton that escapes the Earth and decays in !ight in the
atmosphere above the SD.
Dedicated and ef"cient selection criteria based on the

different time pro"les of the signals detected in showers
created by hadronic and neutrino primaries, enable the search
for Earth-skimming as well as downward-going neutrino-
induced showers (Aab et al. 2015a). Deeply starting down-
ward-going showers initiated by neutrinos of any !avor can be
ef"ciently identi"ed for zenith angles of 60°!<!!!<!90° (Aab
et al. 2015a). For the Earth-skimming channel typically only
nt-induced showers with zenith angles 90°!<!!!<!95° can
trigger the SD. This is the most sensitive channel to UHE
neutrinos, mainly due to the larger grammage and higher
density of the target (the Earth) where neutrinos are converted
and where tau leptons can travel tens of kilometers (Aab
et al. 2015a). The angular resolution of the Auger SD for
inclined showers is better than 2°.5, improving signi"cantly as
the number of triggered stations increases (Bonifazi & Pierre
Auger Collaboration 2009).
Auger performed a search for UHE neutrinos with its SD in a

time window of ±500 s centered at the merger time of
GW170817 (Abbott et al. 2017c), as well as in a 14 day period
after it (Murase et al. 2009; Gao et al. 2013; Fang &
Metzger 2017).
The sensitivity to UHE neutrinos in Auger is limited to large

zenith angles, so that at each instant they can be ef"ciently
detected only from a speci"c fraction of the sky (Abreu et al.
2012; Aab et al. 2016). Remarkably, the position of the optical
counterpart in NGC 4993 (Abbott et al. 2017c; Coulter
et al. 2017b, 2017a) is visible from Auger in the "eld of view
of the Earth-skimming channel during the whole ±500 s
window as shown in Figure 1. In this time period, the source of
GW170817 transits from !!!!93°.3 to !!!!90°.4 as seen from
the center of the array. The performance of the Auger SD array
(regularly monitored every minute) is very stable in the ±500 s
window around GW170817, with an average number of active
stations amounting to !95.8!±!0.1% of the 1660 stations of
the SD array.

Figure 2. Upper limits (at 90% con"dence level) on the neutrino spectral
!uence from GW170817 during a ±500 s window centered on the GW trigger
time (top panel), and a 14 day window following the GW trigger (bottom
panel). For each experiment, limits are calculated separately for each energy
decade, assuming a spectral !uence F E F E GeVup
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only. Also shown are predictions by neutrino emission models. In the upper
plot, models from Kimura et al. (2017) for both extended emission (EE) and
prompt emission are scaled to a distance of 40!Mpc and shown for the case of
the on-axis viewing angle ( jobs 1q q ) and selected off-axis angles to indicate
the dependence on this parameter. The shown off-axis angles are measured in
excess of the jet opening half-angle jq . GW data and the redshift of the host
galaxy constrain the viewing angle to 0 , 36obsq Î [ ] (see Section 3). In the
lower plot, models from Fang & Metzger (2017) are scaled to a distance of
40 Mpc. All !uences are shown as the per the !avor sum of neutrino and anti-
neutrino !uence, assuming equal !uence in all !avors, as expected for standard
neutrino oscillation parameters.
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In Sept. 2017, IceCube observed a 290 TeV nu from the direction of TXS 0506+59 during a flaring state; Science 361, 146 (2018)

corresponds to 7.5 yr, the whole observation time that the
IceCube detector had been in operation at the time of detection.
We here address similar scenarios of half a year and the whole
observation period of the Pierre Auger Observatory, which is
15 yr from 2004 January 1 to 2018 August 31. We note that
periods over which the SD was unstable have been removed
from the analysis and that during the !rst four years of
operation the effective area was a rapidly growing function of
time because the Observatory was under construction until
2008 June.

The average spectral "uxes of UHE neutrinos with a !xed
spectral index (~ g-E ) that would produce a single event at the
Observatory for these two periods are displayed in Figure 3 for

a spectral index of !!=!2.0, assumed to hold in the energy
range between 100 PeV and 10 EeV and to be constant in time
during the corresponding time period. In this plot they are
compared to the "uxes obtained from the neutrino detected in
2017 September 22 and inferred to have energy of order few
hundred TeV, considering a period of half a year and 7.5 yr.
The plot also displays the average VHE gamma-ray "ux
detected with Fermi-LAT and MAGIC over periods within a
couple of weeks around the neutrino detection date of 2017
September 22 (Aartsen et al. 2018b). These gamma-ray "uxes
correspond to the reported "aring activity and have not been
corrected for absorption in the extragalactic background light.
They are considerably larger than the average gamma-ray

Figure 2. Hours per day a source is visible in each of the search channels as a function of decl. The decl. of TXS 0506+056 is marked with an arrow.

Figure 3. UHE "ux reference that would give one expected neutrino event at the Pierre Auger Observatory over a period of half a year (2017 March 22–September 22)
for a spectrum µ -dN dE E 2 in comparison to the "ux that would produce on average one detection like the IceCube-170922 A event over the same period (solid red
and black lines). Flux references are also shown for the Pierre Auger Observatory for a period of !15 yr during which it has taken data (2004 January 1–2018 August
31) and for a period of 7.5 yr for IceCube (Aartsen et al. 2018b; dashed red and black lines). The average VHE and UHE photon "uxes measured with Fermi-LAT and
MAGIC around 2017 September 22 (Aartsen et al. 2018b), and the archival photon measurement from Fermi-LAT (Acero et al. 2015), as well as the UHE photon "ux
from this direction that would give one expected photon event in half a year at the Pierre Auger Observatory, are also shown for comparison.
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δ=5.7°unfavourable for Auger

As a result, for the Earth-skimming detection, the neutrino
arrival directions must be within a very small angular range of a
few degrees below the horizon. For these directions, the
effective area of the Observatory for detecting tau-!avor
neutrinos is very much enhanced relative to the search method
for downward-going neutrinos (DGH and DGL). This is the
reason why the Pierre Auger Collaboration could set the best
limit to UHE neutrinos from GW170817 (Albert et al. 2017),
the binary neutron star merger event detected in gravitational
waves and followed up in most bands of the electromagnetic
spectrum (Abbott et al. 2017). The instantaneous effective area
is highly dependent on the arrival zenith angle which is a
function of the source decl. and the hour angle, so that the
sensitivity of the Observatory is highly directional and time-
dependent (Aab et al. 2019b). This can be appreciated in
Figure 1 where the three wide colored bands span the
instantaneous effective area of the Observatory within the
zenith-angle intervals corresponding to the three search
channels. For the Earth-skimming channel the width is largest,
re!ecting the rapid variation of effective area as the zenith
angle changes by only 5° from 90° to 95° reaching a maximum
at !91°.

The search for neutrinos from the direction of TXS 0506
+056 will be considered for periods much longer than a day.
Thus, the effective area for neutrino detection must be
integrated over time as the source position transits over
different zenith angles. In Figure 1 we have also shown the
daily average of the effective area for the Observatory in each
of the three search channels for the blazar decl. of 5°.7 (full
colored lines), where they are compared to the effective area of
the IceCube detector for the same source (Aartsen et al. 2018a).
Due to the location of the IceCube detector, the effective area
for a "xed position in space depends only on its decl. and is
otherwise independent of time for each con"guration. The
width of the IceCube band here is due to the different
con"gurations achieved after different construction stages

(Aartsen et al. 2018a). The effective exposure can be
approximately calculated by multiplying the daily average of
the effective area for the corresponding decl., by the length of
the time period under consideration (Aab et al. 2019b). The
daily average depends strongly on decl. and this is partly
because the source is only “visible” in neutrinos during a
varying fraction of the day in each zenith-angle range. This
fraction is displayed in Figure 2 as a function of the decl. for
each of the three types of searches. The black arrow marks the
decl. of TX0506+056, indicating that the source is not at a
decl. that maximizes the observation time. This effect also
contributes to the large variations in effective area as a function
of the source decl. For periods much larger than a sidereal day
the approximation is very accurate because variations in
effective area with time have been relatively small since the
Observatory was completed in 2008 June.

3. Results and Discussion

All the data collected with the Pierre Auger Observatory
were searched for candidate neutrino events in the direction of
TXS 0506+056 with negative results. Instead of providing a
!ux limit we calculate the expected !ux that would have been
deduced if a single neutrino had been observed, assuming a
steady !ux over a given period of time. This illustrates the
expected sensitivity to a given !ux and can be easily converted
to a !ux limit at 90% con"dence multiplying it by a factor of
2.39 (Feldman & Cousins 1998). The results naturally depend
on the assumptions that are made with respect to the time
period over which the search is integrated. Two benchmark
scenarios have been discussed in the original article addressing
the correlated detection in neutrinos and in the HE and VHE
gamma-ray bands (Aartsen et al. 2018b). The "rst is of half a
year and it is motivated by the time window that gave the
largest signi"cance to a search for an excess of neutrino-
compatible events in the archival data of IceCube, interpreted
as a neutrino !are (Aartsen et al. 2018a). The second period

Figure 1. Effective area of the Pierre Auger Observatory as a function of neutrino energy for each search channel. The shaded bands bound the instantaneous effective
area for each neutrino detection channel and indicate the variation with zenith angle in the corresponding range. TXS 0506+056 at a decl. !!;!5°. 7 is viewed at the SD
of Auger for a limited amount of time (see Figure 2) and with a range of zenith angles from "!=!60° to "!=!95°, the sensitivity being largest below the horizon
("!>!90°). The full lines represent the effective area for the different detection channels when averaging over a full day, i.e., when including the periods during a day,
when the source cannot be seen. The instantaneous effective area of IceCube for the decl. of TXS 0506+056 is also shown for comparison. For IceCube at the South
Pole the zenith angle of TXS 0506+056 is practically constant over time and given by "!=!90°!+!!. The width of the gray band corresponds in this case to different
stages of IceCube construction and con"guration, which depend on the period under consideration.
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periods over which the SD was unstable have been removed
from the analysis and that during the !rst four years of
operation the effective area was a rapidly growing function of
time because the Observatory was under construction until
2008 June.

The average spectral "uxes of UHE neutrinos with a !xed
spectral index (~ g-E ) that would produce a single event at the
Observatory for these two periods are displayed in Figure 3 for

a spectral index of !!=!2.0, assumed to hold in the energy
range between 100 PeV and 10 EeV and to be constant in time
during the corresponding time period. In this plot they are
compared to the "uxes obtained from the neutrino detected in
2017 September 22 and inferred to have energy of order few
hundred TeV, considering a period of half a year and 7.5 yr.
The plot also displays the average VHE gamma-ray "ux
detected with Fermi-LAT and MAGIC over periods within a
couple of weeks around the neutrino detection date of 2017
September 22 (Aartsen et al. 2018b). These gamma-ray "uxes
correspond to the reported "aring activity and have not been
corrected for absorption in the extragalactic background light.
They are considerably larger than the average gamma-ray

Figure 2. Hours per day a source is visible in each of the search channels as a function of decl. The decl. of TXS 0506+056 is marked with an arrow.

Figure 3. UHE "ux reference that would give one expected neutrino event at the Pierre Auger Observatory over a period of half a year (2017 March 22–September 22)
for a spectrum µ -dN dE E 2 in comparison to the "ux that would produce on average one detection like the IceCube-170922 A event over the same period (solid red
and black lines). Flux references are also shown for the Pierre Auger Observatory for a period of !15 yr during which it has taken data (2004 January 1–2018 August
31) and for a period of 7.5 yr for IceCube (Aartsen et al. 2018b; dashed red and black lines). The average VHE and UHE photon "uxes measured with Fermi-LAT and
MAGIC around 2017 September 22 (Aartsen et al. 2018b), and the archival photon measurement from Fermi-LAT (Acero et al. 2015), as well as the UHE photon "ux
from this direction that would give one expected photon event in half a year at the Pierre Auger Observatory, are also shown for comparison.
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!uxes that had been recorded to date from this source, and
which are also illustrated for comparison (Acero et al. 2015).
The sensitivity of the Auger Observatory to UHE neutrinos is
about an order of magnitude below extrapolations with E!2

spectra, partly due to the nonoptimal position of the source.
We have also compared the sensitivity of the Observatory to

the neutrino !ux observed by IceCube between 2014 October
19 and 2015 February 6. The analysis of this period resulted in
constraints for the normalization and spectral index of the
observed !uence (Aartsen et al. 2018a). This period of
increased neutrino !ux in IceCube was not coincident with a
VHE gamma-ray !are from the same source, although a
hardening of the spectrum in the GeV region was reported
(Padovani et al. 2018). In Figure 4 we display the 1!!and
2!!bands of the average !ux obtained from the !uence reported
assuming an activity period of 110 days as obtained from the
IceCube data analysis using a Gaussian window. The bands are
calculated using the whole parameter space allowed at 68% and
95% con"dence levels in the IceCube analysis. The extreme
values of the spectral index are "!"!1.75 and "!"!2.45 ("1.5
and "2.7) for the 68% (95%) CL contour plot (Aartsen et al.
2018a). The "gure also displays the average gamma-ray !ux
obtained for this period illustrating the reported hardening
(Padovani et al. 2018). The results obtained indicate that the
Pierre Auger Observatory could only be expected to have
detected a signal if the !ux extrapolated to the EeV regime with
spectral indices harder than "!"!1.5.

With the Pierre Auger Observatory it is also possible to
search for UHE photons (Aab et al. 2016, 2019c; Niechciol
et al. 2017). For a source as distant as TXS 0506+056, any
UHE photon !ux that could have been produced is expected to
be strongly attenuated through interactions with the cosmic
photon-background "elds, unless new physics would occur.
The data have been searched for UHE photons between 10 and

300 EeV in coincidence with IceCube-170922 A over a period
of half a year and also in coincidence with the 110 day interval
interpreted by Aartsen et al. (2018a) as a burst of neutrinos. No
event has been found with an angular distance to the source
below 2°. The shower with closest angular distance to the
source (2°.1) was observed for the latter period and the
corresponding value of the Principal Component (PC) for
photon discrimination (Rautenberg et al. 2019) is very low, so
that less than 0.1% of the simulated photons have a smaller PC
value. As a result, the probability of this event to be a
correlating photon is less than 6!!!10!5. Assuming an E!2

spectrum, the photon energy !ux that would give one expected
photon event at the Observatory is ´ -1.8 10 12 erg!cm!2!s!1.
For the half a year period in 2017 the closest event, at an
angular distance of 3°.0, has an even lower probability to be a
photon, and the reference energy !ux for one detected photon
becomes 1.0!!!10!12 erg!cm!2!s!1.
In summary, we have studied the implications of the

nonobservation of UHE neutrinos with the Pierre Auger
Observatory. The source is not located at one of the preferential
declinations for observation so the !ux constraints that can be
obtained are rather limited. The neutrino !ux from TXS 0506
+056 at hundreds of TeV sampled by IceCube with event
IceCube-170922 was converted to a !ux using a half a year
period (Aartsen et al. 2018b). If the !ux from the source had an
E!2 spectrum extending to the EeV and if it had remained
constant over the lifetime of the Observatory with the same
normalization, one neutrino event could be expected to have
been observed at the Pierre Auger Observatory. We have also
shown that the Observatory could have a chance to detect UHE
neutrinos produced between 2014 October and 2015 February
only in a case in which the spectrum extended to the EeV range
with a spectral index harder than "!"!1.5 (Aartsen et al.
2018a).

Figure 4. UHE neutrino !ux sensitivities for the Pierre Auger Observatory (one event expected) assuming a constant !ux during a period of 110 days from 2014
October 19 to 2015 February 6 in comparison to the measured photon !ux (Padovani et al. 2018) and to the neutrino !ux inferred with IceCube during the same period
with a spectral index of "!=!2.1!±!0.2 (Aartsen et al. 2018a). The band shown for IceCube is obtained using the extreme values of " ("1.75, "2.45) from the given
1! contour plot and ("1.5 and "2.7) from the 2! contour.

7
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assuming 
1 ν in IceCube
per 0.5 yr

Flux needed to see
1 ν in Auger per 0.5 yr

Flux needed to see
1 ν in Auger per 15 yr

Flux needed to see
1 γ in Auger per 0.5 yr

Flux comparison from single event assuming E-2 spectrum Sensitivity of Auger to 110 days „ν flaring state“

γ=2.1

γ=1.5

γ=2.7

Auger bound during
flaring state

Single flavour 

Auger Collaboration, ApJ 902 (2020) 105 Expected to detect a neutrino in Auger only in case of  
hard neutrino spectra (+2σ allowance of IceCube)



(4) Combining BBH Mergers 
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Isotropic Neutrino Luminosity Bound
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24 hrs stacking limit from 62 GW events 60 day integration
M. Schimp; Auger Collaboration, PoS (ICRC2021) 968

Neutrino emission energy limit  as compared to  radiated GW energy
assuming isotropic emission and  flux

∼ M⊙c2/300 ∼ M⊙c2

E−2
ν



Photon Searches from GW Events
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Two key differences for stacked sources:
1. Photon horizon some 10 Mpc
2. Photon identification not free of 

background

⇒ careful selection needed: 

sources are required to be nearby (< 40 Mpc) and 
well localised 2

1

3

4 sources pass this event section: 
1 BNS merger 
2 HHB mergers 
1 BH-NS merger candidate 
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 [-2.3,-1.7]∈ α-flux spectral index γ

P. Ruehl; Auger Collaboration, PoS (ICRC2021) 973

No coincident photon candidate identified 
⇒ Upper limits on spectral fluence during 1 day 



(5) Search for Up-Going Air Showers
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ANITA has detected two anomalous events with non-inverted 
polarity, consistent with upward-going showers:
E1,2 ≈ 0.2 EeV ; exit angle ≈ 30°

Fervent debate about interpretation: 
• observational artefact ? 
• BSM physics ? (ν’s cannot penetrate Earth at these energies)

Auger has performed a dedicated search using 14 yrs of FD data

First interaction     

FD Signal
simulation



Data Cleaning and Background Expectation
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Careful rejection of laser events

Coihueco
+ HEAT

Loma Amarilla

Los Morados

Los Leones

XLF

CLF

Coihueco
+ HEAT

Loma Amarilla

Los Leones

Los Morados

example of geometric cuts „exit points“ after cleaning

FD

shower axis

showers landing behind 
telescopes appear like 
up-going showers

signal 
discrimination

down-going up-goingℒ

10%
burnt data bkg sim

signal sim

ℒ > 0.55
signal region

M. Mastrodicasa; 
Auger Collaboration, PoS (ICRC2021) 1140

nbkg = 0.45 ± 0.18

expected Bkg-events
in full data sample:



Differential Exposure and Signal Expectation
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EAS calorimetric energy
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After unblinding, one 1 event was found
fully in line with expectation 
⇒ integral upper limit for log(E/eV)>17.5

F95%
γ=1 = 3.6 ⋅ 10−20cm−2sr−1s−1

F95%
γ=2 = 8.5 ⋅ 10−20cm−2sr−1s−1

After unblinding, one 1 event was found
fully in line with expectation 
⇒ integral upper limit for log(E/eV)>17.5

ANITA only published events, but did not
provide their exposure 
→ collaborating to provide an estimate

Auger Collaboration, PoS (ICRC2021) 1140

publication in progress…



(6) BSM Tests
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ANITA observation triggered enormous number of interpretation papers (more than 30 by now)
Many of them involve -particles in the last stage, e.g.τ

DM

τ
EASBSM

need low cross section
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Summary and Conclusions

23Karl-Heinz Kampert - University of Wuppertal Epiphany 2022, Cracow (online)

• Auger is a multi-purpose multi-messenger observatory

• UHECR composition and energy spectrum decisive for next generation 
EeV neutrino observatories 

• Unrivalled background free sensitivity to EeV neutrinos and photons

• No detection yet → strong(est) EeV flux bounds were provided

• Bounds will improve in direct relation to exposure and # of transient event

• Relevant parameter space of BSM physics can be 
tested

• AugerPrime is about to start and will provide 
significantly improved sensitivities 




