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We acknowledge that the lands on which 
aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ŎŀƳǇǳǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

situated are in the traditional territories of 
diverse Indigenous groups, and we 

acknowledge with respect the diverse 
histories and cultures of the Beothuk, 
aƛΩƪƳŀǉΣ LƴƴǳΣ ŀƴŘ Lƴǳƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ 
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Abstract

We report the results on the self-evaluation tools used in Canadian STEM outreach activities reported by 
representatives for English-language NSERC PromoScience programs. 

The approaches to evaluation are categorized such as output vs. outcome, quantitative vs. qualitative, metrics vs. 
surveys, and general vs. specific. 

While qualitative answers are useful for informing changes to the event/program in the short term, quantitative 
answers may be useful for analysis as data is collected over time. 

In general, programs tend to favour low-cost methods (i.e. simple metrics recording, brief post-event surveys) and few 
programs make an effort to measure their long-term impacts (i.e. track actual outcomes, not just potential outcomes).
Thus, this study is more able to demonstrate which tools are common, as a potential proxy for what is effective, than 
demonstrate which tools are effective directly. The directions for future work are discussed. 



06/06/2022 S. Barkanova, G. Richards, CAP Congress 2022 4

Initial Motivation

In 2018, MUN launched a large-scale program promoting natural 
sciences to youth in Newfoundland and Labrador, particularly to 
youth in rural and remote areas, girls, and Indigenous students.

We build on the complimentary knowledge and resources at 
a¦bΩǎ DǊŜƴŦŜƭƭ /ŀƳǇǳǎΣ [ŀōǊŀŘƻǊ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ vŀƭƛǇǳ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴ 
and Parks Canada to deliver a wide range of activities such as 
tours, lectures, workshops and cultural events on campus, in 
schools, parks, and online. The program is funded by NSERC 
PromoScience.

But how effective are these activities in attracting our youth to 
science-related careers, and how do we find out?

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Promoter-Promotion/PromoScience-PromoScience/Index_eng.asp
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Events (mun.ca)
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https://www.grenfell.mun.ca/campus-services/Pages/community/observatory/Events.aspx
https://grenfell.mun.ca/campus-services/Pages/community/observatory/Events.aspx
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https://www.grenfell.mun.ca/campus-services/Pages/community/observatory/Events.aspx
https://grenfell.mun.ca/campus-services/Pages/community/observatory/Events.aspx


7Solar Power Workshop, Corner Brook, NL,  September 2021


