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We suggest that the breaking of a symmetry unifying the families of fermions occurs in stages. We
consider the total Lagrangian to be invariant under the group SU(2) X U(1) X G, where G is a discrete
group. The Higgs potential is, however, invariant under SU(2) X U(1) X G, where GOG. In a first stage G
is broken to a subgroup HCG, but H is not contained in G. The u and d quarks are naturally massless at
the tree level, and we discuss how they could acquire mass through radiative corrections.
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