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Large-baseline optical quantum imaging

maximum likelihood (RML; e.g., Narayan & Nityananda 1986;
Wiaux et al. 2009; Thiébaut 2013). RML is a forward-modeling
approach that searches for an image that is not only consistent with
the observed data but also favors specified image properties (e.g.,
smoothness or compactness). As with CLEAN, RML methods
typically iterate between imaging and self-calibration, although
they can also be used to image directly on robust closure quantities
immune to station-based calibration errors. RMLmethods have been
extensively developed for the EHT (e.g., Honma et al. 2014;
Bouman et al. 2016; Akiyama et al. 2017; Chael et al. 2018b; see
also Paper IV).

Every imaging algorithm has a variety of free parameters
that can significantly affect the final image. We adopted a two-
stage imaging approach to control and evaluate biases in the
reconstructions from our choices of these parameters. In
the first stage, four teams worked independently to reconstruct
the first EHT images of M87* using an early engineering data
release. The teams worked without interaction to minimize
shared bias, yet each produced an image with a similar
prominent feature: a ring of diameter ∼38–44 μas with
enhanced brightness to the south (see Figure 4 in Paper IV).

In the second imaging stage, we developed three imaging
pipelines, each using a different software package and
associated methodology. Each pipeline surveyed a range of
imaging parameters, producing between ∼103 and 104 images
from different parameter combinations. We determined a “Top-
Set” of parameter combinations that both produced images of
M87* that were consistent with the observed data and that
reconstructed accurate images from synthetic data sets
corresponding to four known geometric models (ring, crescent,
filled disk, and asymmetric double source). For all pipelines,
the Top-Set images showed an asymmetric ring with a diameter
of ∼40 μas, with differences arising primarily in the effective
angular resolutions achieved by different methods.

For each pipeline, we determined the single combination of
fiducial imaging parameters out of the Top-Set that performed
best across all the synthetic data sets and for each associated
imaging methodology (see Figure 11 in Paper IV). Because the
angular resolutions of the reconstructed images vary among the
pipelines, we blurred each image with a circular Gaussian to a
common, conservative angular resolution of 20 μas. The top part
of Figure 3 shows an image of M87* on April11 obtained by
averaging the three pipelines’ blurred fiducial images. The image
is dominated by a ring with an asymmetric azimuthal profile that
is oriented at a position angle ∼170° east of north. Although the
measured position angle increases by ∼20° between the first two
days and the last two days, the image features are broadly
consistent across the different imaging methods and across all
four observing days. This is shown in the bottom part of Figure 3,
which reports the images on different days (see also Figure 15 in
Paper IV). These results are also consistent with those obtained
from visibility-domain fitting of geometric and general-relativistic
magnetohydrodynamics (GRMHD) models (Paper VI).

6. Theoretical Modeling

The appearance of M87* has been modeled successfully using
GRMHD simulations, which describe a turbulent, hot, magnetized
disk orbiting a Kerr black hole. They naturally produce a powerful
jet and can explain the broadband spectral energy distribution
observed in LLAGNs. At a wavelength of 1.3 mm, and as
observed here, the simulations also predict a shadow and an
asymmetric emission ring. The latter does not necessarily coincide

with the innermost stable circular orbit, or ISCO, and is instead
related to the lensed photon ring. To explore this scenario in great
detail, we have built a library of synthetic images (Image Library)
describing magnetized accretion flows onto black holes in GR145

(Paper V). The images themselves are produced from a library
of simulations (Simulation Library) collecting the results of
four codes solving the equations of GRMHD (Gammie et al.
2003; Saḑowski et al. 2014; Porth et al. 2017; Liska et al.
2018). The elements of the Simulation Library have been
coupled to three different general-relativistic ray-tracing and
radiative-transfer codes (GRRT, Bronzwaer et al. 2018;
Mościbrodzka & Gammie 2018; Z. Younsi et al. 2019, in
preparation). We limit ourselves to providing here a brief
description of the initial setups and the physical scenarios
explored in the simulations; see Paper V for details on both the
GRMHD and GRRT codes, which have been cross-validated

Figure 3. Top: EHT image of M87* from observations on 2017 April 11 as a
representative example of the images collected in the 2017 campaign. The
image is the average of three different imaging methods after convolving each
with a circular Gaussian kernel to give matched resolutions. The largest of the
three kernels (20 μas FWHM) is shown in the lower right. The image is shown
in units of brightness temperature, T S k2b

2
Bl= W, where S is the flux density,

λ is the observing wavelength, kB is the Boltzmann constant, and Ω is the solid
angle of the resolution element. Bottom: similar images taken over different
days showing the stability of the basic image structure and the equivalence
among different days. North is up and east is to the left.

145 More exotic spacetimes, such as dilaton black holes, boson stars, and
gravastars, have also been considered (Paper V).
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I Imaging requires measuring amplitude and phase information

I Current large-baseline interferometers operate in
radio/microwave

I Optical frequencies can increase resolution by λradio/λoptical, a
factor 103 − 105

I Noise and transmission losses
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Quantum approach

Figure: Taken from [1],[2]

Outstanding problem: spontaneous emission, accommodating
errors while processing signal, multiphoton events

[1] D Gottesman et al., Phys. Rev. Lett. 109, 070503 (2012)
[2] E. T. Khabiboulline et al., Phys. Rev. Lett. 123, 070504 (2019)
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The protocol
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I Collect light from astronomical sources into distant sites

I Absorb the state into memory qubits into a non-radiative
atomic level via STIRAP, encode into QECC

I Filter our vacuum and two-photon component

I Quantum error correction and extraction of signal

Huang, Brennen, Ouyang, Phys. Rev. Lett. 129, 210502 (2022)
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The Model

In the weak-photon limit,

ρ? ≈(1− ε) |vac, vac〉 〈vac, vac|AB +

ε

(
1 + γ

2

)
|ψφ+〉 〈ψ

φ
+|+ ε

(
1− γ

2

)
|ψφ−〉 〈ψ

φ
−| (1)

where |ψφ±〉 = (|1〉A |vac〉B ± e iφ |vac〉A |1〉B)/
√

2.

Parameters to be estimated:

I γ ∈ [0, 1] (spatial distribution)

I φ ∈ [0, 2π) (location)

Huang, Brennen, Ouyang, Phys. Rev. Lett. 129, 210502 (2022)
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STIRAP
Stimulated Raman Adiabatic Passage
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STIRAP
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Huang, Brennen, Ouyang, Phys. Rev. Lett. 129, 210502 (2022)
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The encoder
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We prepare the register and the green ancilla in the Bell state

|Φ0〉 =
1√
2

(|0L〉 |0G 〉+ |1L〉 |1G 〉)⊗ |0〉R (4)

In the presence of the star photon, |0〉R → |1〉R . They share

1√
2
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After the Bell measurement
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)
(6)
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Removing the vacuum
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Pre-shared logical Bell pairs |Φ±〉 = (|0L, 0L〉 ± |1L, 1L〉)/
√

2

Use CZ gates to project out the vacuum:
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Performance with QEC
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Figure: (Top) dephasing. (Bottom) depolarising

Edephase[ρ]→ (1− p/2) ρ+ p/2σzρσ
†
z

Edepol(ρ) = (1− p)ρ+ p1/2
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Large quantum codes

Let εfail denote the probability of having an uncorrectable state,
εfail is at most the probability of having at least d/2 errors [6],

εfail ≤ e−D(p‖d/2n)n, (8)

where D(x‖y) = x ln(x/y) + (1− x) ln[(1− x)/(1− y)],
p < d/2n.

I For our scheme such QEC codes can tolerate noise afflicting
up to 9.4% of the qubits while preserving the QFI.

[6] Chernoff et al., The Annals of Mathematical Statistics 23, 493 (1952)

Huang, Brennen, Ouyang, Phys. Rev. Lett. 129, 210502 (2022)
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Conclusions

I We proposed a general framework for applying QEC to an
imaging task, where the experimenter did not prepare the
probe.

I We have proposed an application for a NISQ device for
imaging.

I A significant advantage, even for a small repetition code (for
dephasing, we tolerate error rates up to 50%).

This work is funded in part by the Sydney Quantum Academy.
G.K.B. acknowledges support from EQUS (No. CE 170100009).
Y.O. is supported by the Quantum Engineering Programme grant
NRF2021- QEP2-01-P06.

PhD scholarship available

12 / 13



Acknowledgements

“I DON’T CARE IF YOU HAVE A F*CKING NOBEL PRIZE,
FRIENDSHIP IS FOREVER!” – Jonathan P. Dowling, August 2018
ZH would like to thank Prof Jon Dowling for his encouragement and

enthusiastic support throughout the years, and for inspiring this line of research.

13 / 13


