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 Abstract  

In order to be considered as a potential bidder for the forthcoming Invitation 

to Tender, the respondent shall either be a single firm (the “Firm”) or a group 

of firms (the “Group of Firms1”). 

The Firm or the Group of Firms shall demonstrate that it meets the applicable 

qualification criteria by completing, dating, signing and uploading into 

CERN’s e-survey interface this Qualification Questionnaire and all the 

requested documents and references.  

 

Name of the Firm or Lead Firm in case of a Group of Firms: 

………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………… 

  

 

 
1 The term “Group of Firms” means a consortium, joint venture or any other arrangement between legal entities for the joint submission 

of a bid and the joint execution of the Contract but shall exclude any Subcontractors. 
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Capitalised terms in the body text are defined either in the General Conditions of CERN 

Invitations to Tender2 or in the present document.  

 

 
2 https://procurement.web.cern.ch/document-category/key-reference-documents 
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1. INFORMATION ABOUT THE FIRM OR THE GROUP OF FIRMS 

1.1 Names and Addresses 

Firms interested in participating in the forthcoming Invitation to Tender procedure as a member of a 

Group of Firms, up to a maximum of two firms including the Lead firm, shall return a SINGLE 

questionnaire for the Group of Firms, to be completed by the Lead Firm3 and to be signed by each of 

its members. 

The number of firms in the Group of Firms shall not exceed two. 

 

Position Name of the Firm Address 

Firm 

Or Lead Firm (if applicable) 

…………………………

………………………… 

 ..................................................  

 ..................................................  

Member N° 2 of the Group 

of Firms (if applicable) 

…………………………

………………………… 

 ..................................................  

 ..................................................  

 

1.2 Representatives for the Market Survey 

In case of a Group of Firms, only the representatives of the Lead Firm shall be indicated below. 

 

For commercial and 

administrative matters 
Tel Email 

……………………………………. ………………………………… ……………………………………. 

In case of absence: 

……………………………………. ………………………………… ……………………………………. 

For technical matters Tel Email 

……………………………………. ………………………………… ……………………………………. 

In case of absence: 

……………………………………. ………………………………… ……………………………………. 

 

 

 

 

 
3 If the respondent is a Group of Firms, its members shall jointly appoint one member from amongst them as their lead firm (the “Lead 

Firm”) for all matters concerning the Market Survey and subsequent Invitation to Tender and Contract, except for the signature of 

the Bid and the Contract. The members of the Group of Firms shall be jointly and severally liable for the performance of the Bidder’s 
and the Contractor’s obligations under the Invitation to Tender and the Contract. 
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2. QUALIFICATION CRITERIA 

2.1 General 

2.1.1  CERN will invite to tender those Firms and Groups of Firms that have replied to the present 

Market Survey by uploading this document into CERN’s e-survey interface and are selected 

on the basis of their compliance with the technical, financial and other qualification criteria 

provided herein. 

2.1.2 Under particular circumstances, if CERN’s needs or interests so justify and if CERN 

considers that a Firm or Group of Firms would be able to fully complete and fulfil all its 

obligations under the Contract, CERN may select that Firm or a Group of Firms and invite 

it to tender even if it does not fully meet the qualification criteria defined herein.  

2.1.3 In addition, and with a view to improving the distribution of its purchases among its Member 

States4, CERN may neither select nor invite to tender a Firm or a Group of Firms: 

• On the basis of the number of qualified firms from the same Member State, taking into 

account CERN’s industrial return coefficient for that Member State (as detailed in the  

“Selection and Adjudication Criteria for Supply Contracts” available in the e-survey 

interface) and the estimated contract price; 

• On the basis of its previous experience with the Firm or any member of the Group of 

Firms; 

• If the Firm or any member of the Group of Firms has replied “yes” to at least one 

question in § 2.2 below; 

• If the Firm or any member of the Group of Firms has made a false declaration in this 

Qualification Questionnaire;  

• If CERN considers that the Firm or the Group of Firms may be unable to fulfil all its 

obligations under the Contract due to the Firm’s or the Group of Firm’s financial 

situation; 

• If the Firm or the Group of Firms proposes a Supply originating in an Associate 

Member State and the total value of CERN’s commitments for that state for the year of 

adjudication of the Contract (including all orders, contracts, personnel appointments 

and the price of the contract under consideration) would exceed its financial 

contribution to the CERN budget for the same year.  

2.1.1 Is the Firm, or any member of the Group of Firms, involved in or facing the threat of 

bankruptcy proceedings, prosecution for debt, sequestration or any analogous situation 

arising from a similar procedure provided for in Laws?  

□ YES □ NO 

If yes, in the case of a Group of Firms, please indicate which member(s):  ............................  

 

 

 
4 http://home.cern/about/member-states 
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2.1.2 Has the Firm, or any member of the Group of Firms, been convicted or is in the process or 

about to enter the process of legal proceedings for fraud, corruption, money laundering or 

any other illegal activity(ies)? 

□ YES □ NO 

If yes, in the case of a Group of Firms, please indicate which member(s):  ............................  

 

2.1.3 If the Firm, or any member of the Group of Firms, has replied “yes” to any of the above 

questions, please provide any details that may be relevant for CERN in the framework of 

this Market Survey. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

(Please use separate sheets of paper if necessary). 

 

2.2 Distribution of the Contract performance 

The following table specifies which firm(s) shall provide the technical deliverable(s) and / or perform 

the activity(ies) included in the Supply as defined in the Technical Description. In the case of Group 

of firms each member shall have the competences and capacities to provide the technical 

deliverable(s) and /or perform the activitiy(ies): 

 

Technical deliverables and 

activities  

Shall be 

performed by the 

Firm or the Lead 

Firm only 

May be performed 

by any member of 

the Group of Firms 

May be 

subcontracted 

Contract management , 

Production plan, production 

drawings, quality assurance, 

quality control 

x   

HL1100 profiles based 

components welding 
X   

HEB 600 profiles based 

components welding 
X   

Portals partial pre-assembly X   

Painting of structures  X X 

Packing  X X 

Steel plates for flanges & ribs  X X 

Any other deliverable or activity  X X 
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In principle, procurement of off-the-shelve third-party parts and raw materials that are necessary for 

the functioning of the Supply and have not been specifically designed for it is permitted. 

In case subcontracting is permitted for the execution of the Contract (as specified in the table above), 

it will be subject to CERN’s prior written approval of each proposed Subcontractor. CERN may carry 

out verifications concerning the proposed Subcontractor(s) and in some cases refuse a Subcontractor. 

CERN may reject in whole or in part the proposal of a Firm or Group of Firms concerning the 

subcontracting of its obligations, it being understood that in any event: 

• The Contractor shall not subcontract to a single Subcontractor the provision of technical 

deliverables and performance of activities representing an amount exceeding 50% of the total 

Contract price; 

• Sub-sub-contracting of obligations is not allowed. 

2.3 Country of Origin 

With a view to improving the distribution of its purchases among its Member States and to be able to 

calculate the industrial return coefficient of each of them (as detailed in the “Selection and 

Adjudication Criteria” available in the e-survey interface), CERN needs to know the country(ies) of 

origin composing the Supply it procures (the “Country(ies) of Origin”). 

For the technical deliverable(s) included in the Supply, the Country(ies) of Origin shall be the 

country(ies) where the manufacturing or last major transformation operated by the Bidder and its 

proposed Subcontractor(s) took place.  

For the activity(ies) included in the Supply (design, assembly, dismantling,, measurements, etc...), 

the Country(ies) of Origin shall be the country(ies) in which the firm(s) performing it / them is / are 

established. 

 

For the forthcoming Invitation to Tender, the Country(ies) of Origin of the Supply (including 

activities) shall be the CERN Member States5  

 

Please complete the following table, as appropriate and add (at the end) the technical deliverables and 

activities that have not been listed by CERN if their value represents more than 5% of the total 

expected Contract price: 

  

 

 
5 The term “Member State(s)” means both full Member State(s) and Associate Member State(s) of CERN, except where expressly 

stipulated otherwise: http://home.cern/about/member-states 

http://home.cern/about/member-states
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Technical deliverables and 

activities6 

Name of the Firm, or of the Lead Firm, 

or of the member(s) of the Group of 

Firms, or, if applicable and known, of 

the proposed Subcontractor(s) who will 

provide the technical deliverables or 

perform the activity(ies) 

Country(ies) of 

Origin of each 

technical 

deliverable and 

activity 

Contract management , 

Production plan, production 

drawings, quality assurance, 

quality control 

…………………………………………….. 

……………………... 

HL1100 profiles based 

components welding 

…………………………………………….. 

……………………... 

HEB 600 profiles based 

components welding 

…………………………………………….. 

……………………... 

Portals partial pre-assembly . …………………………………………….. ……………………... 

Painting of structures …………………………………………….. ……………………... 

Packing …………………………………………….. ……………………... 

Steel plates for flanges & ribs …………………………………………….. ……………………... 

……………………………… …………………………………………….. ……………………... 

……………………………… …………………………………………….. ……………………... 

……………………………… …………………………………………….. ……………………... 

……………………………… …………………………………………….. ……………………... 

……………………………… …………………………………………….. ……………………... 

 

  

 

 
6 Please specify additional technical deliverables and/or activities as the case may be. 
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2.4 Production Capacity  

The Firm, or each member of the Group of Firms (in this case the requested information must be 

provided for EACH member), shall have produced at least 6 000 metric tonnes (MT) of welded steel 

structures per year considering three years over the period 2017-2021. 

 

Please complete the following table, as appropriate:  

 

Firm or Lead Firm 

 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Quantity (units)  

 .........................  

 

 ......................  

 

 .......................  

 

 ......................  

 

.......................... 

Member n° 2 of the Group of Firms 

Quantity (units)  

 .........................  

 

 ......................  

 

 .......................  

 

 ......................  

 

.......................... 

 

2.5 Size  

2.5.1 Number of Employees 

Number of employees of the Firm, or the Lead Firm (in the case of a Group of Firms) and the 

member(s) of the Group of Firms (in this case the requested information must be provided for EACH 

member). 

• The Firm, or the Lead Firm (in the case of a Group of Firms) shall have at least 50 technical 

employees and/or engineers in the field of welded steel structures production; 

• Member n°2 of the Group of Firms shall have at least 50 technical employees and/or engineers in 

the field of welded steel structures production. 

 

Please complete the following table, as appropriate:  

Firm or Lead Firm 

 2019 2020 2021 

Number of employees 

Overall (all activities) 

 

 .....................................  

 

 .....................................  

 

 .....................................  

Technicians in 

welded steel 

structures production  

 

 .....................................  

 

 .....................................  

 

 .....................................  

Engineers in welded 

steel structures 

production  

 

 .....................................  

 

 .....................................  

 

 .....................................  

  



  7 
MS-4729/RCS 

 

 

  

Member n° 2 of the Group of Firms 

 2019 2020 2021 

Number of employees 

Overall (all activities) 

 

 .....................................  

 

 .....................................  

 

 .....................................  

Technicians in 

welded steel 

structures production  

 

 .....................................  

 

 .....................................  

 

 .....................................  

Engineers in welded 

steel structures 

production  

 

 .....................................  

 

 .....................................  

 

 .....................................  

2.5.2 Global Annual Turnover  

The Firm, or each member of the Group of Firms (in this case the requested information must be 

provided for EACH member) or the members of the Group of Firms collectively, shall have had an 

average global annual turnover of at least the equivalent of 18 million  Swiss francs/year  considering 

three years over the period 2017-2021.  

 

Please complete the following table, as appropriate:  

Firm or Lead Firm 

 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Global Annual 

Turnover 

 

 .........................  

 

 ......................  

 

 .......................  

 

 ......................  

 

.......................... 

Member n° 2 of the Group of Firms 

Global Annual 

Turnover 

 

 .........................  

 

 ......................  

 

 .......................  

 

 ......................  

 

.......................... 

TOTAL  .........................   ......................   .......................   ......................  .......................... 

2.6 Competence and Experience 

The Firm, or each member of the Group of Firms (in this case the requested information must be 

provided for EACH member), shall have a proven competence and experience in the following 

field(s) that are necessary to meet the requirements of the scope, complexity and volume specified in 

the Technical Description:   

Is this criterion fulfilled for:  

Proven experience on projects executed under EN 1090:EXC2 standard 

□ YES □ NO 

EN 1090 certification 

□ YES □ NO 

ISO 9001 certification 

□ YES □ NO 
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Proven experience on welding 40 mm thick profiles or more 

□ YES □ NO 

 

Proven experience on production of a welded steel structure for a value of five MCHF or more 

□ YES □ NO 

 

2.7 References 

The Firm, or each member of the Group of Firms (in this case the requested information must be 

provided for EACH member), shall provide at least three relevant references over the last three years 

covering work that is similar to that of the future Contract in terms of scope, complexity and volume. 

CERN may verify and contact the referees provided. In addition, the Firm, or each member of the 

Group of Firms, shall arrange a visit by CERN to the premises of any of its referees if so requested. 

Please use the annexed “Reference form” and duplicate it as necessary. 

2.8 Equipment and Facilities 

2.8.1 Equipment 

The Firm, or each member of the Group of Firms (in this case the requested information must be 

provided for EACH member), shall have available at the time of this Market Survey the following 

equipment: 

Is this criterion fulfilled for:  

Welding facilities and equipment adequate for section with thicknesses of 40 mm or more: 

□ YES  □ NO 

Welding inspection equipment: 

□ YES  □ NO 

Measurement equipment for structures of dimensions 18 m x 18 m x 2 m (height x width x wide): 

□ YES  □ NO 

2.8.2 Facilities 

The Firm, or each member of the Group of Firms (in this case the requested information must be 

provided for EACH member), shall have available at the time of this Market Survey the following 

facilities: 

Is this criterion fulfilled for:  

Minimum total production surface of 10’000 m2: 

□ YES  □ NO 

Minimum total storage surface of 2’500 m2: 

□ YES  □ NO 
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Minimum assembly hall surface of 1’500 m2 with 10 tonne crane coverage  

□ YES  □ NO 

 

2.9 Representatives 

The Firm, or the Lead Firm, shall make available for the entire duration of the Contract at least one 

English-speaking commercial representative and one English-speaking technical representative.  

Is this criterion fulfilled? 

□ YES  □ NO 

3. TECHNICAL QUALIFICATION CRITERIA 

The Firm, or the Lead Firm (in the case of a Group of Firms) OR the members of the Group of Firms 

collectively shall be able to provide two welded steel structures for the DUNE/LBNF detector 

cryostats  as described in § 2.1 of the Technical Description. 

Is this criterion fulfilled? 

□ YES □ NO 

If not, please explain why: 

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

The Firm, or the Lead Firm (in the case of a Group of Firms) OR the members of the Group of Firms 

collectively shall be able to provide two welded steel structures for the DUNE/LBNF detector 

cryostats   according to the technical requirements as described in § 3.1 and § 3,2 of the Technical 

Description. 

Is this criterion fulfilled? 

□ YES □ NO 

If not, please explain why: 

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

The Firm, or the Lead Firm (in the case of a Group of Firms) OR the members of the Group of Firms 

collectively shall be able to provide two welded steel structures for the DUNE/LBNF detector 

cryostats according to the delivery schedule  as stated in § 4.1 of the Technical Description.  

Is this criterion fulfilled? 

□ YES □ NO 

If not, please explain why: 

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  
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4. INFORMATION (NOT PART OF THE QUALIFICATION CRITERIA) 

4.1  Is the Firm in the position to handle (e.g. processing, selling on behalf of CERN etc.) the 

steel scrap resulting from the manufacturing of the steel structures? 

 

□ YES □ NO 

 

If “yes”, please explain or outline your proposal:  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 

4.2  Is the Firm in the position to quote firm prices, not subject to revision during the contract 

execution phase (see § 4.1 of the Technical Description) for the following parts of the Supply: (a) 

manufacturing of the steel structures, (b) provision of the steel plates required for the flanges and ribs 

(grade S460ML), with an approximate total weight of 650 MT per welded steel structure (see § 3 of 

the Technical Description)? 

 

□ YES □ NO 

 

If not, please explain the mechanism of price indexation that would be applicable in your industry, 

e.g. as of when would the prices be subject to revision and the indices applicable. 

(a) 

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

(b) 

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 

4.3  Has the Firm experience in shipping steels structures of similar dimensions/weight from its 

premises to the US?  

□ YES □ NO 

 

If “yes”, please explain:  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  
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4.4  Has the Firm or any member of the Group of Firms developed, or is it in the course of 

developing, a due diligence process aimed at avoiding the use of conflict minerals? 

 

□ YES □ NO 

 

Should you wish to expand your answer, please do so below:  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 

4.5  Sustainability 

Is the Firm, or the Group of Firms collectively, able to demonstrate its engagement in environmental, 

economic and social sustainability, or be willing to establish a policy in this field? 

 

□ YES □ NO 

 

If yes, please attach a copy of the applicable policy and/or certificate, if any. In the latter case, the 

certificate must clearly show the certification authority and date of certification. In case the Firm does 

not have a policy and/or certification yet, please indicate details of the sustainability policy you are 

willing to establish:  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 

If not, please explain: 

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  
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5. MISCELLANEOUS 

Please indicate any other information that may be relevant to this Market Survey: 

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 

Date: ………………….. 

 

Signature and stamp of the Firm or of the 

Lead Firm and each member of the Group of 

Firms 

 

  



  13 
MS-4729/RCS 

 

 

  

6. ANNEX 

REFERENCE #x 

Name of the customer  

Full address of the customer  

Name, telephone and e-mail of the 

person to be contacted in the 

customer’s organisation 

 

Scope of the contract  

Duration (start and end dates)  

Approximate contract value  

Quality and safety management  

Other relevant technical details 

• Compliant EN 1090 

• Welding facilities, 

• Equipment used, e.g. 

measurement equipment 

 

 

Please duplicate this reference form as needed. 


