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To integrate nature of science learning opportunities for pre-service physics teachers into our teacher edu-
cation program, we first investigate the pre-service teachers’ perceptions of physicists. For this, we use an
extended version of the Draw a Scientist test, supplemented by open-ended questions on knowledge, skills and
personality traits associated with physicists, as well as the relation towards the physics community. The pre-
service teachers’ drawings show physicists experimenting, calculating and theorizing. However, they mostly
assign these physicists content knowledge, rather than epistemic knowledge. This highlights an aspect to be
addressed in physics teacher education.
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