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Fostering productive dispositions - positive beliefs, perseverance, and emotional engagement - is vital for stu-
dent achievement in mathematics, physics, and STEM learning. This study explores how rich tasks, grounded
in solving real-world problems, nurture student dispositions. A series of rich tasks were designed and imple-
mented with Irish primary students. One of these rich tasks, is presented along with data collected from im-
plementing with 109 primary students. Findings reveal that students who completed rich tasks had increased
engagement, confidence, and conceptual understanding. The study highlights the transformative role that
rich tasks can play in fostering productive dispositions and strengthening interdisciplinary STEM learning.
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