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University students’difficulties related to
transformation between graphical and algebraic
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Abstract. The aim of this work is to detect the difficulties of second year (3rd semester) chilean students in
kinematics with non-constant acceleration. The focus is on questions in which students receive the infor-
mation in one representation (graphical or algebraic) and have to transform and answer in the other. The
analysis was carried out by phenomenography, which allowed us to categorise the students’ answers. The
initial results show that although difficulties appear in both transformations, transformation from graphical
to algebraic is more challenging for them. These results are intended to guide a future TLS to help students
overcome the difficulties detected.
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