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• Publicly funded research organizations have a moral obligation to ensure their 
research benefits the public. 

• Scientific progress requires building on previous knowledge. OA eliminates 
barriers to accelerate this process and empower researchers around the world 
to contribute

• OA gives significant advantages to authors by optimizing readership & visibility 
and increasing citations

•
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As a preamble…
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The CERN OA Policy
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Publish Open Access? 
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• Have the published version be made freely available immediately: 
• on the publisher website and on the institutional repository (CDS) 
• to be distinguished from “green Open access” = Open access to preprint 

version or accepted manuscript

• License CC-BY-4.0 allows to: 
• Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format
• Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, 

even commercially.
• https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Who?
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• CERN authors (Operational circular 6)
a) a Staff member or Fellow (Staff Rules, Article I 2.02 a), not on special 

leave (Staff Regulations, Article R II 4.29); or,
b) an Associated member of the personnel (Staff Rules, Article I 2.02 b) 

allowed by his [Department] Leader to use CERN as his affiliation on the 
document.

• Collaborations from the CERN research program
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General conditions for the CERN experiments
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The Open Access mechanisms available at CERN
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SCOAP3 Collective 
models

Individual APC

Sponsoring Consortium for 
Open Access Publishing in 
Particle Physics

CERN has negotiated Open 
access agreements with 10 
publishers

For other articles the fees can 
be centrally covered under 

certain conditions 
OA agreements

CERN supports other OA models 
transparent for the author
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SCOAP3
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• Sponsoring Consortium for Open Access Publishing in Particle Physics
• https://scoap3.org

• 11 HEP journals fully or completely converted to Open Access
• All the articles are automatically published Open Access, under CC-BY license

Full OA Journals:

European physical Journal C
JHEP
Nuclear physics B
Physics Letters B

Partial OA Journals (HEP):
Acta Physica polonica B
AHEP
Chinese physics C
Physical review C
Physical review D
Physical review letters
PTEP
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Other collective models
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• CERN supports collective agreements with publishers to cover OA for all articles.  
• Transparent for the author 
• All the articles are automatically published Open Access
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Open access agreements with publishers
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Article submitted by CERN 
corresponding authors and 

collaborations* 

The publisher captures 
the article as being part 

of the agreement

CERN SIS validates 
eligibility

* *
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Agreements with gold open access publishers
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• CERN has agreements with full Open Access publishers.
• MDPI
• Frontiers 

• Discounts for CERN affiliated authors
• Centrally covered by CERN SIS, upon verification of the eligibility 
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Articles submitted to journals outside existing agreements
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CERN 
agreement

CERN SIS 
informed 
at early 
stage

No 
high APC

Centrally covered by SIS

Other 
institution  
agreement
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Open Access at CERN in 2021
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1093 articles
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How to find detailed information?
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https://scientific-info.cern/cern-author-guide
http://cern.ch/open-access
Open-access-questions@cern.ch

http://cern.ch/open-access
http://cern.ch/open-access
mailto:Open-access-questions@cern.ch
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Thank you!
Anne.Gentil-Beccot@cern.ch


