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PRESENTATION OVERVIEW

Measuring and accelerating progress on SDG 6, 
including the SDG6 Indicators

Strengthening transboundary water 
cooperation: role of the UN Water Convention

UN 2023 Water Conference & beyond

*Questions & feedback after each segment 
focusing on what Parliamentarians can do*





Progress on SDG 6: need 
for huge acceleration! 

Water is essential for all life!

Billions of people are still living 

without safely managed water 

and sanitation. 

Sustainable Development Goal 

(SDG) 6 is to ensure the 

availability and sustainable 

management of water and 

sanitation for all by 2030. 

Achieving SDG 6 is integral to 

the success of the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development, 

which aims to end extreme 

poverty and protect the planet.





Action 1: Help policy- and decision-makers to 
take informed action
Data help us...

→ Make informed decisions to achieve 
desired results

→ Learn what is working and what is 
not

→ Leave no one behind and prioritize to 
make the most of existing resources

→ Address problems before they get 
too large

→ Ensure accountability

→ Attract commitment and investments

Evaluate

progress

Enable 
progress

Make 
progress

Measure 
progress

[implementation]

[means of 
implementation]

[follow-up and 
review]

[monitoring and 
reporting]

Achieving the 
2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable 
Development:



UN sends data request to 
countries / estimates based 
on open data

Country compiles / 
validate data and 

submit to UN

UN validates data 
together with 

country

Country signoff and 
publication of data

• Guidance on data collection and 
reporting (e.g. methodologies)

• Online support (e.g. helpdesk, 
webinars and e-learning, focal point 
database, collection of good practices)

• Face-to-face support (e.g. country 
visits, regional/glocal workshops)

• Data and progress reporting (e.g. SDG 
6 Data Portal) 

Support to countries

Action 2: Encourage national and sub-national 
data collection

2020 Data Drive



SDG 6 Summary Progress Update 2021 and Progress Reports 

→ The world is off-track to meet SDG 6 by 2030

→ Progress need to quadruple (x4)

Action 3: Raise awareness about global status 
and need to accelerate progress

https://www.unwater.org/publication_categories/sdg6-progress-reports/

https://www.unwater.org/publication_categories/sdg6-progress-reports/


Read the reports:
https://www.unwater.org/publication_categories/sdg6-
progress-reports/

Explore the data:
https://sdg6data.org/

Record your action:
https://www.unwater.org/sdg6-action- space/

https://www.unwater.org/publication_categories/sdg6-progress-reports/
https://sdg6data.org/
https://www.unwater.org/sdg6-action-%20space/






Globally, transboundary water cooperation is lagging behind 
(Results of the 2nd reporting in 2020 on SDG 6.5.2)

SDG Indicator 6.5.2 Proportion of 
transboundary basin area with an 
operational arrangement for water 
cooperation

UNESCO and UNECE custodian 
agencies

High level of engagement 
• In 2020: 129 out of 153 countries 

sharing tb waters  submitted 
reports

Not on track
• Only 24 countries report all

transboundary surface waters and 
groundwaters covered by 
operational arrangements 

• At least 128 basins reported  lack 
agreements

• Insufficient knowledge on 
groundwater systems

SDG Indicator 6.5.2 values and responses received during the 2nd exercise

Progress must be accelerated to ensure that all transboundary basins 
are covered by operational arrangements by 2030



6.5.2 Proportion of transboundary basin area 
with an operational arrangement for water cooperation 
(2020)

• Europe, North America and 
Sub-Saharan Africa show 
greatest levels of progress

• In Latin America and Asia, 
much more progress 
is needed for water 
cooperation

• At least 128 basins lack 
agreements

• Insufficient knowledge on 
groundwater systems, 
despite an unprecedented 
opportunity for countries to 
consider their 
transboundary aquifers 



6.5.2 Proportion of transboundary basin area 
with an operational arrangement for water cooperation 
(2017-2030)
Acceleration

• Building on the impetus 
offered by SDG 6.5.2 
reporting process 

• ”Quick wins”: regular 
meetings & exchanging 
information 

• Capacity development, 
financing, data and 
information etc. and 
political action needed



Key areas to accelerate progress progress on 
transboundary water cooperation

SDG 6 Global Acceleration Framework



Benefits of transboundary water cooperation for the 
overall sustainable development agenda

The 6.5.2 reporting highlighted the key 
role of institutional arrangements  for 
peace and conflict prevention:

• dispute and conflict prevention is a 
subject of cooperation in water 
agreements or arrangement in 74% 
of responses 

• settling of differences and conflicts 
is part of the joint body tasks and 
activities in 58% of responses

Main achievements in cooperating on transboundary waters – Sect. IV, Q°2, all reporting 
countries

72
55

72
75

70
51

55
86

55
65

improved water management
enhanced regional cooperation, i.e. beyond water

adoption of cooperative arrangements
adoption of joint plans and programmes

long-lasting and sustained cooperation
financial support for joint activities

stronger political will for transboundary water cooperation
better knowledge and understanding

dispute avoidance
stakeholder engagement

Number of countries responding

→ 3rd reporting round in 2023

o Use the reports to provide the basis for dialogue to strengthen cooperation.

o Dialogue at national, basin, regional level

o Identify joint gaps and challenges

o Strengthen coordination of reporting at basin level through basin 

organisation/project meetings/bilateral agreements

o Use information for future planning: e.g. elaboration of a joint basin vision, 

roadmaps with concrete actions



Next steps for SDG indicator 6.5.2
• 2023: 3rd reporting exercise for SDG 6.5.2

• Early 2023: all countries sharing transboundary waters worldwide will be 
invited to submit their third national reports to UNECE and UNESCO by 30 
June 2023.

• Strengthen SDG 6.5.2 monitoring and transboundary water cooperation
• Further improve response rate and quality of reports received
• Improve coordination/harmonization of the reports at river, lake or aquifer 

levels
• Reduce data gaps, especially regarding aquifers
• Share experience on how to use reporting data
• Use the reports as a basis for dialogue to improve cooperation
• Incentivize the use of the information for future planning.

• During the 3rd reporting exercise 
• SDG indicator 6.5.2 helpdesk will be maintained by UNECE and UNESCO.
• Several webinars/workshops will be organised to support countries' reporting 

efforts.
• Data collection and validation in 2023, and analysis in late 2023-early 2024



QUESTIONS & COMMENTS

What can Parliamentarians do?
• 2023: contribute to the 3rd reporting exercise for SDG 6.5.2 and other 

SDG 6 monitoring initiatives. DATA = PROGRESS!
• Motivate other parliamentarians in your country to raise awareness 

of the importance of submitting national data towards measuring 
progress  and build political support for accelerating progress on SDG 
6 

• Meet with fellow parliamentarians on neighbouring countries to 
build political support for accelerating progress on SDG 6 



“The global opening of the Water 
Convention, the accession of the 
first countries from outside the 
UNECE region and the momentum 
in support of the Convention are 
promising developments. Along 
with the Convention on the Law of 
the Non-Navigational Uses of 
International Watercourses, the 
world has the ability to strengthen 
the rule of law in transboundary 
cooperation worldwide. I call on 
Member States to join both 
Conventions and to strive for their 
full implementation.”



International water law: integrated transboundary cooperation 
frameworks from global conventions to basin / national contexts 

Global

• 1997 
Watercourses 
Convention

• 1992 Water 
Convention

Regional

• SADC Revised 
Protocol

• EU Water 
Framework 
Directive

• ECOWAS 
Directive

• ECCAS 
Convention

Basin

• Congo Basin 
Agreement

• Senegal River 
Water Charter 

• Rhine 
Convention 

• Danube 
Convention 

• Zambezi 
Watercourse 
Agreement

Sub-Basin

• Sava 
Agreement 

• International 
Boundary 
Waters Treaty

• Treaty of the 
River Plate 
Basin

• Mekong River 
Agreement

National

• Human Right to 
Water and 
Sanitation

Main objective =

Foster cooperation 
over transboundary 
waters in order to 

ensure that they are 
sustainably and 

equitably managed 



Why are the UN global water conventions needed?

Instruments of preventive diplomacy and confidence-building between riparian
states

Support transboundary cooperation when it is not established:

• No specific legal / institutional mechanism at basin level, i.e. more than 60% of basins

• Weak existing legal and institutional arrangements at the basin level, eg. many 
agreements do not provide for data sharing, provision for dispute resolution

• Not all basin states are party to the basin agreement, i.e. more than 80% of basins

Promote the gradual improvement of cooperation when it is established and 
strengthen implementation, for example, through a platform to share 
experiences and good practices

Support ≠ replace existing treaties and where basin agreements are to be 
created the Conventions can facilitate negotiations and cooperation

Strengthen the profile of 'transboundary waters' at national and international 
political level, and foster synergies with other global initiatives, for example for 
climate change



UN Water Convention

A legal and institutional framework for 
transboundary water cooperation 
contributing to sustainable development, 
international peace and security.

A unique platform to discuss progress of 
transboundary water cooperation 
worldwide under the umbrella of the 
United Nations

Opened to all interested countries, with 
more than 130 countries exchanging 
experiences and knowledge to prompt 
progress in cooperation



Global interest in the 1992 Water Convention

23

Parties to the Convention (47): 
newest Party –Cameroon (2022)

Countries in the process of 
accession (>20)

Globalization guided by the Strategy for the implementation of the Water Convention at global level



The Water Convention institutional mechanism

Meeting of the Parties

Water Convention Secretariat 

UNECE

Implementation 

Committee
Bureau

▪ Task Force on Water 

and Climate

▪ Task Force on Water-

Food-Energy-

Ecosystems Nexus

▪ Expert Groups

▪ JEG on Water and 

Industrial Accidents

Working Group on IWRM
Working Group on M&A



1: Increasing awareness of & accession 
to the Convention & application of its 

principles drawing on cooperation

2: Supporting monitoring, assessment 
and information sharing in 

transboundary basins

3: Promoting an integrated and 
intersectoral approach to water 

management at all levels

4: Adapting to climate change in 
transboundary basins

5: Facilitating financing of 
transboundary water cooperation

6: Reporting on SDG indicator 6.5.2 and 
under the Convention

7: Partnerships, communication and 
knowledge management

PoW activites 2022-2024

Note: The boundaries and names shown on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations

Activities under the Water Convention 2015-2022



Numerous tools and guidance documents have been 
developed under the Water Convention



Many direct & indirect benefits of accession
“Joining the Water Convention has led us to strengthen the ecosystem approach to water management, pollution prevention and control, 

monitoring and assessment of rivers and groundwater, sustainable flood prevention and public participation.”

Serigne Mbaye Thiam, Minister for Water and Sanitation of Senegal



QUESTIONS & COMMENTS

What can Parliamentarians do?
• Please speak to your fellow parliamentarians and national stakeholders to 

raise awareness about the importance of transboundary water cooperation
for peace, sustainable development and regional integration.

• If your country is considering accession to the Water Convention, enquire
about the status of discussions and offer to connect them with the
secretariat for any support that might be needed

• Encourage representatives from your national line ministry on water to
participate in the events, workshops and activities of the Water Convention



The UN 2023 Water Conference: 22-24 March 2023, New York 

The Netherlands and 
Tajikistan, as co-hosts, 
and UNDESA with the 
support of UN-Water as 
Secretariat of the 
Conference will strive to 
make the Conference a 
watershed moment for 
the world. 

“Once in a generation” Water Conference: first UN Conference on 
Water since 1977 in Mar del Plata, Argentina

Six Plenaries
Member States to announce commitments, plans, 
actions, and best practices

Five interactive dialogues to be held in parallel with 
the plenary meetings 

Special Events 
The co-hosts decided to strive to organize 3-5 Special 
Events, scope: 50-200 people

Side Events 
Member States and other stakeholders will organize many 
side events that are cross-cutting and aim for action



Themes for the Interactive Dialogues

1. Water for Health: Access to safe drinking water, hygiene and 
sanitation (SDG 6.1, 6.2, 6.3 and SDGs 1, 3, 4, 5, 17)

2 . Water for Development: Valuing Water, Water-Energy-Food 
Nexus and Sustainable Economic and Urban Development (SDG 
6.3, 6.4, 6.5 and SDGs 2, 8, 9, 11, 12)

3. Water for Climate, Resilience and Environment: Source to Sea, 
Biodiversity, Climate, Resilience and DRR (SDGs 6.5, 6.6, 7, 11.5, 13, 
14, 15)

4. Water for Cooperation: Transboundary and International Water 
Cooperation, Cross Sectoral Cooperation and Water Across the 
2030 Agenda (SDG 6.5, 6.b and SDGs 16, 17)

5. Water Action Decade: Accelerating the implementation of the 
objectives of the Decade, including through the UN Secretary-
General’s Action Plan.

Supported by 5 
Accelerators of 
the SDG 6 Global 
Acceleration 
Framework: 
• Finance 
• Governance 
• Capacity 
• Data and 

information 
• Innovation 



What will the Conference deliver?

The Conference will help set the agenda until 2030, and thereafter, in the following ways:

1. Deliver a summary of the Conference proceedings

2. Present a set of voluntary commitments to get the world back on track- Water Action 
Agenda 
• Scale up and replicate what works
• Discontinue or change what does not work
• Innovate what needs to be improved
• Fund what merits funding

3. Roadmap towards 2028 (Decade), 2030 (SDGs) and Agenda post 2030

Next steps:
• 7-8 December: UN Groundwater summit, UNESCO, Paris
• 7-9 February 2023, Geneva: financing roundtable, organized by OECD and UN-Water 
• 22-24 March 2023: UN Water conference
• July 2023: High-Level Political Forum in New York will review the water goal SDG6



What next? 2030 & Beyond
• Mobilise and raise awareness among 

responsible ministries to ensure your country 
participates in the next rounds of SDG 
Monitoring Reporting –

• DATA = CRUCIAL FOR PROGRESS!

• Build political will for financial and capacity 
investment in water as an enabler for 
achieving SDG6 and all other SDGs

• Participate in relevant UN meetings to bring 
your challenges, concerns, achievements and 
lessons learned to exchange and share ideas, 
identify opportunities for synergies and 
coordination and commit to concrete actions



SDG6 Accelerator Framework

• The SDG 6 Global Acceleration 
Framework is a unifying 
initiative that aims to deliver 
fast results, at an increased 
scale, towards the goal of 
ensuring the availability and 
sustainable management of 
water and sanitation for all by 
2030. 

• The Framework will contribute 
to the new Water Action 
Agenda, a mandated outcome 
of the UN 2023 Water 
Conference that will be held in 
March 2023.

5 cross-cutting and interdependent 

‘accelerators’:

1.Financing - Optimized financing is essential 

to get resources behind country plans.

2.Data and information - Data and information 

targets resources and measures progress.

3.Capacity development - A better-skilled 

workforce improves service levels and 

increases job creation and retention in the 

water sector.

4.Innovation - New, smart practices and 

technologies will improve water and sanitation 

resources management and service delivery.

5.Governance - Collaboration across 

boundaries and sectors will make SDG 6 

everyone’s business.



SDG6 Accelerator Framework – Country Case Study

Country engagement

Country engagement is 

at the core of the SDG 6 

Global Acceleration 

Framework in order to 

mobilize a coordinated 

response to countries 

and enable better 

engagement across all 

stakeholders and 

sectors.

SENEGAL & OMVS / OMVG

Senegal has sought to accelerate 
achievement of SDG6 based on criteria such 
as Indicator 6.5.2, using an integrated 
approach (Ministry, university, civil society, 
private sector), legal and institutional 
platforms, especially basin organisations
OMVS and OMVG and building support at 
the highest political levels.

Strengthened transboundary management 
of the Senegalo-Mauritanian Aquifer Basin, 
including the Signing of a Ministerial 
Declaration at the Water Convention MOP9 
is one key achievement on this path.



QUESTIONS & COMMENTS

What can Parliamentarians do?
• Please encourage your national delegations and other stakeholders from your

countries to contribute, highlight the importance of transboundary cooperation
and consider concrete initiatives for the conference

• Commitments could include accession to the Water Convention, its
implementation, and development of transboundary agreements, data 
exchange platforms etc.

• Discuss with Parliamentarians and stakeholders which of the SDG6 Global 
Accelerators would be relevant for your country context, seek to coordinate
with partners to address these areas with concrete initiatives, inform UN Water


