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Topics covered

1. Understanding water

2. Understanding water &
conflict for diplomacy

3. Water diplomacy

Summary

Messages for parliamentarians

<> Itis simple to deny water to others
<> Policy responses are best (diplomacy)
<> Social science can help:
<> Unfair water-sharing causes great harm;
<> Understanding power asymmetry can
help water diplomacy;
<> National and International Water Law is
a useful guide.




1. Understanding Water



Water use

2. How much water do you use for:

[m3 per person per year]
1. Where does your 1 Drinking?

water come from? 100 At Home?
1,000 for Food?

1-5 your livelihood (parliamentarian)?

10,000 (farmer)
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Dead lakes

WATER

Who’s to blame?

climate change... or policy?

w

Aral Sea (Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan)

‘Man is a strange
deserts bloom, and

hing. He makes

lakes die’ - Gil Stern

Lake Urmia (Iran)



https://www.insurancejournal.com/app/uploads/2015/02/drought.jpg
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/content/dam/news/photos/000/169/16957.ngsversion.1421959179935.adapt.1900.1.jpg
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2. Understanding Water & Conflict
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on the Protection of Water Infrastructure

The Geneva List of Principles
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3. Water Diplomacy



Diplomacy should consider power plays
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Power asymmetry is ... but the river hegemon can
a fact of life... choose to lead or to dominate.

a ‘fact of life’

[Forms of Power:
Hard Power (upstream position, military, economy)

Soft Power (ideology, allies, agenda-setting, discourse, etc) |



Effective diplomacy can:

- Level the players
e.g. Capacity-building

— especially negotiations and lawyers
(not just techno-managerial capacity)

= Level the playing field
Objective standards / Norms

e.g. Human Right to Water,
International Water Law

- 1997 UN Watercourses Convention
‘no significant harm’;

l [ [ L) [ ,.

ri n’;
‘equitable and reasonable @

Y
WATER .

HUB .\
\
1




Support for and opposition to Water Law

A. Support of 1997 UNWConvention

/ 1992 Helsmkl Conventlon
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Where does your country sit?

B. Lack of interest
(stuck in government)

C. Opposition / downplaying IWL
(who benefits from status quo)
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Topics covered

1. Understanding water

2. Understanding water &
conflict for diplomacy

3. Water diplomacy

Summary

Messages for parliamentarians

<> Itis simple to deny water to others
<> Policy responses are best (diplomacy)
<> Social science can help:
<> Unfair water-sharing causes great harm;
<> Understanding power asymmetry can
help water diplomacy;
<> National and International Water Law is
a useful guide.

Thank-you.

mzeitoun@genevawaterhub.org



