
The QGP, triggering, and how I met Orlando
• First time I heard about Orlando and the 

Birmingham group I was in 2002 during my 
undergrad studies in Mexico

• In 2001, I started discussing physics and working 
with Gerardo Herrera Corral and Guillermo 
Contreras. Back then the LHC was supposed to 
start in 2004!

• Working with the VZERO group, I got very much 
interested on how the trigger works. Also read the 
2000 review article on strangeness production and 
the 2000 outreach articles by CERN and RHIC

• I came to Birmingham in 2004 thanks to the 
European Commission AlBan award for Latin 
Americans and the UK ORSAS scholarship. Special 
thanks to Prof. Dave Charlton for working with me 
in my scholarship applications, and to Professors 
Pete Watkins and David Evans (and everyone) for 
welcoming me so warmly and supporting me
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CERN 
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CERN 
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We did a study together with 
Dariusz Bocian and Joakim
Nystrand in 2006 

I went back to UPCs in 2009. 
We initiated the UPC J/y studies 
using the forward spectrometer. 
OVB always encouraged us to 
move forward

UPCs and Orlando 
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Can you spot the differences? 
Orlando and the Podrad airport at SQM 2007 (Levoca, Slovakia) 

and why Karel is the ALICE guru 
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Bullet proof red ink Orlando likes 
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A man of many hats: 
a short list of things I admire about OVB

• As a researcher, Orlando has been the oracle for research in the Birmingham group. 
If you ask for it, he will prepare a report with notes and his own ideas about your questions. His 
detailed Lab notebook are very impressive

• As an instructor, for making problems assignments very challenging!   
• As a mentor, for how he tailors his mentorship to each individual. And for Orlando being one of the 

most encouraging mentors 
• As a philosopher, he will help you think through difficult ideas and seek opportunities 
• As a seminar speaker: best presentations for conference highlights 
• As a member of the community, 

• a very genuine and dedicated promoter and supporter of women in physics 
• I learned his passion for international collaboration. He is passionate to work with people from all nationalities 

in doing science and supporting their work 
• As a polyglot, for how he masters languages. I think you don’t fully know Orlando unless you speak 

with him in Spanish!
• As a person, for the value he puts on his family and friends, and for how his faith brings additional 

elements to admire the wonders of this world
• As a friend, for always been there to talk whenever I need it 
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Thank you 
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