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Several years ago, Spencer Axani of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology designed and tested a very
small, inexpensive cosmic ray detector that he named the CosmicWatch. He also provided plans and resources
to the public for anyone to build and use one. A little over a year ago, inspired by the TanQ project in Japan, the
U.S.QuarkNet program built 48 of these detectors, which have been used and tested byQuarkNetmembers in a
variety of scenarios. We will discuss what was learned about the Cosmic Watch and then shift that discussion
to how it may be used in physics outreach and education in Africa. The goal is for students and teachers
to collect and analyze cosmic ray muon data in order to build enthusiasm for and deeper understanding of
fundamental physics.
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