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i) Ultra-High Energy Cosmic Rays 
and The Pierre Auger Observatory



UHECRs: ~1020 eV!
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[Linsley, PRL 10:146–148]



Cosmic accelerators?
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easy to detect

γ,ν 
point back to sources
     (good for astronomy)
but serious backgrounds

γ

but gamma rays are currently  
the most “productive” messengers.

“multi-messenger astrophysics”

E2-B2<0

COMMENT ? UN SCHEMA GENERIQUE

Rayons cosmiques accélérés dans des 
environnements à fortes turbulences magnétiques

Interactions des RC avec les radiations présentes
dans l'environnement de l'accélérateur

Processus dominants: 

Neutrons et produits de désintégration des pions
pouvant s'échapper 

   L'énergie « libérée » par ces accélérateurs   
 se distribue donc en 

rayons cosmiques ~ photons ~ neutrinos
  

« Rotating B » 
E.B ≠ 0

« Turbulent B » 
E.B = 0

multi-messenger cascade

E2-B2>0



GZK cutoff
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[Alves Batista, Boncioli, 
Di Matteo et al., 2015]

Almost same conclusions for nuclei (photo-disintegration)

➡ Reduction of  the CR horizon at UHE

Example with protons



Magnetic deflections — GMF contribution

[Jansson & Farrar 2012]

At UHE, CRs may be rigid 
enough to point back to their 
sources within a few degrees

[Unger & Farrar 2017]
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+ Reduced horizon 
➡  Possibility to identify 

nearby sources?

Origin of ultra-high energy cosmic rays

Magnetic fields
At low energy Galactic Magnetic Field (GMF) and InterGalactic

Magnetic Field (IGMF) deflect CR particles
UHECRs are very little deflected

only for E/Z >> 1019 eV deflections become less than a few degrees 
and C R astronomy could become feasible

propagation in G alactic magnetic fields
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* %+Cosmic rays are deflected as :
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L
kpc

6 ⇥ 1019eVE/Z

Regular component of MF follows
spiral arms

Regular component
B0 = 2 � 3µG coherent over
scales of kpc

Random component with
Brms = fewµG

Intergalactic magnetic field ?

Only for E/Z >> 1019 eV it is possible to point to the source direction
Carla MACOLINO (LPNHE-CNRS Paris) The Pierre Auger Observatory and Cosmic Ray Physics22nd Rencontres de Blois 46 / 52

[Harari et al., 1999]



The Pierre Auger Cosmic Ray Observatory
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[NIM 798:172–213, 2015]



Surface Detectors
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S(ropt) as shower-size estimate [Hillas, Acta Phys. Acad. 
Sci. Hung., 29, Suppl. 3, page 355]

[JINST 15 (2020) P10021]

Track-length integral → Air-shower size
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Longitudinal profile reconstruction
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Propagation of  FD energy scale



ii) Searching for sources in arrival directions

➡ Aiming to capture in the UHECR arrival directions a pattern 
suggestive in an evident way of  a class of  astrophysical objects. 



First harmonic in RA
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‣Control of  the event rate/directional exposure in right ascension 
➡ Fourier expansion of  the directional intensity

[Science 57 (2017) 1266, ApJ 868 (2018) 1]



Extragalactic origin
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Direction of  the local void 

Laniakea: Norma (attractor) + Pavo-Indus + 
Virgo supercluster (Virgo cluster + Local sheet) 

Local sheet : 10-15 Mpc diameter, 0.5 Mpc 
height, with a void region ~70 Mpc North in 
supergalactic coordinates

[Science 57 (2017) 1266]



Catalog-based correlations
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Catalog-based correlations
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[ApJ 935 (2022)170]



iii) Energy spectrum and mass composition: probing 
source properties

➡ Constraints on: 
‣ acceleration/escape processes  
‣ energetics of  the sources  
‣ abundances of  elements in the source 

environments 



Features in the energy spectrum > 1017 eV
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[EPJC 81 (2021) 966]
Smooth second/

iron knee

Instep feature



Xmax moments
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[Yuchkov, ICRC2021]



Astrophysical picture
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✦ Hard ejected spectra (quasi 
mono-elemental fluxes at UHE) 

✦ Energy cutoff  ~5Z EeV
✦ Steepening above ~50 EeV:  

combination of  the maximum 
energy of  acceleration of  the 
heaviest nuclei at the sources and 
the GZK effect

✦ Steepening above ~10 EeV:   
interplay between the flux 
contributions of  He and CNO 
injected at the source with their 
distinct cutoff  energies, shaped by 
photodisintegration during the 
propagation

✦ Luminosity density (E2qgen(E)):         
6 1044 erg Mpc-3 yr-1

[PRL 125 (2020) 121106]



iv) Astrophysical interpretations

➡ A transient scenario to explain the correlation with star-forming galaxies? 



Correlation with Star-forming Galaxies
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✦ 4.5 sigma with star-forming galaxies
[JCAP, submitted]



Steady state/Transient state
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✦ Starburst galaxies responsible for 15% of  the SFR  (for z<2) 
✦ Transient sources in every star-forming galaxy?



- 23 -

From transient to steady states
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Testing the transient scenario for UHECRs
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Median (SFR) map — Small and high k values
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Median (SFR) map — Best k

[Marafico et al., in preparation]
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Constraints on sources

[Marafico et al., in preparation]



v) Photons, neutrinos, multi-messenger, BSM,             
(super-heavy) dark matter

« Une fourmi  parlant français 

Parlant latin et javanais 

Ça n'existe pas ça n'existe pas 

Et pourquoi pas ? » R. Desnos 



Limits on photon fluxes
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[ApJ 933 (2022) 125]



Limits on neutrino fluxes
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[JCAP 10 (2019) 022]



Correlations with GW?
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[ApJ, in press]



Anomalous ANITA events
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✦ Earth-skimming neutrinos ✦ A few anomalous events

✦ Searches for upgoing showers 
✦ Stringent upper limits 

[PRL, in preparation]



Secondary by-product fluxes from SDHM decay
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Constraints on non-perturbative decay
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[arXiv:2203.08854, arXiv:2208.02353]



Non-thermal SHDM production during reheating
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[arXiv:2203.08854, arXiv:2208.02353]



vi) Puzzles in extensive air showers

« The subject of  cosmic rays is unique in modern physics for the 
minuteness of  the phenomena, the delicacy of  the observations, 
the adventurous excursions of  the observers, the subtlety of  the 

analysis, the grandeur of  the inferences » B. Rossi 



Comparison of  longitudinal and lateral shower profiles
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[PRL, 117 (2016) 192001]



Muon number in inclined showers (θ > 60°)
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[PRL, 126 (2021) 152002]

[PRD, 91 (2015) 032003]



Direct measurement of  muons at lower energy
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[EPJC, 80 (2020) 751]



All the rest…

!
‣Atmospheric electricity phenomena (ELVES, TGFs, …)  
‣Radio-detection of  EAS 
‣Xmax estimations from SD (risetime, DNN, etc.) 
‣Dependences of  <Xmax> in arrival directions 
‣p-air and p-p cross section 
‣Muon production depth 
‣Modification of  hadronic interaction models 
‣Constraints on Lorentz invariance violation 
‣Searches for ANITA-like anomalous events 
‣Low-energy extensions below 1017 eV 
‣Common studies with TA 
‣…

!
‣Upgrade of  the Observatory 
‣Outreach  
‣Open data





Energy scale

[PRD 100 (2019) 082003] [Dawson, ICRC2019]



SD: Track-length integral from lateral sampling?

Issue: spacing of  detectors > Molière radius

[Linsley, PRL 10:146–148]

[Linsley, ICRC 1977]

~1020 eV!

~1020 eV!



Composition and horizons at UHE
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☞ Limited horizons @ 30-40 EeV

[Alves Batista, Boncioli, Di Matteo et al.,  JCAP10(2015)063]



Muon production in hadronic showers

[Courtesy, R. Engel]

Muon energy spectrum in EAS relative to that of  Sibyll 2.1


