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STARTUP RADAR
STARTUP SCOUTING SYSTEM FOR 

BENCHMARKING & TECH DUE DILIGENCE



Linknovate is a tech-scouting and
competitive intelligence platform
helping companies detect:

• emerging technologies
• market trends
• the organizations behind them



Identify key companies in
emerging markets.

Discover relevant trending 
topics and keywords.

Obtain references from >80M 
academic and industrial 
sources.

Collaborate and share your 
discoveries with your team.

What’s Linknovate for?
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Startup Radar automatically 
extracts semantic relations
between entities from unstructured 
and heterogeneous data sources. 



SR aims at detecting 3 critical events from over 80M documents 
present in Linknovate´s (LKN) database: 

Mergers & acquisitions

Funding events

Product launches

SR’s second capability (focus of this use case) is a recommendation 
system to locate “Similar To” companies based on:

Know-how

Products

Innovation weak signals
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SR enables investors 
and innovation 
professionals to 
compare companies 
and conduct 
technology due 
diligence, allowing 
them to make better-
informed decisions. 

SR also provides 
them with up-to-date 
structured info about 
products, financing 
and M&A events from 
unstructured text 
data sources.

Be
ne

fit
s Time saving

Superior discovery 
capability of similar 
companies.

Better tech DD

Increased deal flow



Competitors
Crunchbase

Owler

OpenAI’s ChatGPT

6sense

Startup Ranking

Tracxn



Approach

Full natural language 

Keyword (tag) based

Average beta tester scores for each type of proposed explanation

Testing 4 different 
kinds of explanations.



Visual proposal



Tech stack

Our solution for finding similar companies was built upon:

•ElasticSearch 7: a search engine based on the Lucene library providing 
distributed, multitenant-capable full-text search engine.

•D3.js: a JavaScript library for producing dynamic, interactive data visualizations in 
web browsers.

•Tensorflow: a library for machine learning and artificial intelligence for training 
and inference of deep neural networks.

•Apache Beam: an unified programming model to define and execute data 
processing pipelines.



As the analyst begins to type the name,
the tool suggests companies with profiles
on the platform which match that name.

Select the company to analyze1

The analyst can use Boolean Operators AND
and OR as well as other punctuation to get
more specific search results.

Indicate the innovation area2



The platform shows the company list ordered by relevance based on an internal score. This list can be
ranked by company size, country, etc.

The analyst can individually select/deselect each sug-gested company, and can also manually add
similar companies not included in the tool's suggestion list.

Similar organizations3



After confirming the previous list
selection, the tool generates a set of
possible recommendations in the
indicated area of innovation based on
these selected similar organizations.

Customized recommendations4



The innovation actions/documents selected by the analyst will be labelled with the 
automatically created descriptive name.

5

Tagging5
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At the end of the analysis, an automatic report can be generated with all of the records and companies selceted.

Reporting6



Future work

Improve 
visuals

Polish auto-
reporting features

Detect TRL 
levels

Upgrade similar 
org detection

Natural language 
integrations
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