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I know that I am speaking for all of Matey's colleagues at CERN in saying that we will miss 
him. Particle physics has lost not only an excellent physicist, but also a true gentleman. We 
shall always remember Matey as a friendly and co-operative colleague with a warm 
personality, whose loss is felt very deeply by the Bulgarian community and all colleagues at 
CERN.

Mateev was a key figure in Bulgaria's scientific policy. He was named Minister of Education in 
1991 and developed the <National Education Act >, adopted by the National Assembly that 
very year. He championed the establishment of the National Foundation for Fundamental 
Research and was elected to the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences in 2003. In 2009 he 
received the <Cyril and Methodius> medal, a very high Bulgarian distinction. None of these 
honours changed Mag's modest and friendly ways.

Matey was the key promoter of Bulgaria's membership of CERN, and his country's 
representative to the CERN Council from 1999 to 2000. Bulgaria's active participation in 
CERN was among Mateev's greatest services to science.

Matey was a long-standing and faithful friend of CERN. We shall deeply miss him.

Rolf Heuer
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running radii
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Stephens, Atkins, and Kingston of Keele 
University, for confirming the widely held 
belief that swearing relieves pain.

Ig Nobel Peace Prize  2010

REFERENCE: "Swearing as a Response 
to Pain," Richard Stephens, John Atkins, 
and Andrew Kingston, Neuroreport, vol. 
20 , no. 12, 2009, pp. 1056-60.
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