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ILO Training 

Overview in addition to the specific ILO training day 
that took place on 1 March about the revision of :

• the General Conditions of CERN Contracts and

• the General Conditions of CERN Invitations to 
Tender
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Why a revision of the GCs?

Reflect the lessons learned in particular during the COVID crisis 

Implement feedback on contract cases and 

dispute settlement over the last years 

Need for updates and improvements of procedures and wording



Working Group and Benchmarking



General Conditions of CERN Contracts (G3C)

▪ To the attention of the 
contractors

▪ Rules applicable to the 
relationship between CERN and 
the Contractor 

• Referred to in Purchase Orders 
and Contracts

• to be complemented or modified 
by specific clauses



Overview of Key Improvements

• Clarification on CERN’s status and its privileges and immunities

• Introduction of detailed procedure on expert nomination when contractor 
challenges its warranty obligations

• Introduction of new clauses on “Data protection” and IT security provisions in 
clause on “Communication”

• New arbitration clause referring to ICC Rules (to align with ESO, ESA, ITER)

• Clarification of definitions, such as Contract Price, Force Majeure, Group of firms,
Personal Data, Subcontractor, Warranty Period;

• Specification of terms: “activities”/“services” “deliverables”/“supply”, etc….

• Clarification of status of Contractors’ personnel, in particular concerning their 
identification and communication conditions (new clause 3.5)

• Specification of provisions on Equipment made available by CERN, on Bank 
guarantees and the exceptions to the liability caps

• Update of references and numbering 

• Overall improvement of documents’ clarity and format
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CERN’s status

• Introduction of specific, standard, wording to clarify 
CERN’s status and resulting privileges and 
immunities (no need to specify on a case by case 
basis)



Expert nomination  

• Introduction of a detailed procedure for the 
nomination of an expert in cases where the 
contractor challenges its warranty obligations (new 
clause 26.7)



Data, 
communication & 
IT security

• Introduction of new clause on “Data protection” 
(clause 15)

• New provisions on IT security in the 
“Communication” clause 34

• to reflect CERN’s internal regulations and standards 
(Operational Circular 11, etc…)







Arbitration clause

• New arbitration clause referring to ICC Rules to 
align with ESO, ESA, ITER (clause 36)



General Conditions of CERN 
Invitations to Tender (GCIT)

▪ To the attention of the bidders

▪ Rules applicable to the invitation 
to tender process

▪ Reflect the principles laid down 
in the Procurement Rules



Overview of Key Improvements

• Update of document to align with revised version of 
G3Cs (definitions, references, numbering, etc…)

• Clarification on CERN’s status /privileges and immunities

• Introduction of new provisions on “Communication and 
IT security”

• Overall improvement of documents’ clarity and format
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Next Steps

• Revised General Conditions submitted for 
information to Finance Committee and 
Council this week (March 2023)

• Updated French version available soon;

• Revised General Conditions will replace the 
previous version CERN/FC/6211-I & II and 
apply to all orders and contracts placed as 
from the date of their publication 
foreseen in April. 



https://procurement.web.cern.ch/document-category/key-
reference-documents

Find the documents

https://procurement.web.cern.ch/document-category/key-reference-documents


QUESTIONS ?

• Contact Procurement Legal: 

Procurement.Legal@cern.ch

• Consult the Procurement website:

https://procurement.web.cern.ch/

mailto:Procurement.Legal@cern.ch
https://procurement.web.cern.ch/


Thank you for your attention!


