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About the LHC ECSF
ALICE Junior Representatives: 

• Formed in 2013. 3 elected members. 2-year terms.
• Represent 765 ALICE juniors (<= 5 years after PhD)

ATLAS Early Career Scientist Board (ATLAS ECSB)
• Formed in 2017. 7 elected members with 2-year terms
• 25 volunteers.
• Represents ATLAS members within 10 years of PhD completion

CMS Young Scientists Committee (CMS YSC)
• Formed in 2013. 3 elected members (1 chair, 2 deputy chairs) with 1-year terms, can be extended to 2.
• Approx. 50 volunteers + 5 advisory members.
• Represents CMS members without a permanent position (> 2500 members).

LHCb Early Career, Gender and Diversity Office ( LHCb ECGD):
• Formed in 2014. 2 elected members. 1 year term, can be extended to 2. 
• Represent approx. 800 LHCb members.
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LHC ECSF CERN Newcomers’ Tours
First tours began in March 2022 by the CMS 
YSC. Became a fora wide initiative in April 
2022. 

Aimed at newcomers but open to anyone at 
CERN.

Either on or close to a newcomer’s first day.

Tours given by ECSF members and focus on 
the areas needed on a daily basis.
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Oliwia Kałuzińska (second from left) and Jenny Lunde (fourth from 
left) giving a tour in August 2023. Image: Kathryn Coldham.
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LHC Job Matching Event (JMEv)
Provides a platform for recruiters 
and job seekers to meet in 
moderated sessions (each 1 
hour). 

1 in Spring and 1 in Autumn, 
since September 2020.

Job seekers present 3 min long 
flash presentations, followed by 
Q&A. 

Includes talks by motivational 
speakers.
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Motivational 
speakers in 
the JMEv 
Autumn 2023 
and Spring 
2024.
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LHC Soft Skills Workshops
9 since 2020:
• Job Hunting in HEP
• On Networking, Proactivity and Enlarging our 

Circles of Influence
• Effective Teamwork in Large Collaborations
• What I wish I knew when I was a PhD 

student/postdoc
• Personal statement and research proposal 

writing
• Interview skills for academia
• Science communication
• CV-writing for academia and industry
• Making the best of working from home
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Indico category: 
https://indico.cern.ch/
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The LHC Soft Skills Workshop held in January 2024. 
Image: Gizem Gul Dinçer.
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Mentoring@CERN
Merger of the Women in Technology 
and LHC Early Career Mentoring 
Programmes.

Mentors/mentees with a CERN 
contract (e.g: user, fellow, staff, PART, 
external contractor) could register for 
the pilot round. 

Registration took place 15th April-15th 
May, with an information session on 
the 25th April.
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Mental Health Workshops

Sarah Speziali (life coach and 
psychologist) was invited to 
deliver workshops in 2021 and 
2023. 

Extensive experience raising 
awareness about mental health 
in the workplace.
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Surveys

ALICE Junior Representatives:
• Mental health check-in (2023)

CMS YSC:
• Satisfaction of CMS PhD students (2021)

• Childcare survey (2021)

• Satisfaction survey for the supervisors of 
CMS PhD students (2021)

• How aware are untenured CMS members of 
Collaboration Board matters? (2024)
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More info in the 
Outreach, 
Education and 
Diversity parallel 
session on 
Wednesday, 14:00-
15:30!
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A trend from the CMS PhD 
student satisfaction survey 

2021.

From the mental health 
check in survey 2023.



Other events/initiatives: ALICE Junior Reps
ALICE Junior Ambassadors
• National contact persons.
• Raise country-specific issues to the Junior Reps

Juniors’ days during ALICE weeks
• Full afternoon for ALICE Juniors and invited 

guests.
• Physics talks and open discussion, followed by 

dinner in Geneva or in R1 (funded by ALICE 
management).

Run 3 analysis resource website
• Entry point for ALICE analyses
• https://alice-run3analysis.web.cern.ch/   
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https://alice-run3analysis.web.cern.ch/


Other events/initiatives: ATLAS ECSB
ATLAS Meet and Eat
• Social networking event over a meal between pairs of junior 

and senior ATLAS members. Hybrid format. Twice per year.

Induction Days
• Full day event aimed at PhD students. 3 per year organized 

by the ATLAS ECSB.
• Talks and software/tool tutorials. ATLAS Control Room visit.

Office Hours with Physics Coordination
• Held informally and in hybrid format.

Town Hall with ATLAS Management and 
Physics Coordination
• Pre-submitted and live questions. Held once per year.

ECSB volunteer committee
• Open to all ATLAS early career researchers
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Other events/initiatives: CMS YSC (link)
About the YSC sessions
• Informal sessions to learn more about the YSC.

Coffee with Senior Scientists Events
• 3 so far (June 2023, February and April 2024). In collaboration with the CMS 

Career Committee.
• Informal chats between untenured CMS members and senior scientists 

over coffee.

Meetings with the Spokesperson candidates (2024)
• Informal Q&A sessions for untenured CMS members.

Social events
• In person or fully virtual.

Social media
• Team of 4 people manage our Facebook, X, Instagram and YouTube 

accounts.

Talks at the CMS Induction Course
• Usually twice per year. Organised by the CMS Engagement Office.

YSC regional representatives
• Act as contact persons to help to spread the word about YSC initiatives. 12

https://indico.cern.ch/category/4966/
https://www.facebook.com/CMSYSC
https://x.com/CmsYsc
https://www.instagram.com/cms_ysc/
https://www.youtube.com/@cmsysc/
https://www.youtube.com/@cmsysc/


Other events/initiatives: LHCb ECGD Office
Runs an interactive plenary session
• Variety of topics (full list on webpage)

Supports the Laura Bassi initiative (mattermost)
• Set up in 2019 to tackle the underrepresentation of women 

in HEP.

Leadership/diversity training for working group 
convenors
• February 2021. To be repeated every few years.

Supports the LHCb starterkit (link)
• Established in 2019. Create and organise programming 

workshops and LHCb software tutorials.

Weekly newsletter and maintains the ECGD 
webpage.
• Link to newsletter
• Link to webpage
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https://mattermost.web.cern.ch/lhcb/channels/the-laura-bassi-initiative
https://lhcb.github.io/starterkit/
https://lhcb.web.cern.ch/ECGD_Office/newsletter_2024.html
https://lhcb.web.cern.ch/ecgd_office/meetings.html


Summary

The LHC ECSF aims to represent and meet the professional needs of 
early career researchers working on the four main LHC experiments.

Act as contact persons to address issues affecting the early career 
researcher community, organise events/initiatives and provide 
representation in our Collaboration (and for ALICE, Management) 
Boards.

Elected members + volunteers. New ATLAS/CMS volunteers welcome!
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Thank you
Any questions?


