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Intro

Who are you and what is 
your idea of colonialism?



Intro

I aim to gain a deep, intrinsic understanding, combine it 
with your current reality, and provide an outlook for 
your future projects.

Workshop

Experience Connect Theory Outlook



Exercise 1

1 m2, 5 m2 to 20 m2



Exercise 1

Gaining a first understanding through experience:

We will research a small-scale system, and gradually 
take a more detailed look, while increasing the area/
complexity.

1m2, 5m2 to 20m2



Exercise 2

1000 years for 20m2



Exercise 2

Experiencing the influence of historical parameters:

We will now try to better understand what needed to 
happen in the past to make those 20m2 the ones they 
are today.

1000 years for 20m2



Exercise 3

A planetary scale



Exercise 3

You want to establish society on a new planet?

We will now have a broader idea what complexity we 
are potentially looking at on a planetary scale.

A planetary scale



Conclusion of the exercises

Perception
Reality

Complexity
Negative 

consequences



What is colonialism / 

neo colonialism?

Terminology



Terminology

„Colonialism is a practice of domination, which involves 
the subjugation of one people to another.“

Colonialism

source: plato.stanford.edu   

 

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/colonialism/#Def


Terminology

source: deutschlandfunk.de 

 

Colonization of 

North America

15th to 19th 

centuries

https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/vor-525-jahren-christoph-kolumbus-geht-in-amerika-an-land-100.html


Terminology

„Neocolonialism is the continuation or reimposition of 
imperialist rule by a state over another 
nominally independent state (usually, a former colony).[1] 

Neocolonialism takes the form of economic 
imperialism, globalization, cultural imperialism and 
conditional aid to influence or control a developing 
country.“

Neocolonialism

source: wikipedia.org   

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neocolonialism#cite_note-:2-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neocolonialism


Terminology

Apartheid in 

South Africa and

Namibia

1948-1990

source: wikipedia.org   

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apartheid


Terminology

„Decolonization is used in two ways: in reference to a 
country’s independence process…“

Decolonizing

source: humanrightscareers.com   

 

https://www.humanrightscareers.com/issues/decolonization-101-meaning-facts-and-examples/


Terminology

source: wikipedia.org   

 

The 
independence of 
India from British 
colonial rule

1947

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_independence_movement#Sovereignty_and_partition_of_India


Terminology

 „ …or as a social, cultural, and psychological process.“

Decolonizing

source: humanrightscareers.com   

 

https://www.humanrightscareers.com/issues/decolonization-101-meaning-facts-and-examples/


Terminology

„Our contemporary world is organized in a colonial 
structure (Mignolo 2012). As Dei and Lordan (2016) point 
out, colonialism, more than just an historical moment, is 
a global structure in place since the historical moment.“

Prolonged effects

  

 

source: Torretta, Nicholas; Design, power and colonisation, 2019, p.207 


 



Colonial outcomes by design, 
or design with colonizing 
results?

Unintended / intended

Terminology

„…good intentions in working for sustainability do not directly 
result in liberation from modern/colonial power structures.“

source: Torretta, Nicholas; Design, power and colonisation, 2019 


 



Terminology

„People have had the opportunity to access oppressed/
(former)colonial countries and carry projects to – 
among a plethora of colonizing words – “save”, 
“improve”, “empower” and “dignify” the 
“underdeveloped world”. Such efforts pose western 
perspectives as both oppressors.“

Unintended

source: Torretta, Nicholas; Design, power and colonisation, 2019, p.207 


 



Unintended

self-centered 

bias



Unintended

Expert mindset



”All men [read human beings] are designers. All that we 
do, almost all the time, is design, for design is basic to 
all human activity. The planning and patterning of any 
act towards a desired, foreseeable end constitutes the 
design process.”

Terminology

source: Papanek, Victor: Design for the Real World, London, 1985, p.3


 

Design



Terminology

The planning and patterning of any act towards a 
desired outcome, that purposefully or unconsciously 
creates negative implications, based on underlying 
foreign perceptions.

Neocolonial design



„The movement of ideas and practices to foreign areas 
is not harmful per se; however, it is important to be 
aware of how such displacements – of people, fields, 
methods and ideas – work through and affect colonial 
power structures of dependency.“

Terminology

source: Torretta, Nicholas; Design, power and colonisation, 2019, p.205 


 

Decolonizing design



Group research

Case studies



Case studies

Bringing clean drinking 
water to children in 
Africa via the PlayPump 
water system (a merry-
go-round connected to 
a water pump), other 
safe water solutions and 
associated 
programmatic activities.

1. Play Pump

source: globalgiving.org


http://globalgiving.org


Case studies

A high-quality, 
nutritionally-balanced 
and science-based 
product for mothers 
and babies in the first 
1000 days of life, 
which set the 
foundations for lifelong 
health

2. Infant Formula

source: businessinsider.com 


http://businessinsider.com


Case studies

One Laptop per Child 
delivers an educational 
ecosystem to create 
innovative learning 
experiences which enable 
children around the world 
to build their knowledge 
and encourage individual 
empowerment.

3. OLPC

source: laptop.org  


http://laptop.org


Case studies

From protecting plants 
against devastating 
pests to enabling 
efficient control of 
weeds through built-in 
biotechnology, helping 
farmers preserve the 
genetic potential of their 
seed

4. Genetically 
Modified Seeds

source: theguardian.com    

 

http://theguardian.com


Case studies

Research / discuss each quadrant and fill in your 
findings in the matrix

Group research: case studies



So what can we do?

Mental toolbox

Decolonizing; design history, design values, design 
practice, design results



Mental toolbox

Design Activism

Four underlying approaches

Humble Design

Radical Listening

source: Torretta, Nicholas; Design, power and colonisation, 2019,  


 

Participatory Design



Mental toolbox

„…the active becoming aware, and consequently 
becoming free from oppressive structures, can only 
happen through praxis of interconnected critical 
reflection and action.“

Constant critical reflection

source: Torretta, Nicholas; Design, power and colonisation, 2019, p.207 


 



Mental toolbox

„As design starts to engage more and more across 
political borders, it is important to see how design 
approaches can be colonizing by imposing worldviews 
and prescribing solutions and methods.“

Respecting different world views

source: Torretta, Nicholas; Design, power and colonisation, 2019, p.205 


 

Self-actualization

Self-actualization



Mental toolbox

„Recognizing that the community's social and 
economic needs and functions should drive goal-
setting for how the built environment performs.“

Systems thinking

source: Mc. Allister, Therese; National Institute of Standards and 
Technology Community Resilience Planning 




Mental toolbox

The fluid form of power, at its foundation, is the 
understanding that power relations can change in the 
midst of processes and sufficiently enable power as a 
product.

Power as a shared good and result

source: McLaughlin, Kenneth; Empowerment, A Critique, 2016, London, p.53

 



Mental toolbox

"The suggestion here instead is to focus on these … 
objects of design, supporting communication or 
participation in the design process."

Relationship building

source: Bjögvinsson, Erling; Ehn Pelle; Hillgren Per-Anders; Design Things and Design 
Thinking: Contemporary Participatory Design Challenges, Massachusetts, 2012, p.106 



Mental toolbox

"As individuals spread out from the hypothetical 
average, the needs of individuals that are outliers, or at 
the margins, become ever more diverse."

Inclusive participation

-

-

-

-

source: legacy.idrc.ocadu.ca 

https://legacy.idrc.ocadu.ca/resources/idrc-online/49-articles-and-papers/443-whatisinclusivedesign.html#:~:text=We%20have%20defined%20Inclusive%20Design,other%20forms%20of%20human%20difference.


Mental toolbox

“For social innovation the role of the customer changes 
from a passive to an active player: to a producer in their 
own right.”

Breaking dependencies

source: Murray, Robin; Mulgan, Geoff; Caullier-Grice, Julie; The open book of social innovation, London, 2010, p.5

 



How to?

„Decolonizing design happens with the understanding 
of the thought behind the design … and the (potential) 
destruction of the original cultures and territories.“

You are already doing it

source: uxdesign.cc 


https://uxdesign.cc/decolonizing-design-what-exactly-are-we-talking-about-when-we-use-the-term-b104322ef343


Thank you!

I hope you enjoyed this. Don’t 
hesitate to reach out to me if you 
have further questions. Thanks!



Contact
Dipl. Des. Thomas Jäger

Strategic Designer

thomas.jaeger@iconstorm.com




