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Nevertheless: a long history in theory & experiment



From literature 
to science

Three quarks for Muster Mark!
Sure he hasn't got much of a bark
And sure any he has it's all beside 
the mark.
But O, Wreneagle Almighty, 
wouldn't un be a sky of a lark
To see that old buzzard whooping 
about for uns shirt in the dark
And he hunting round for 
uns speckled trousers around by 
Palmerstown Park?



Today's involvement
Lattice QCD
QFT & BSM
Scattering/Amplitudes
String Theory

@LHCb
@CMS



Strategy, opportunity, cost

Staff positions for 
Irish nationals

Training for Irish 
students

Contracts for Irish 
industry

• Full: €15M/yr. + once off joining cost

• Associate: from ~ €1.6M/yr.

• Build capacity starting from Associate 
and review after ~ 3 – 5 years

A national CERN strategy in development, 
led by DFHERIS (Government)



https://sites.google.com/view/cernireland

The road to membership

19XX - 2018

• Many efforts and 
campaigns for 
membership

2019

• Oireachtas Joint 
Committee on 
Business, 
Enterprise & 
Innovation 
recommends 
Ireland join CERN

2023

• DFHERIS 
engagement with 
CERN, 
application file 
prepared & 
submitted; Memo 
to government 
Q3/4 2023

2024

• CERN Taskforce 
in Ireland:  April 
16 & 17

2024

• Membership 
progresses …. 
and we join?!



Thanks for listening

&

See you at CERN!
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