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¡ I am not a professional writer, just sharing my 
experience and what worked for me

¡ Your mileage may (and will) vary!!

¡ Will summarize:

¡ Planning of the durations

¡ What (I think) makes difference 

¡ My thesis for reference (apparently people liked it):

¡ https://cds.cern.ch/record/2806219

https://cds.cern.ch/record/2806219
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PLANNING
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¡ Plan produced at the beginning of April 
2021, deadline end of September 2021

¡ Verify the feasibility with your 
supervisor and agree on the process of 
corrections!

¡ All good! Will be done mid August, still a 
month to spare before the end of 
funding!

 …. right ….

# CP: 139 pages is a little short, might
aim for 150-200 but do not worry now

# CP: chapters and lengths look reasonable
# CP: send chapters when you are 
done, will correct within 2 weeks
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¡ Outline changed a bit

¡ Page estimate ballpark OK (142 without extras)

¡ Got very delayed (about 2 months)

Plan Reality



EP R&DCOMPARISON

¡ It takes months to actually stop working and start writing

¡ Be sure to set a deadline after which you stop joining meetings

¡ Plan for time needed for corrections!
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Story w
ith a go

od ending:

Submitted night 28-29.09.2021
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WHAT (I THINK) MAKES A DIFFERENCE
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EP R&DGENERICS
¡ Leave the abstract, preface and conclusions as the last thing 

(before that you do not fully know what you write about)

¡ Start with the acronyms from the beginning, it would be a pain 
to add them later

¡ Try to use them for everything and to get used to it

¡ Make sure your tables of contents/figures/tables populate well

¡ Use shortened descriptions, make sure it plays well with citations 
and acronyms!
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Start with the template and populate text with Lorem Ipsum

 - it is a
 nice excuse of ”I alre

ady starte
d writing”

 - you have quick turnaround of changes

 - eases you into changing your work pattern
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¡ I colour matched the university theme, use the double sided layout to your advantage
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¡ I colour matched the university theme, use the double sided layout to your advantage

¡ Make your own graphics (where it makes sense) that match the style (takes time, but worth the effort)

used draw.io for graphics
free software available online or as an app



EP R&DGOOD WRITING PRACTICES
¡ Have git (-hub / -lab) repository where you push changes at 

least once a day

¡ Do not fully rely on overleaf, always have offline copies 
available (ideally, be able to compile offline …)

¡ Split the document based on chapters/sections (makes simpler 
navigation and compilation chapters)

¡ !!! Have backups of everything !!! (separate machines, all 
plots, figures, partially compiled pdfs …)

¡ You will most certainly have to remake some of the old plots

¡ You will get stuck for days on this alone, don’t be afraid of some 
MS-Paint magic for labels/fonts/…

¡ Don’t forget references to everything!
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EP R&DGOOD WRITING PRACTICES
¡ Write a summary at the end of each chapter (just a few paragraphs)

¡ Good both for you when thinking about what you forgot, but also for someone just skimming through your thesis

¡ You are not writing a novel, but does not mean it has to be boring – try to make a story out of it where possible

¡ Make sure you have forward/backward references where needed

¡ e.g. My chapter 3 describes module assembly and tools for characterisation, but only Chapter 4 mentions the actual 
measurement results and overall metrics
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HOW TO FINALLY START WRITING
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EP R&DHOW TO FINALLY START WRITING

¡ But do not worry if it takes you months

¡ Put your thoughts on screen

¡ Whatever works for you, bullet-points, short text, … really just need to start

¡ Do not worry if it is good or bad, the main point is you started!

¡ You will get better over time as you get to it, do not worry if you constantly rewrite paragraphs

¡ Find what helps you to sit down and write

¡ set goals / go to a library / join writing (zoom) rooms / meet with friends in office / try pomodoro / …

¡ Try to be in a good environment (family, friends, eat good food, sleep properly, have access to loads of 
chocolate and coffee, …)

¡ Really do not be afraid saying no to work and no to meetings
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SUMMARY AND LET’S DISCUSS
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EP R&DCONCLUSIONS
¡ It takes time and effort (last minute finishes, unexpected problems)

¡ try to plan a bit and estimate how much time you need

 … it will always take longer !

¡  Really, just start

¡ First with a template (make it pretty!)

¡ Slowly ease into the full time writing frenzy

 … but to not forget to take breaks (even a holiday halfway through!)

¡ As with everything, ask for help whenever you think you need it
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