
Theory opportunities at future colliders
Anke Biekötter - JGU Mainz

Future Colliders for Early-Career Researchers - CERN - 27 September 2023



Anke Biekötter - JGU Mainz 2

Theory wishlist
• Dark matter candidate 
• Explanation of flavor hierarchy
• Explanation of matter-antimatter asymmetry
• Solution to strong CP problem (axion)
• Explanation of fine-tuning problems 
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“No-lose theorem”  - guaranteed deliverables
Unbiased exploration potential

More modest 
expectations

Focus on EW+Higgs
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Higgs physics
What we know
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Thermal 
History of 
Universe

Higgs 
Physics

Origin of 
EWSB? Higgs Portal 

to Hidden Sectors?

Stability of Universe

CPV and 
Baryogenesis

Origin of masses?

Origin of Flavor?

Is it unique?

Fundamental 
or Composite?

Naturalness

Thermal History of 
Universe

Origin of EWSB?

[Dawson et al. (2209.07510)]

Good reasons to believe that the 
Higgs is related to BSM physics

https://arxiv.org/abs/2209.07510
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ge↵XY = (1 + �gYX) gSMXY

[de Blas et al. (1907.04311)]
[de Blas et al. (2206.08326)]

Higgs couplings in the dimension-6 SMEFT fit

Higgs interactions

• Yukawa couplings:
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�̂yf mfff + h.c., (12)

where �̂yf mf should be thought as 3 ⇥ 3 matrices in flavour space. FCNC
are avoided when �̂yf is diagonal in the same basis as mf . Note that once we
include dimension-6 contributions, the SM relation between the fermion masses
and Yukawa interactions no longer holds and these are two sets of independent
parameters.

• Vector couplings to fermions: while corrections to the QED and QCD ver-
tices are protected by gauge invariance, the electroweak interactions of fermions
V ff (V = Z,W ) are modified at dimension 6. These modifications are directly
related to contact interactions of the form hV ff :
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The �̂gY
X,L/R

are, again, 3x3 matrices in flavor space and parameterize, in par-
ticular, absolute modifications of the EW couplings. Also, not all terms in the
previous equation are independent and the following relations hold to dimension
6:

�̂g`
W

= �̂g⌫
Z,L

� �̂ge
Z,L

, �̂gq
W,L

= �̂gu
Z,L

VCKM � VCKM�̂gd
Z,L

, (14)

with VCKM the Cabibbo-Kobayashi-Maskawa (CKM) matrix which, unless oth-
erwise is stated, we approximate to the identity matrix.

2.2 E↵ective couplings

As done in [8, 9], some of the results will be presented, not in terms of the Wil-
son coe�cients of the manifestly gauge-invariant operators, but in terms of pseudo-
observable quantities, referred to as e↵ective Higgs and electroweak couplings, com-
puted from physical observables and thus, independent of the basis one could have
chosen for the dimension-6 Lagrangian. This is done by performing the fit internally
in terms of the Wilson coe�cients and then, from the posterior of the fit, compute
the posterior prediction for the quantities

ge↵ 2
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�H!X

�SM
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. (15)
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Largely controlled by HL-LHC 
(statistically limited)

Higgs width -> sensitivity to 
exotic decays
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Higgs interactions

• Yukawa couplings:
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where �̂yf mf should be thought as 3 ⇥ 3 matrices in flavour space. FCNC
are avoided when �̂yf is diagonal in the same basis as mf . Note that once we
include dimension-6 contributions, the SM relation between the fermion masses
and Yukawa interactions no longer holds and these are two sets of independent
parameters.

• Vector couplings to fermions: while corrections to the QED and QCD ver-
tices are protected by gauge invariance, the electroweak interactions of fermions
V ff (V = Z,W ) are modified at dimension 6. These modifications are directly
related to contact interactions of the form hV ff :
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The �̂gY
X,L/R

are, again, 3x3 matrices in flavor space and parameterize, in par-
ticular, absolute modifications of the EW couplings. Also, not all terms in the
previous equation are independent and the following relations hold to dimension
6:
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with VCKM the Cabibbo-Kobayashi-Maskawa (CKM) matrix which, unless oth-
erwise is stated, we approximate to the identity matrix.

2.2 E↵ective couplings

As done in [8, 9], some of the results will be presented, not in terms of the Wil-
son coe�cients of the manifestly gauge-invariant operators, but in terms of pseudo-
observable quantities, referred to as e↵ective Higgs and electroweak couplings, com-
puted from physical observables and thus, independent of the basis one could have
chosen for the dimension-6 Lagrangian. This is done by performing the fit internally
in terms of the Wilson coe�cients and then, from the posterior of the fit, compute
the posterior prediction for the quantities
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• The Higgs selfcoupling at FCCee: Higgs precision at FCCee can test the 
structure of radiative corrections 

⇒ Use single-Higgs precision to test NLO corrections 
from the Higgs self-coupling
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Figure 10.2: From Ref. [275], sample Feynman diagrams illustrating the effects of the Higgs trilinear
self-coupling on single Higgs process at next-to-leading order.

Figure 10.3: Indirect measurements of the Higgs self-coupling at FCC-ee combining runs at different
energies.

are equally important to fix extra parameters that would otherwise enter the global Higgs fit and open flat
directions that cannot be resolved.

10.5 FCC-hh: Direct Probes
At FCC-hh, the Higgs self-coupling can be probed directly via Higgs-pair production. The cross sec-
tions for several production channels are given [276] in Table 10.1, where the quoted systematics reflect
today’s state of the art, and are therefore bound to be significantly improved by the time of FCC-hh
operations.

The most studied channel, in view of its large rate, is gluon fusion (see Fig. 10.1). In the SM
there is a large destructive interference between the diagram with the top-quark loop and that with the
self-coupling. While this interference suppresses the SM rate, it makes the rate more sensitive to possible
deviations from the SM couplings, the sensitivity being enhanced after NLO corrections are included, as
shown in the case of gg!HH in Ref. [277], where the first NLO calculation of �(gg!HH) inclusive of
top-mass effects was performed. For values of � close to 1, 1/�HHd�HH/d� ⇠ �1, and a measure-
ment of � at the few percent level requires therefore the measurement and theoretical interpretation of
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The	trilinear	Higgs	self-coupling	κλ	[2]		
q  The	cross	section	depends	on	other	couplings	(HZZ,	HHZZ,	at	least)	

◆  …	and	of	the	overall	model	structure,	which	might	differ	from	SM	structure	
●  e.g.,	additional	eeZH	coupling,	or	e+e-	→	A	→	HZ	graphs	

q  Two	energy	points	lift	off	the	degeneracy	between	HZZ	and	HHH	

q  Additional	couplings	addressed	by	a	global	EFT	fit				(J.	De	Blas’	presentation)	
◆  All	FCC-ee	Higgs	measurements	are	important	in	this	fit	
◆  Most	FCC-ee	EW	precision	measurements	are	equally	important					(R.	Tenchini’s	talk)	

●  To	fix	extra	parameters	that	would	otherwise	enter	the	fit	and	open	flat	directions	
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energies.
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[Mangano et al. (2004.03505)]
[AB et al. (1811.08401)]
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up in Higgs self-coupling
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https://arxiv.org/abs/2209.00666


Anke Biekötter - JGU Mainz

Thermal 
History of 
Universe

Higgs 
Physics

Origin of 
EWSB? Higgs Portal 

to Hidden Sectors?

Stability of Universe

CPV and 
Baryogenesis

Origin of masses?

Origin of Flavor?

Is it unique?

Fundamental 
or Composite?

Naturalness

Thermal History of 
Universe

Origin of EWSB?

Exploration: Higgs - exotics

11

[Liu, Wang, Zhang (1612.09284)]
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95% C.L. upper limit on selected Higgs Exotic Decay BR

https://arxiv.org/abs/1612.09284
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[Bernardi et al. (2203.06520)]

Axion-like particles Heavy neutral leptons

https://arxiv.org/abs/2203.06520
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Exciting times ahead if a future 
collider is built!

• Guaranteed deliverables: 
• Precision measurements 
• Higgs self-coupling
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Thank you for your attention!
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Machine Pol. (e�, e+) Energy Luminosity Reference

HL-LHC Unpolarised 14 TeV 3 ab�1 [14]

ILC
(⌥80%, ±30%)

250 GeV 2 ab�1

[15]
350 GeV 0.2 ab�1

500 GeV 4 ab�1

(⌥80%,±20%) 1 TeV 8 ab�1

CLIC (±80%, 0%)

380 GeV 1 ab�1

[16]
1.5 TeV 2.5 ab�1

3 TeV 5 ab�1

FCC-ee Unpolarised

Z-pole 150 ab�1

[17]

2mW 10 ab�1

240 GeV 5 ab�1

350 GeV 0.2 ab�1

365 GeV 1.5 ab�1

CEPC Unpolarised

Z-pole 100 ab�1

[18]

2mW 6 ab�1

240 GeV 20 ab�1

350 GeV 0.2 ab�1

360 GeV 1 ab�1

MuC Unpolarised

125 GeV 0.02 ab�1

[19, 20]3 TeV 3 ab�1

10 TeV 10 ab�1

Table 2: Future collider scenarios considered in this work.
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Higgs couplings fits: ESU2020 → Snowmass

• Snowmass: Summary of collider scenarios considered in the               
SMEFT studies

July 20, 2022
https://muoncollider.web.cern.ch

The physics case of a 3 TeV muon collider stage

Submitted to the Proceedings of the US Community Study
on the Future of Particle Physics (Snowmass 2021)

Abstract
In the path towards a muon collider with center of mass energy of 10 TeV or
more, a stage at 3 TeV emerges as an appealing option. Reviewing the
physics potential of such collider is the main purpose of this document. In
order to outline the progression of the physics performances across the stages,
a few sensitivity projections for higher energy are also presented.
There are many opportunities for probing new physics at a 3 TeV muon
collider. Some of them are in common with the extensively documented
physics case of the CLIC 3 TeV energy stage, and include measuring the
Higgs trilinear coupling and testing the possible composite nature of the
Higgs boson and of the top quark at the 20 TeV scale.
Other opportunities are unique of a 3 TeV muon collider, and stem from the
fact that muons are collided rather than electrons. This is exemplified by
studying the potential to explore the microscopic origin of the current g-2 and
B-physics anomalies, which are both related with muons.

This is one of the five reports submitted to Snowmass by the muon colliders community at large. The re-
ports preparation effort has been coordinated by the International Muon Collider Collaboration. Authors
and Signatories have been collected with a subscription page, and are defined as follows:

– An “Author” contributed to the results documented in the report in any form, including e.g. by
participating to the discussions of the community meetings and sending comments on the draft, or
plans to contribute to the future work.

– A “Signatory” expresses support to the efforts described in the report and endorses the Collabora-
tion plans.
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Circular Linear Muon

[de Blas et al. (2206.08326)]
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µ e ! µ e

[Matteuzzi et al. (MUonE)]

Will shed light on muon g-2 
anomaly

http://www.apple.com/uk
https://cds.cern.ch/record/2677471

