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NOT a social scientist!

PERSONAL view  

(not CERN, not ATLAS, not 
UvA/Nikhef)



What does a physicist 
looks like?
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Solvay Conference 1927



ATLAS gender diversity in numbers
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*only recorded as male or female 
according to CERN HR database

2005: 13%, 4 females in Solvay picture

2022: 23%, 7 females in Solvay picture 

19.7% authors over 35y are women 
 
2021: Women employed by CERN in 
STEM roles: 12.3 %

Source

https://cds.cern.ch/record/2814648/files/ATL-COM-OREACH-2022-018.pdf


Gender diversity: Reality

F. de Almeida Dias - Universal Science - Vancouver 2023

Source

Source

Source

https://physicsworld.com/a/female-academics-do-more-admin-than-their-male-colleagues/
https://www.aps.org/publications/apsnews/201603/harassment.cfm
https://www.cbc.ca/news/science/wikipedia-bias-1.6129073


Gender diversity: diagnostic 
 

Race, economic background, 
disability, LGBTQ+:  

less represented than females
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LGBTQ+ in Physics
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source

source

source

source

https://www.aps.org/programs/lgbt/upload/LGBTPhysicistsHarassment.pdf
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/gay-physicists-collide-with-bigotry-at-cern-2jl5jk9lz
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jan/22/brazil-lgbt-violence-deaths-all-time-high-new-research
https://www.voanews.com/europe/homophobic-crimes-rise-france-data-show
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📧   lgbtqcern-contact@cern.ch

      @LGBTQCERN

      @LGBTQCERN

      @lgbtqcern/

🌎  https://lgbtqcern.com/

Building community

Raising awareness

Having a fabulous time

mailto:lgbtqcern-contact@cern.ch


An international endeavour…
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An international endeavour…
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But does everyone have the same opportunities?



Accessibility matters!

• Colleagues from various nationalities routinely get their visas denied/not issued 
on time
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VISA
My awesome work



Action points
• Deliberate efforts and a multi-faceted approach

➡ Outreach and Education

➡ Recruitment and Hiring Practices

➡ Mentorship and Support

➡ Inclusive Research Culture

➡ Bias Awareness and Training

➡ Representation and Visibility

➡ Data Collection and Analysis
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https://physicsmasterclasses.org/

Universal Science

https://physicsmasterclasses.org/
https://universalscience2023.web.cern.ch/
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Link

Link

CERN 25 by 25 initiative

https://www.iop.org/about/support-grants/bell-burnell-fund#gref
https://www.uva.nl/en/about-the-uva/organisation/faculties/faculty-of-science/working-at-the-faculty/macgillavry-fellowship/macgillavry-fellowship.html
https://ep-news.web.cern.ch/content/introducing-25-25-initiative


Action points
• Deliberate efforts and a multi-faceted approach
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TIGER in STEMM

Physics Without Frontiers

IMPulse Mentorship

https://www.tigerinstemm.org/
https://www.ictp.it/physics-without-frontiers.aspx
https://cedar.ubc.ca/impulse-mentorship/


Action points
• Deliberate efforts and a multi-faceted approach

➡ Outreach and Education

➡ Recruitment and Hiring Practices

➡ Mentorship and Support

➡ Inclusive Research Culture

➡ Bias Awareness and Training

➡ Representation and Visibility

➡ Data Collection and Analysis
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https://diversity-and-inclusion.web.cern.ch/

https://diversity-and-inclusion.web.cern.ch/


Action points
• Deliberate efforts and a multi-faceted approach

➡ Outreach and Education

➡ Recruitment and Hiring Practices

➡ Mentorship and Support

➡ Inclusive Research Culture

➡ Bias Awareness and Training

➡ Representation and Visibility

➡ Data Collection and Analysis
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Call to action

• Put your money where your mouth is:
➡ Pay a living wage 

➡ Pay work trips in advance

➡ Fund training

➡ Fund outreach to underrepresented communities
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   $$$



Thank you!
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