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Everything on the land
is reflected in the sky.

We are a people of culture.
We are also a people of science.

Your ability to thrive depends on 
your ability to read the stars.



How is science embedded
in Indigenous Knowledge?



And how is this knowledge 
passed down?



Dark Constellations





The Celestial Emu
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Sunspots and Aurorae



Mudong Cycle
(10-11 years)



Russell-McPherron Effect



Guovssahas
“The Light You Can Hear”





Eclipses



On very rare occasions, Bahloo and Yhi found a way to get together in the spirit of Dthoorri-Odthoo and join as one.

For a short moment in time, the two join in secret, which can be seen as a solar eclipse.

During eclipses, Euahlayi say that ‘bad spirits come among us.’ 

So great is the power of forbidden love that anybody seen watching an eclipse will be blinded by the power of the light of their union. 



Merlpal Maru Pathanu

The pearl shell headdress (Mayngu Dhoeri) was
made for the moon dance (also known as meripal
kulkan patan which translates to 'blood covering
the moon'), traditionally performed during a lunar
eclipse, a ceremony peculiar to Boigu Island.

The possibility of warfare and bloodshed on
neighbouring islands is predicted during this
performance with the sun's passing in front of the

moon.

Island names are chanted sequentially during the
performance and the one being sung at the second
the moon emerges from behind the moon is
believed to be the island at war.

Sipau Audi Gibuma (b. 1942) is a Torres Strait Islander who learnt the
craft of woodcarving and pearl shell working from his grandfather.
Gibuma is well known for his work as a 'Mayngu dhoeri' or headdress
maker.



Variable Stars



Cedric
Varcoe

Waiyungari











Algol

John Goodricke (1783)



P = 2.867 days



1244–1163 BC

Cairo
86637

Algol



Star Maps








