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What’s changed: 

 

 Everything is faster; all publications now 

 essentially dailies. 

 

 With rise of bloggers, distinction between 

 reportage and opinion starts to blur. 

 

 The future is uncertain; nobody knows what 

 journalism will look like 20 years from now. 

 

What’s the same: 

 

 The basic craft of journalism: report and writing. 

 

 The ethics of independent journalism (at least for 

 the journalists.) 

 

 The need for science writers who can put 

 themselves in the confused reader’s shoes. 

  



 





 



 





 

 

 

 

News story versus blog item: 

 

 A news story is about an event or finding; a blog 

 is at some level about the blogger. 

 

 A reporter tries to sound and convey the reaction 

 of the community; a blog item gives the insider’s 

 (often unbeatable) scoop on an event. 

 

 A good news story is short, tight, and accessible 

 to a wide audience. Blog items go into the details. 

 

Press release versus blog item: 

 

 Press release officially represents an institution 

 or publication; blog usually represents the blogger. 

 

 Press release tries to encourage coverage in 

 press; blog item is coverage. 

 

 Press release is heavily scrutinized and edited; 

 blog item seems to be mostly blogger’s own work. 



 

 

 

 

A journalist: 

 

 Serves the interests of readers, not sources. Strives 

 to present fair, accurate, and disinterested accounts 

 of newsworthy events. 

 

A public information officer: 

 

 Serves the interests of the institution (and the public, 

 if it’s a public institution.) Strives to inform the press 

 and public when newsworthy events have taken place 

 at the institution. 

 

A blogger: 

 

 Serves him or herself? The scientific collaboration? 



 

 

 

 

Three things you should know about journalism: 

 

 You and the journalist are not partners. The journalist’s 

 job is not to help you convey a particular message, it’s to 

 report the news. 

 

 In an interview, the really good science reporters are not 

 waiting for you to explain an advance in your own words. 

 Instead, they want your gut reaction, a pithy quote, the 

 bigger picture, etc. 

 

 If you don’t want it in the newspaper, don’t tell it to a reporter! 



 

 

 

 

The big nasty truth for journalists: 

 

 We journalists like to think that a free and independent 

 (i.e. disinterested) press is necessary for the healthy 

 functioning of society. But more and more, the public gets 

 its news from blogs and institutions write copy that runs 

 directly in newspapers, magazines, etc. So it seems that 

 many people make little distinction between new media 

 (i.e. bloggers and the like) and old-fashioned journalism. 

 

 So bloggers may very well be the journalists of the future. 

 Who knows? 


