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How it started: 
kids need motivation



Study and write a proposal
(with help from Charles)



Almost giving up at the last minute. 
Making the video after a bit of protest



YouTube video turned out great! I’m proud
that they finished and send in the proposal☺



"I believe luck is preparation meeting opportunity. If you 
hadn't been prepared when the opportunity came along, you 
wouldn't have been 'lucky. ’” 19 mrt 2010 Oprah Winfrey

• NLT -> Learning about crystals -> results in idea to make crystals and
build calorimeter

• New Media -> Learning how to make a film

• Physics -> Learning the basics to understand the experiment

• Universum -> Technical background

• Personality -> persevere even if it’s difficult or you “don’t have time”



Winning!



Working during the summer holiday



Making christals



Building the calorimeter



Ariving at CERN, meeting Cenk, Saime, 
Markus, Christoff and all the others in person



Getting along really well with the Greek
team, making new friends



What I learned about the Greek and Dutch 
team
• Speaking English to each other is weird for the kids the first day, but 

after 2 weeks, they can’t stop, even if it isn’t necessary.

• The Greek team, with Andreas as outstanding teamcaptain, had a 
very high level of theoretical knowledge. The Dutch were more 
confident with the practical work then the Greek. The students
helped each other and learned from each other. The Greek explained
their experiment to the Dutch and the Dutch found it great to explain
to the Greek how to set up their equipment.

• I wish I learned more about the research done by both teams on 
forehand, I wish i spoke to my colleagues more, I wish i could have 
been at three places at the same time. 



Great vibe during
the shifts



Learning more about working at CERN



Spending free time in Geneva



Back home, working at the article and
spreading the word to fellow students



Having the article published



10 years later
• The team is still very positive about their experience at CERN. 

• We kept in contact and some teammembers visited members of the
Greek team in Greece, where they were also welcomed by Andreas 
who gave them a tour

• They are not sure about working at CERN at the moment, but they
will highly recommend it to other people. 

• For me: before BL4S I wasn’t that interested in the research done
here. After our visit and after learning more about theoretical physics, 
I am teaching about these subjects and about CERN with growing
enthusiasm. I also learned to lay the bar higher so students can excel. 


