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Sandoval Vallarta at the MIT 
(1917-1946)

First as a student and later as a  
Professor of Theoretical Physics. 

When he arrived at MIT the famous dome  
had only one year of being inaugurated. 

The picture is from Karl Compton’s  
inauguration as President of MIT 

in 1930 and Sandoval Vallarta probably  
was in the crowd.



During his summers…
• 1943: Comisión Impulsora y Coordinadora 

de la Investigación Científica.


• 1951: Instituto Nacional de la Investigación 
Científica.


• 1970: Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y 
Tecnología.


• 2024: Secretaría de Ciencias, Humanidades, 
Tecnología e Innovación.



El Colegio Nacional
• Created by Presidential decree (Manuel Ávila Camacho) in 1943.


• An academy with limited membership (now 40 members) to deliver talks, 
write articles and books and do outreach on the topics of speciality.


• It brings together scientists, artists and humanists.


• To some degree, it is the mexican version of Le Collège de France.


• Its motto is "Libertad por el saber" (Freedom through knowledge) and its 
emblem is an eagle taking off (symbolizing freedom of thought) above a 
flaming sun (representing wisdom).
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Relations outside science



Relations outside science



“The mathematician”  
by Diego Rivera







Mexican Nobel Prizes

Alfonso García Robles 
Peace: 1982

Octavio Paz 
Literature: 1990

Mario Molina 
Chemistry: 1995



Creation of international institutions

• In 1964 Abdus Salam creates the International Centre for Theoretical 
Physics (ICTP) in Trieste, Italy.


• Sandoval Vallarta was the first Scientific Director.


• In 2012 the ICTP and the Universidad Autónoma de Chiapas creates the 
Mesoamerican Center for Theoretical Physics in Tuxtla Gutiérrez.


