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The QCD axion is very predictive

• Couplings to nucleons, photons, electrons,…


• Determined by the scale 


• Many ongoing experiments try to search for the (QCD) axion


• Strong bounds on  from SN and NS cooling

f

f



• Axion-nucleon couplings in Chiral Perturbation Theory


• Astrophysical axion bounds


• Model (in)dependence

Outline
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From the UV to the IR

IR

UV

EWSB
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⇤

fa Axial PQ symmetry : spontaneously broken at the scale ~U(1)PQ fa

: Model dependent UV LagrangianℒUV
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Construct low energy EFT of NR nucleons, pions and the QCD axion

GG di Cortona et al. ‘15

QCD axion-nucleon couplings



GG di Cortona et al. ‘15

Leading order:
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Construct low energy EFT of NR nucleons, pions and the QCD axion

Coupling is model-dependent!

Axion-nucleon coupling leads to strongest bound on the constant  
from SN observation.

fa

QCD axion-nucleon couplings

e.g.
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1. Axion bound from SN1987A

2. Model dependence of the QCD axion-nucleon coupling
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1. Axion bound from SN1987A
•Neutrino burst observed in two independent neutrino experiments

•  neutrinos in a time span of  were observed in each experiment 
(today we would observe significantly more if a SN happens close to us)

≈ 10 ≈ 10 sec

• By energy loss arguments additional new particles emitted by the SN would 
alter the signal duration (only neutrinos have a large enough mean free path to 
escape the SN)

• This gives a constraint on the emissivity of possible new particles 
εa ≲ 1 × 1019 erg g−1 s−1

• For a QCD axion this constrains  and   ma fa



2. Model dependence of the QCD axion-
nucleon coupling
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e.g. di Luzio et al. ‘15
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Model dependent

e.g. di Luzio et al. ‘15
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ûµ = cu+d

✓
@µa

fa

◆
1+ . . .

uµ = �
✓
@µ⇡a

f⇡

◆
⌧a + cu�d

✓
@µa

fa

◆
⌧3+

LO:

NLO:



2. Model dependence of the QCD axion-
nucleon coupling

<latexit sha1_base64="dPMzr+l+q5vWSz+hhBdGZbKe9W0="></latexit>

L̂(1)
⇡N = N̄ (iv ·D + gAS · u+ g0S · û)N
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Ü
na

l
et

al
.

SMBHs

Stellar BHs

mHz Hz kHz MHz GHz THz PHz

Current strongest 
bound in 

literature, see 
Lucente et al. ‘22



• Systematic study of model dependence of the axion nucleon 
interaction

Summary and Conclusion



• Systematic study of model dependence of the axion nucleon 
interaction

• Isospin breaking term in Lagrangian cannot be tuned away

Summary and Conclusion



• Systematic study of model dependence of the axion nucleon 
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• Leads to an order of magnitude stricter model-independent 
bound on fa
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Astrophobic axions or a model-independent SN bound
di Luzio et al. ‘15

Models which try to ‘tune away’ axion nucleon interactions

Model independent SN bound for all axions that solve strong CP problem
For current best bound 
 see Lucente et al. ‘22
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