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In this lightning talk, we will provide an overview of NOAA Center for AI’s approach to foster an open
community discussion that gather members from academic researchers, industry leaders, and government
researchers and managers around the topics of AI development in environmental sciences. Since 2022, the
annual NOAA AI workshop transitioned into an open community forum where all interested members in
the community will come together to set the research agenda for AI in environmental sciences. This year’s
NOAA AI Workshop centered around two themes - building benchmarking frameworks for AI R&D and
facilitating research-to-applications transition for AI in environmental sciences. The community identified
the key challenges in AI-ready data, cyber-/social-infrastructures, and workforce development that need to
be addressed to fully embrace the potential of AI in environmental sciences.
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