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Dissemination
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How to interpret one’s dissemination mandate in the
21st century
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The CERN OSPO

The CERN OSPO is an open and inclusive service, working
internally across departments with and for the entire CERN
community, and externally as a visible interface to potential
partners and the interested public. It is a consultation body
providing advice.
See https://cds.cern.ch/record/2879995 for its abridged
mandate.
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Our mandate in a nutshell

Internally
Consult, advise, train on Open Source best practices,
tools, licenses, etc.
Advise on open-sourcing CERN software, gateware and
hardware.
Identify/track FOSS dependencies for critical services.
Advise CERN management on Open Source matters.

Externally
Showcase CERN contributions to Open Source.
Facilitate partnerships with external entities.
Promote CERN as an Open Source lab.
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Other things the OSPO will do:

Maintain a catalogue of open-source software and
hardware published by CERN.
Organise courses in collaboration with Learning &
Development Group.
Liaise with Purchasing Group in matters regarding the
procurement of open-source products.
Define metrics for Open Source adoption at CERN and
publish a yearly report.
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To answer recurrent questions

From designers/developers
“I want to open-source my work. How should I do it? How to
find the time to open-source right? How to create and nurture a
thriving community around my project?”
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To answer recurrent questions

From management

“How are we fulfilling our Open Science mandate as regards
software and hardware? What pieces of open-source software
do we strategically depend on? How are we making sure they
are sustainable?”
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To answer recurrent questions

From outside CERN
“What is CERN’s contribution to the world in software and
hardware? What is the position of CERN on issue xyz related
to Open Source?”
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The Web

See https://home.cern/science/computing/birth-web/licensing-web
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Indico (https://getindico.io/)

CERN OSPO Team Open Source at CERN: our OSPO 15/28

https://getindico.io/


Introduction Why Interlude How Who

InvenioRDM partners
https://inveniosoftware.org/products/rdm/
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ROOT Data Analysis Framework (https://root.cern/)
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KiCad
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White Rabbit

Companies selling White Rabbit:
www.ohwr.org/projects/white-rabbit/wiki/wrcompanies
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Open and commercial

Commercial Non-commercial

Open

Proprietary

Winning combination.
Best of both worlds.

Whole support burden
falls on developers.
Not scalable.

Vendor lock-in.
Dedicated 
non-reusable projects.

We are currently exploring this combination with the support of
CERN’s Knowledge Transfer Group.
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HPM7177 ADC
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The main use case: “I want to open-source my project”

Software
Get in touch by writing to Open.Source@cern.ch

Hardware
The entry point for dissemination in this case is KT. Contact
them for advice and the OSPO will be involved if you decide to
open-source the designs.
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Most common questions will hopefully be answered in:

The OSPO website (https://opensource.cern)
This site contains information about the OSPO itself and is
more “outreachy” in nature.

The documentation website (https://ospo.docs.cern.ch)
Best practices for open-sourcing sw/gw/hw
Advice on how to participate in external projects
Also how to integrate external open-source components
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“My question is not answered in any of the above”

For questions which you feel at ease discussing in public:

Ask in the forum (https://ospo.web.cern.ch/). In that way, others
will also benefit from the discussion.

For any other question:
Write to Open.Source@cern.ch or get in touch directly with any
member of the OSPO.
See the list at https://opensource.cern/who we are.
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The team

The CERN OSPO is a community endeavour. We want many
people to participate. This is the current list of members:
Matthias Bonora (TE), Hamza Boukabache (HSE), Andriy
Boychenko (HSE), Sunje Dallmeier-Tiessen (RCS-SIS), Han
Dols (KT), Philip Elson (BE), Axel Naumann (EP, Chair),
Giacomo Tenaglia (IT), Javier Serrano (BE) and Alexander
Yohei Huss (TH), with the precious help of Victoria Huisman
Sigcha (IT-CA) Hafsa Saboor (RCS-SIS) and Antonia Winkler
(RCS-SIS).
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Links and further discussion

OSPO website: https://opensource.cern
Documentation website: https://ospo.docs.cern.ch
OSPO forum: https://ospo.web.cern.ch/
OSPO email address: Open.Source@cern.ch

Join us for more in-depth discussion tomorrow at 14:00 in the
Main Auditorium: https://indico.cern.ch/event/1327563/.
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