


40 years in 10 Minutes
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Group Leaders
David Lord Nov 1983 - Jan 1985 

Brian Carpenter Feb 1985 - Dec 1996

Jacques Altaber Jan 1997 - Feb 2001

Pål Anderssen Mar 2001 - Sep 2003

David Foster Oct 2003 - Dec 2008

Jean-Michel Jouanigot Jan 2009 - Sep 2013

Tony Cass Oct 2013 - Dec 2024

3

3 Divisions/Departments: DD, CN, IT

7 DLs/DHs: Paolo Zanella, David Williams, Juergen May, Manuel Delfino,

Wolfgang von Rueden, Frédéric Hemmer, Enrica Porcari

7 DGs: Herwig Schopper, Carlo Rubbia, Chris Llewellyn Smith, Luciano Maiani, 

Robert Aymar, Rolf Heuer, Fabiola Gianotti



From To
Terminal Clusters 2-3 devices/person

Home built CERNET Industry standard Ethernet

Coax chaos Structured Serenity

Structured Serenity Wi-Fi Only (I wish…)

11Mbps link capacity (1991) 2,100,000Mbps today (2.1Tbps for LHCOPN)

5Gb/year data out (1985) 583,000,000GB last 12 months (583PB)

Bips GSM

2G Swiss coverage 4G/5G Swiss/France

Rotary dial phones Tellis

Fixed phones Softphones

Hasler STK→Alcatel

Alcatel TONE
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And did you know?

• Email was a CS responsibility…

• … when it was hard!

• From Maria Dimou 1989

• See this academic training lecture and links
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https://cds.cern.ch/record/2806521
https://indico.cern.ch/event/1052076/
https://indico.cern.ch/event/1052076/attachments/2407111/


Computer Security…
• … also started as a CS responsibility

• David Lord, John Gamble & Denise Heagerty were all 

in CS when they were the CERN CSO.

6CNL 183, Jan-Feb 1986
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The Future?

and…   FCC



But: plus ça change…
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CNL 188, Mar-May 1987, p18




