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Recalling last year’s presentation on the topic
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Recalling last year’s presentation on the topic
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EU Research Infrastructure Work Programme 

• CERN expects a draft of the Research Infrastructure Work Programme to be 

available during the next few weeks, on a confidential basis

• all Starting Communities that received support from the last H2020 Calls, will be 

now “Orphan Communities” since the EC has discontinued the support to the 

Integrating Activities in Horizon Europe

• the TA will continue to exist in one form or another, as a separate funding scheme 

under the INFRASERV destination with a mix of bottom-up and top-down calls

• the Joint Research activities will continue to be supported under the INFRATECH 

destination
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More on Starting and Advanced Communities 

• The notions of Starting and Advanced Communities were introduced by the EC in 

the second half of H2020. The Starting Communities who successfully completed 

their first Integrating Activity (5 MEUR) were considered as Advanced Communities 

in the Mutli-Annual plans of the EC for the Integrating Activity Calls of H2020. These 

were targeted calls with higher budget (10 MEUR per project), allowing a success 

rate of 50%. 

• AIDA was the fist IA for detector R&D in HEP in FP7. It was followed by AIDA-2020 

in H2020. EUCARD was the first IA for accelerator R&D in FP7. It was followed by 

EUCARD2 in FP7, and ARIES in H2020. Both communities received further support 

as Innovation Pilots under the last H2020 Call (AIDAinnova and I.FAST). 
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More on INFRASERV

• The INFRASERV Destination had three types of calls in 2023-2024: 

• a targeted top-down call for infrastructures supporting research in prioritized areas 

or topics (one of them was “semiconductors”). In principle, the EC had money to 

fund one project for each topic. 

• A targeted call for infrastructures supporting frontier-research, in pre-defined areas 

(e.g. astronomy and astrophysics together). The money was sufficient to fund one 

large TA project per combined topic

• An open call for TA based on co-funding (this is something which the EC tested for 

the first time): no pre-define areas, so there was a lot of competition

• Not yet clear if the EC will continue with these 3 types of Calls in 2025-2027, but it is 

certainly a possibility 
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Going back to the 2023-24 call
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Going back to the 2023-24 call 
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Going back to the 2023-24 call

• RI services to enable research linking environmental factors to human health

• RI services for improving clinical research in the paediatric area

• RI services for climate-change risks

• RI services for sustainable Arctic/polar regions

• RI services for healthy ocean and waters

• RI services for sustainable aquaculture, fisheries and blue economy

• RI services for renewable energy technologies and systems

• RI services for innovative applications of nanoscience and nanotechnology

• RI services to enhance the EU capacity for the development of semiconductors

• RI services for shaping the future generation society
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Going back to the 2023-24 call

10RADNEXT 3rd Annual Meeting – 10-11 June 2024



Going back to the 2023-24 call
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Semiconductors were a topic during the 2023-24 call, and are 

therefore not expected to be amongst the topics of the 2025 call



Semiconductor project from INFRASERV 2023-24
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Other INFRA calls (in addition to INFRASERV)

• Taken from 2023-24 work programme (and of potential interest in view of 2025 call) 
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Transnational Access in FP10 (2028 onwards)

• In addition, there will be likely a “Coordination and Support Action” (CSA) to define 

the scope of a new funding scheme for TA in FP10: open platform with continuous 

funding available for TNA in all research areas. TNA providers make available their 

facilities, and users seamlessly apply to one or more facilities. Not clear how this 

will work in practice, since the budget will be limited, hence the need for a CSA. 
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Possible EU funding outside of INFRASERV (or other 

INFRAs)

• EU working on “technology infrastructure” concept, for services with higher TRL 

level → likely not immediate, timeline-wise 

• How about the Space Programme? → Rubén to check with HEARTS Project 

Officers
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“RADSAGA 2.0” as Marie Curie 

training network in preparation 

• In discussion between CERN and universities of 

Montpellier, Saint Etienne and KU Leuven

• Many other partners will be able to join 

(especially from industry, but not only) 

• CERN point of contact: Ygor Aguiar (supported 

by Daniel and myself) 

• Submission deadline is November 2024
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Possible future prospects beyond EU funding

• We can certainly also consider options beyond EU funding, but this likely opens a 

“pandora box” that might be difficult to streamline

• What would the scope and structure of the activity be, as well as its legal status? 

Would it receive “external” funding and, if so, from where? How would it co-exist 

with other existing structures (e.g. the RADECS Association, radiation effects 

testing companies, etc.)?  

• What role would facilities and radiation effects experts/users have in this new 

scheme? 
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Thanks for your attention! 
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