


Some basic questions, answered…

Father? 
Brother?  

What’s the 
difference?

ORDAINED NOT ORDAINED

RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY 
(e.g., the Jesuits) Gabriele Gionti Guy Consolmagno


Bob Macke

NOT IN A RELIGIOUS 
COMMUNITY

Matteo Galiverni

Georges Lemaître most of you!



Source: http://doubleportioninheritance.blogspot.it/2011/05/there-is-gonna-be-
post-tribulation_21.html

http://doubleportioninheritance.blogspot.it/2011/05/there-is-gonna-be-post-tribulation_21.html
http://doubleportioninheritance.blogspot.it/2011/05/there-is-gonna-be-post-tribulation_21.html


Source: https://www.osv.com/Article/TabId/
493/ArtMID/13569/ArticleID/17441/

Understanding-the-Roman-Curia.aspx

A somewhat 
friendlier version... 
the Curia (“Court”)

https://www.osv.com/Article/TabId/493/ArtMID/13569/ArticleID/17441/Understanding-the-Roman-Curia.aspx
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https://www.osv.com/Article/TabId/493/ArtMID/13569/ArticleID/17441/Understanding-the-Roman-Curia.aspx
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Two Vaticans, under the Pope

Holy See                                        Vatican City State

• Secretary of State

• Nuncios

• Dicasteries

• Theological Commissions

• (appoints bishops, etc.)

• all the religious stuff

• President

• Secretary General

• Museums

• Post office, coins, etc.

• all the civil stuff

• including the Specola Vaticana



An introduction to the 
Vatican Observatory
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Rich Boyle: US; star cluster photometry;                                                           
St. Louis and Georgetown

 
  David Brown: US; stellar evolution;  

Texas A&M and Oxford

Guy Consolmagno: US; Director; IAU Nomenclature Committee;  
meteorites and asteroids; MIT and Arizona

Chris Corbally: Britain; IAU Div IV past president; 
stellar spectroscopy;  Bristol and Toronto

Richard D’Souza: India; galaxy evolution and star halos;                          
Heidelberg and Max-Planck-Institut für Astrophysik

Pavel Gabor: Czech Republic; extrasolar planets;                                           
Charles (Prague) and Paris

Today: 12 researchers, 7 nations, 4 continents 



Matteo Galaverni; Italy; theoretical cosmology; 
University of Bologna and Ferrara/Paris 7

Gabriele Gionti: Italy; quantum gravity and string theory; 
Naples Frederic II and Trieste

Robert Janusz; Poland; spectrophotometry and information theory; 
Jagiellonian University and Uniwersytet Papieski Jana Pawła II

Jean-Baptiste Kikwaya Eluo: Congo; meteors and celestial dynamics;                         
Namur, Paris and Western Ontario

 
Bob Macke: US; meteorites; scientist, NASA Lucy Mission                                                    
MIT, Washington University, and Central Florida

Alessandro Omizzolo: Italy; quasars and active galactic nuclei;                           
Pontificia Universitas Lateransis and Padua
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Some practical 
matters…



Getting in and out

• Go in and out through the main gate, not our front door

• You need your badge in order to get past the guard!

• Main Gate is open from 7:30 am (class starts at 8:30 am)

• Main Gate is closed after 7:30 pm

• Do not wander into the garden…















Lunch here!
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Other useful information
• Rest rooms are past the door by 

the speaker

• Coffee breaks are outdoors (only 
water in the classroom please — 
ants!)

• If the weather allows, keep the 
back windows open (fresh air 
limits the transmission of 
disease…)

• If you do feel less than 100%, you 
can Zoom from upstairs

• Other than that the room 
immediately over this one, please 
stay downstairs (we live upstairs)

• Feel free to browse in our 
libraries

• Treat each other with the 
knowledge that you’re going to 
have to face the Pope on 
Thursday…

• Enjoy the workshop!



Dressing for the Vatican



Code of Conduct

[Adopted from the European Astronomical Society and 
ESO meeting guidelines﻿]

Vatican Observatory workshops are events where 
researchers are encouraged to have a free discussion, 
and a free exchange of ideas and scientific results. All 
professional interactions should be conducted with 
consideration and respect. This includes, but is not 
restricted to, interactions with other attendees, and 
with administrative, technical, or other support staff.

Participants are advised to be mindful and respectful at 
all times of cultural differences among the participants.

All attendees are expected to behave professionally and 
treat each other with respect for the duration of the 
school and in all activities related to it. (Of course, we 
hope you behave professionally before and after the 
workshop, as well!) Ideas and results must be 
respectfully discussed based solely on their scientific 
merits. Critique ideas, not people.

Appropriate and respectful language should be used by all attendees 
in their interactions throughout the school in all platforms the 
conference makes use of, be it video, audio, text and chat form. 

Before publishing images, recordings, or video clips from any 
presentation at the school on any kind of media or platform 
(scientific publications, on social media, etc.), you must receive 
permission from the presenter.

Every attendee is expected to make their individual contribution 
towards a respectful and inclusive climate. Any discriminatory 
behavior against colleagues on any basis, such as gender, gender 
identity, race, ethnic background, national origin, religion, political 
affiliation, age, marital status, sexual orientation, disabilities, or any 
other reason will not be tolerated.

Attendees who witness or are affected by possible violations of the 
Code of Conduct should contact the director of the workshop 
(Gabriele Gionti or Matteo Galaverni) to initiate a complaint, 
attaching available evidence (e.g., screenshots) if available. The 
complaint will be examined by the SOC and appropriate action will 
be taken if the majority concurs that the code has been violated. 
First infraction will result in a warning, further infractions will be 
resolved as deemed appropriate by the committee, up to and 
including expulsion from the school.


