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What digital resources do medievalists use?

Web, library catalogues, digital source collections



Information search in the context of history

Characteristics and methods

Interpretation of text

• Hermeneutics

• Historical-critical method

• Source criticism

Discussions on the role of digital 
transformation in information search and 
academic work

→ information evaluation



Information search as part of scholarly work

Models of scholarly work in the humanities

• Focusing on the activities

• John Unsworth’s scholarly 
primitives (discovering, 
annotating, comparing, 
illustrating…)¹

• e.g. TaDiRAH The Taxonomy of 
Digital Research Activities in the 
Humanities²

• Focusing on the process

¹ John Unsworth: Scholarly Primitives: what methods do humanities researchers have in common, and how might our tools reflect this?, 2000, URL: https://people.brandeis.edu/~unsworth/Kings.5-00/primitives.html

² https://tadirah.info

https://people.brandeis.edu/~unsworth/Kings.5-00/primitives.html
https://tadirah.info


Information search as part of scholarly work

Historical-critical method and hybrid search

• Search is present during the whole 
process

• Hybrid search environment

Steps of the historical-critical method



Historical-critical method after Pascal Föhr, Historische Quellenkritik im 

Digitalen Zeitalter, Glückstadt 2019, p.124. Translation: A.Neovesky.

Information search as part of scholarly work

Historical-critical method and digital environment

• New step due to digital 
transformation: securing of source

• Further steps affected by digital 
transformation



Documentation of sources and information search

Current practices

• Bibliography

• Systematic literature review

• Description of the method

Department of Communication and Media Research, University Zürich, 

URL: 

https://www.mediachange.ch/media/medialibrary/2016/05/Leitfaden_Rec

herche_und_Literatur%C3%BCbersicht_Mai2016.pdf

• Search protocols / 
research protocols

https://www.mediachange.ch/media/medialibrary/2016/05/Leitfaden_Recherche_und_Literatur%C3%BCbersicht_Mai2016.pdf


Putting information search into context
..with a search report

• Description of information search and resource in context with the narrative

• Part of method and/or main part of the text

• Source criticism, tool criticism

• Visibility of search engines and repositories

→ integrating search into the scholarly process and furthering search literacy



The role of search engine providers
How can search engines support scholarly work?

• Transparent and reliable ranking

• Supporting the export of result lists

• Providing contextual information on results (publisher, creation date)

Why discussing it now?

• AI-tools → discussion regarding transparency of search & text production

• Establishing open search engines as reliable partners for research



Conclusion
Search, methods and domain

• Search engines do influence information search 

and the research process 

→ Need for sovereignty

→ Need for transparent, reliable,

standardised ranking and consistency

• Domain-specific needs 

→ getting communities on board regarding

→ search literacy

→ transparency of search in scholarly work


