Minutes of the IUPAP General Assembly

Hybrid meeting run from CERN, Geneva, Switzerland, 9" October 2023

Relevant documents used during the GA can be found on the link on Indico:
https://indico.cern.ch/event/1267701/

Participants

Michel Spiro - President

Jens Vigen - Secretary General for Financial and Legal Affairs

Silvina Ponce Dawson - President-Designate

Rudzani Nemutudi - Associate Secretary General

Gabriella Marra — Secretary

Stefano Fantoni — Secretary General for Administrative Affairs

Sandro Scandolo - Deputy Secretary General for Administrative Affairs

Boris Sharkov — Treasurer

Monica Pepe Altarelli — Vice President at Large (Centenary)

Bruce Mc Kellar - Past President

Gillian Butcher - Vice-President at Large (Gender Champion)

Nithaya Chetty - Vice-President at Large (Membership)

Irvy (Igle) Gledhill - Past Chair, IUPAP Working Group on Women in Physics
Laura H. Greene - Vice-President at Large (Outreach and Ethics)

Lucilla de Arcangelis - Vice-President at Large from the Commission Chairs/ C3 Chair
Takaaki Kajita - Vice-President at Large from the Commission Chairs/ C4 Chair
Naoto Nagaosa - C5 Chair

Masaki Sasai - C6 Chair

Young Dong Kim - C8 Chair/ Liaison Chair Korean Physical Society

Kai Liu - C9 Chair

Florencia Canelli - C11 Chair

Kuijuan Jin - Vice-President at Large from the Commission Chairs/ C13 Chair
Tetyana Antimirova - Vice-President at Large from the Commission Chairs/ C14 Chair
Rosario Gonzalez-Ferez - C15 Chair

Jaewook Ahn — C15 Secretary

Sylvie Jacquemont - C16 Chair

Roberto Pini - C17 Chair

John Damilakis - AC4 Chair

Jaume Navarro - AC6 Chair

Nilofaar Jokar - AC5 / Vice President IAPS

Cyrus Pan Walther - AC5 Chair / President IAPS / WG16 Vice President
Gianluigi Arduini - WG14 Chair

Luis Vina - Liaison Chair Spain

Eva Lindroth — Liaison Chair Sweden

Yuan-Hann Chan — Liaison Chair for The Physical Society located in Taipei
Maria Jose Garcia Borge - C12 Vice Chair

Mei-Yin Chou - C20 Chair

Pietro Ferraro C17 Associate Member

Madan Rehani - AC4 — IOMP Past President

Pavel Exner - Liaison Chair Czech Republic

Alice Valkarovéa - Czech Republic

Robert Sporken — Liaison Chair Belgium

Feras Afaneh, Liaison Chair Jordan

Li Lu, Liaison Chair for the Chinese Physical Society China, Beijing

Halina Rubinsztein-Dunlop — Liaison Chair Australia

Rodrigo Capaz — Liaison Chair Brazil

Alexander Petrov — Liaison Chair Bulgaria

Dominic Hurley — Liaison Chair United Kingdom and Ireland


https://indico.cern.ch/event/1267701/

Christoph Rossel -WG16 Chair

Barbora Bruant Gulejova — WG16 member

Ani Aprahamian — C12 Secretary

Ahmadou Wague — Liaison Chair Senegal
Akihide Fujisawa — Liaison Chair Japan
Antonino Di Bella— AC3

Ana Ferreras — Liaison Chair United States of America
Amy Flatten — APS

Anatoly Zagorodny — Liaison Chair Ukraine
Andre Staudte — Canada

Arturo Marti — C3

Bernhard Nunner — Liaison Chair Germany
Daniel Price — Liaison Chair Finland

David Garfinkle — Oakland University

Dino Jaroszynski — WG7 Chair

Emanuele Berti - AC2

Gustavo Dalpian — Institute of Physics, University of Sdo Paulo, Brazil
Hans Hilgenkamp — University of Twente, Netherlands
Hans Peter Beck — Liaison Chair Switzerland
Jin Hee Yoon — C12 member

Jinping Wang — Chinese Academy of Science
Joachim Burgdoerfer — Liaison Chair Austria
Karin Zach — European Physical Society
Keun-Young Kim — Korea

Marco Kirm — Liaison Chair Estonia

Margaret Wegener — University of Queensland
Miroslaw Karpierz — Liaison Chair Poland

Mitko Gaidarov — C12

Mohamed Abdel Harith — Liaison Chair Egypt
Natalia Istomina — Liaison Chair Russian Federation
Omar Osenda — Liaison Chair Argentina

Pedro Abreu — Representing Portugal

Prabal Maiti — Liaison Chair India

Rituparna Kanungo — Liaison Chair Canada
Rudolph Erasmus — South Africa

Sandor Katz — Liaison Chair Hungary

Sekazi Mtingwa — International Science Council
Shahin Rouhani — Liaison Chair Iran

Simon Granville — Liaison Chair New Zealand
Stefano Fabris — Liaison Chair Italy

Stephan Fauve — Liaison Chair France
Sunniva Siem — Liaison Chair Norway

Wonhee Lee - Korea

Xiaoyan Shen — Chinese Physical Society
Yunsang Lee - Korea

Zhengguo Zhao — Chinese Physical Society

1. Welcome to the IUPAP General Assembly—100 years after
the first GA—by the IUPAP President.

The President Michel Spiro welcomed the participants. The presentation of the 2023
delegates then took place.

Members present: Actual quorum: 116/153



98 votes representing territories:

Australia (3 votes); Belgium (3 votes); Brazil (3 votes); Bulgaria (1 vote); Canada (4
votes); China - Beijing (5 votes); China - Taipei (3 votes); Czech Republic (3 votes);
Estonia (1 vote); Finland (2 votes); Germany (5 votes); Hungary (2 votes); India (5
votes); Ireland (1 votes); Italy (5 votes); Jordan (2 votes); Korea (5 votes); Lithuania
(1 vote); Netherlands (3 votes); New Zealand (1 votes); Norway (2 votes); Poland (3
votes); Portugal (1 vote); Russia (6 votes); Senegal (1 vote); Slovak Republic (1 vote);
South Africa (2 votes); Spain (4 votes); Sweden (4 votes); Switzerland (3 votes); UK
(5 votes); USA (6 votes); Ukraine (1 vote); Uruguay (1 vote).

18 votes representing Commission Chairs (1 vote each):

C1 Commission on Policy and Finance; C3 Statistical Physics; C4 Astroparticle
Physics; C5 Low Temperature Physics; C6 Biological Physics; C8 Semiconductors;
C9 Magnetism; C11 Particles and Fields; C13 Physics for Development; C14 Physics
Education; C15 Atomic, Molecular, and Optical Physics; C16 Plasma Physics; C17
Laser Physics and Photonics; C20 Computational Physics; AC2 ISGRG; AC3 ICA,;
AC5 IAPS; AC6 IUHPST/DHST.

Each participant was called to verify that the General Assembly had the required
guorum. Present members represented 116 out of the total 153 votes. The quorum
of the General Assembly consists of sufficient Members to produce two-thirds of all
votes available to Members—hence, the quorum was reached.

The GA began with a ceremony in memory of Kennedy Reed, President of IUPAP
from 2017 to 2019 who passed away in June this year. A very moving text written by
Past President Bruce McKellar was read. Kennedy Reed was a significant figure in
the field of physics, his contributions included strong support for international
collaborations and projects, particularly in establishing light sources across various
regions. The moment of silence was a tribute to honor his legacy and impact on the
scientific community.

«In memory of past President Kennedy Reed, by Past President Bruce McKellar

It was reminded that the 2023 General Assembly took place 100 years after the first
IUPAP General Assembly, held in Paris in December 1923, and some of its
documents were shared.

«Minutes of the first IUPAP General Assembly

2. Approval of the minutes from the 31st IUPAP General Assembly
(2022) and of the agenda General Assembly (2023)

The proposed agenda and the minutes of the last GA were approved.

Resolutions adopted by the 2022 General Assembly can be found in Indico.

3. Reports from the secretariats (Singapore and Trieste) and the


https://indico.cern.ch/event/1267701/contributions/5324055/attachments/2725268/4745000/Vale%20Kennedy%20Reed%2020231002.pdf
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7079408

Swiss [UPAP association

It was informed that the former Singapore secretariat is now closed. The Singapore IUPAP
company is still kept open—with close to no money on the bank account—just to allow
transfer of dues from places which cannot easily transfer money to the IUPAP main bank
account in Geneva.

The administrative secretariat in Trieste operates efficiently and will hopefully be long-term
solution for [IUPAP.

The legal headquarters and bank account in Geneva are also functioning well. IUPAP has
status as tax exempt, is inscribed in the Registre du commerce, undergoes audits, etc.

4. Matters arising—for information only

The Executive Council & Commissions Chairs proposals for designated commission chairs
were presented as well as the exploration of possible officers and Vice Presidents at Large
to be nominated for election at the GA 2024.

The open call for nominations will be issued in January-February 2024.

The two Interdisciplinary (inter-commission) Early Career Scientist Prize winners were
presented. The 2023-winners are Evelyn Tang (Rice University) and Stefano Martiniani (New
York University).

The IUPAP Centenary and the International Year of Basic Sciences for Sustainable
Development activities were presented. Furthermore, it was informed about the proclamation
of the International Decade of Sciences for Sustainable Development by the UN General
Assembly.

5. Endorsement of EC resolutions (Res. 1) and some new resolutions
for consideration (Res. 2—...)

Numbers refer to the official final list of resolutions (see Main Outcomes of the GA
published on Indico).

The following resolutions have been endorsed or approved by the GA.

Resolution 1. Ratification of Statements issued by Council.

The 32nd IUPAP General Assembly notes the statements issued by Council after the
previous GA and approves them all. This implies approving: the IUPAP Statement on Ban on
Women in Afghanistan, 2023-02-07 and the IUPAP statement on unrest and violence against
women in lran.

Michel reads the two statements approved by the Executive Council:

- Statement on ban on women from higher education in Afghanistan
The decree by the Afghanistan authorities in December 2022 suspending higher
education for women in Afghanistan is deeply concerning and is yet another erosion
of the rights of women in Afghanistan. This is in stark contrast to the aims of the
current International Year of Basic Sciences for Sustainable Development, where
across the world scientists are striving to ensure that science is available (to) and of




benefit to everyone. This equally applies to education.

IUPAP condemns the suspension of Afghan women rights to education

and stands in strong

support of the International Science Council statement urging a reversal of the ban.
Throughout its 100 year history, IUPAP has spoken out not only against injustices
and human rights violations of physicists and scientists, but has consistently sought
to support the oppressed communities across the world. [IUPAP continues to embrace
and promote scientific collaboration across the world as a driver for peace.

- IUPAP statement on unrest and violence against women in Iran
The current unrest and violence against women in Iran is highly concerning, sparked
by the horrific treatment and subsequent death of Mahsa Amini while in custody.
Along with the United Nations and European Parliament, and with our scientific
colleagues in the EPS, and the 2,626 signatories from the STEM community of
the Statement of solidarity with women in Iran, IUPAP condemns the human rights
violations taking place in Iran.

Michel remarks that it is important to have the in-person attendance of Nilofaar Jokar coming
from Iran, IAPS Vice-President.

Resolution 4. Changes in Articles and Requlations to accommodate the new category
of Associate Territorial Member.

Following Resolution 2 of the 32nd GA of 2022, the proposed changes in the Articles and
Regulations of the Union to accommodate the new category of Associate Territorial Member
were approved unanimously.

Resolution 5. reqgarding Appointment of Associated Members to IUPAP Commissions.

IUPAP resolves to appoint the Associated Members to IUPAP Commissions that are listed
in what follows. The appointments will start immediately and remain effective until the next in
person IUPAP General Assembly to be held in 2024, unless otherwise noted.

* C8: Ryan YK Yoo (Rep. of Korea)

» C9: Masahiro Yamaguchi (Japan) and Clarina Reloj Dela Cruz (USA)—both already
approved at the GA in 2022

* C11: Anna Machado (Brazil) and Liangjian Wen (China, Beijing)

+ C13: Anisa Qamar (Pakistan)

Resolutions 6. Conference matters

6.1 Resolution on anti-harassment policies for IUPAP conferences

IUPAP insists that all participants at IUPAP conferences should be able to enjoy the
conference and its benefits free of discrimination and harassment. To emphasize this policy
and to indicate that remedies are available to those who are harassed or discriminated
against, all IUPAP supported conferences are required to publish the following statement on
their website and in all publications related to the Conference: It is the policy of the
International Union of Pure and Applied Physics (IUPAP) that all participants in Union
activities will enjoy an environment which encourages the free expression and exchange of
scientific ideas, and is free from all forms of discrimination, harassment, and retaliation.

The conference organizers will name an advisor who will consult with those who have
suffered from harassment and who will suggest ways of redressing their problems, and an
advisor who will counsel those accused of harassment. The conference organizers may, after


https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/statement/2022/09/un-women-statement-on-womens-rights-in-iran
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220930IPR41936/iran-meps-want-eu-to-sanction-officials-responsible-for-mahsa-amini-s-death
https://www.eps.org/blogpost/751263/480028/EPS-reaction-to-human-rights-violation-in-Iran
https://iran-solidarity-stem.com/

due consideration, take such action they deem appropriate.

In case that harassment and/or discriminatory behaviors occur during the organization period,
particularly, among conference organizers, the person who suffered or withessed an incident
can contact the Gender Champion or the Associate General Secretary who will take the
necessary steps to analyze the incident with discretion and confidentiality and help achieve
a solution.

6.2 Resolution on registration fees and ample participation in IUPAP conferences

This Resolution is to replace Resolution No. 3 approved by the 24th IUPAP General
Assembly held in Berlin, Germany, in 2002.

To ensure that IUPAP supported conferences (sponsored and endorsed) are accessible to
physicists at all stages of their careers and from all groups and countries, IUPAP requires
that there should either be affordable registration fee categories or support in other ways to
facilitate participation. The Executive Council will recommend yearly the maximum allowed
fee for the affordable categories.

Resolution 7. Change of name of the IUPAP Medal awarded by C13.

It is resolved that the “IUPAP Medal for Outstanding Contributions to the Enhancement of
Physics in Developing Countries” awarded by the Commission on Physics for Development
(C13) be renamed as “IUPAP Kennedy Reed Medal for Outstanding Contributions to the
Enhancement of Physics in Developing Countries” as a sign of recognition to IUPAP’s past
President, Kennedy Reed, who worked tirelessly to improve the conditions of physics and
physicists in the developing world.

Resolution 8. Use of IUPAP affiliation in academic papers.

IUPAP embraces and promotes the principle of open science and believes that sharing the
results of scientific research is essential for the advancement of science and for its peaceful
applications. Physicists, and scientists more generally including students, from any country
around the world who feel excluded from the academic exchange through publishing in
journals, based exclusively on their affiliation and/or country of origin, may formally apply to
the IUPAP Executive Council to use the IUPAP as their affiliation. The papers shall have to
be evaluated by the Executive Council before permission is given. Scientific contents must
be totally unrelated to non-peaceful applications. IUPAP encourages authors to publish open
access, but IUPAP is not in the position to cover the related publishing fees.

6. Approval of Corporate Associate Members, and proposal for
Associate Territorial Members

The following Corporate Associate Members were accepted:

- Advanced Laser Light Source (ALLS), incorporated in 2022 with one unit.

- European Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN), incorporated in 2022 with
one unit.

- Joint Institute for Nuclear Research (JINR), incorporated in 2023 with two units.

- Park Systems, incorporated in 2023 with two units.

- Synchrotron-Light for Experimental Science and Applications in the
Middle East (SESAME), incorporated in 2022 with one unit.

Nepal was accepted as the first Associate Territorial Member (see Resolution 4), based on




a MoU recently signed between IUPAP and the Nepal Physical Society.

Nithaya Chetty, Vice President at Large for Membership made a presentation on the next
possible steps to attract new Associate Territorial Members, particularly from Africa.

7. Working Groups

All presentation material and documentation are available on Indico.

Christophe Rossel, Chair of WG16, Working Group WG16 “Physics and Industry” gave a
presentation of the report of the WG that was highly appreciated.

Monica Pepe-Altarelli, Vice president at large, Centenary — Chair of WG17 gave a
presentation of the report of the activities and achievements reached with the Centenary
celebrations that was highly appreciated.

Resolution was approved to dissolve the WG17.

Resolution 10. Dissolution of [IUPAP Working Group 17 on IUPAP’s Centenary

It is resolved that Working Group on IUPAP’s Centenary be dissolved with its termination
taking effect immediately. IUPAP wishes to express its gratitude to WG17 Chair, Monica
Pepe-Altarelli, for the tremendous work done to celebrate IUPAP’s centenary.

Igle Gledhill gave a presentation regarding WG21 and proposes the change of the name
of Working Group and the following resolution was approved.

Resolution 9. Approval of the creation of the Working Group on Physics for Climate Change
Action and Sustainable Development (proposed by Nithaya Chetty, Vice-President at Large
for New Members, and Igle Gledhill, Past Chair of the Working Group on_Women in
Physics).

In view of the decision of the EC of September 2022 to advance with the creation of a
Working Group on Physics for the Green Economy and the subsequent request by Prof. I.
Gledhill to change its name to reflect better its scope, the 32nd IUPAP General Assembly
approves the creation of IUPAP Working Group 21 on Physics for Climate Change Action
and Sustainable Development (WG21) with the following mission:

* Identify, promote, engage and discuss the unique role that physics is and should be
playing in this area.

* Entrench an evidence-based approach to responses to climate change studies and the
energy transition process in close collaboration with experts from other disciplines.

« Establish a strong bridge with the broad international public on these topics.

» Suggest and encourage ways of incorporating green economy and sustainability thinking
in university curricula and research training.

* Advise Executive Council on actions to be taken, work to be done, statements to be issued.
» Organize at least one major conference over the next three years.

» Engage with the activities that are expected to take place in connection with the
International Decade of Sciences for Sustainable Development proclaimed by the United



Nations General Assembly in August 2023.

» Liaise with Regional, national Physics Society, with other Unions in other fields in the spirit
of [YBSSD.

The 32nd GA also approved the designation of Nithaya Chetty as the first Chair of WG21.
This mandate has been slightly updated from that of September 21st, 2022, to reflect the
changes that have occurred in the interim.

8. IUPAP activity report for the period 13 July 2022 to 9 October
2023

Jens Vigen, Secretary General presented The annual activity report and updated strategic
and action plan and it was appreciated.

9. Revised strategic and action plan: the future of IUPAP

Silvina Ponce Dawson, President Designate, presented the revised strategic and action
plan and it was appreciated by the assembly.

10. New task force to rejuvenate the internal structure of IUPAP

The report from the task force on the rejuvenation of the functioning of IUPAP, together with
the self-evaluation were presented by Silvina Ponce Dawson with the proposal of having
now an external evaluation to be ready for a vote at the next GA. Resolution 11 (see below)
was approved to advance in this regard.

Resolution 11. IUPAP’s restructuring

In view of the self-evaluation report that has recently been produced, the 32nd IUPAP
General Assembly charges the President Designate to set up, in consultation with Officers
of the Executive Council, an external evaluation committee that will look into the structures,
actions and functioning of the Union, focusing on particular aspects as specified on the
accompanying documentation. It is expected that the committee will produce a report with
advice on pathways for improvement by the time of the in-person General Assembly that
will be held in 2024.

11. Financial matters

Boris Sharkov, Treasurer, lead the discussed the current financial situation.

The assembly approved the accounts for 2021 and 2022 and took note of the expenditures
for the first three quarters of 2023. Furthermore, the proposed budget for 2024 and a draft
outline for 2025 were approved. It shall be noted that the surplus generated in the COVID-
year 2021 will—as planned at the 2022 assembly—have been spent by the end of 2024.

The GA approved the following two resolutions regarding dues and official IUPAP currency.



Resolution 2. Currency.

On the motion of the Commission on Policy and Finance (C1), the 32" [UPAP General
Assembly adopts Swiss Francs (CHF) as the official currency for the Union. (see
documentation available on Indico).

Resolution 3. Dues.
On the motion of the Commission on Policy and Finance (C1), the 32" [UPAP General
Assembly adopts the dues for 2024 to be set to 2500 CHF per unit.

12. Closing of the General Assembly by the President

It was decided that the next GA will be in person from October 6th to October 12th, 2024, in
Hainan China hosted by the Chinese Physical Society.

This will be at the time of the 25th anniversary of the creation of WG5 Women in Physics and
at the time of a proposed inter-commission symposium on Physics Research for a
Sustainable Planet.

The meeting ended at 6 p.m. Geneva time with the President’s proposed slogan: “In physics
we trust!! And on the IUPAP secretariats we relied for the success of the meetings (EC & CC

and GA)IV”
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