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● Many years as a sysadmin
● Many years as a community 

builder
● Many years around open source
● Many years as a lover of Star Wars
● Many years as a lover of Sci-Fi

hi, I’m benny

social.linux.pizza/@benny
@bennyvasquez
benny@almalinux.org
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HEPiX Spring 2024https://blog.centos.org/2020/12/future-is-centos-stream/



HEPiX Spring 2024https://blog.cloudlinux.com/almalinux-is-born
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June ‘23: no more sources

https://www.redhat.com/en/blog/furthering-evolution-centos-stream
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RHEL compatibility = freedom for AlmaLinux

https://almalinux.org/blog/new-repositories-for-almalinux-os-synergy-and-testing/

Additional repos for additional software
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RHEL compatibility = freedom for AlmaLinux

https://almalinux.org/blog/2024-04-02-xz-and-cve-2024-1086/

Patching critical flaws outside of upstream
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RHEL compatibility = freedom for AlmaLinux

https://almalinux.org/blog/2024-04-02-xz-and-cve-2024-1086/

● aacraid - Dell PERC2, 2/Si, 3/Si, 3/Di, Adaptec Advanced Raid 
Products, HP NetRAID-4M, IBM ServeRAID & ICP SCSI

● be2iscsi - Emulex OneConnectOpen-iSCSI for BladeEngine 2 
and 3 adapters

● hpsa - HP Smart Array Controller
● lpfc - Emulex LightPulse Fibre Channel SCSI
● megaraid_sas - Broadcom MegaRAID SAS
● mpt3sas - LSI MPT Fusion SAS 3.0
● mptsas - Fusion MPT SAS Host
● qla2xxx - QLogic Fibre Channel HBA
● qla4xxx - QLogic iSCSI HBA

Renewing support for upstream deprecated hardware
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Supported Architectures
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Where we build from

Red Hat Universal Base Image (UBI)
https://cdn-ubi.redhat.com/content/public/ubi/dist/

● Exact RHEL sources and binaries
● 100% legal, no Red Hat Subscription 

required
● EOL after 10 years
● Updates every day
● Includes base system, Python, Perl, 

PHP, NodeJS, Java, Dotnet, …

● Limited set of sources available:
○ 1511 packages for RHEL8 (~41%)
○ 951 packages for RHEL9 (~39%)

Our decision: use every package available
https://fosdem.org/2024/schedule/event/fosdem-2024-3161-almalinux-how-to-make-a-rhel-compatible-distribution/

https://cdn-ubi.redhat.com/content/public/ubi/dist/ubi8/8/x86_64/
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Where we build from

● Upstream for RHEL and allows to get 
new package versions earlier

● 100% legal
● Available as src.rpm 

https://kojihub.stream.centos.org/
● Available as git repo 

https://gitlab.com/redhat/centos-stream

● Not all sources are the same as 
RHEL, may miss patches or include 
extra ones

● CVE updates usually delayed
● Not all packages available (example: 

Java 21)
● EOL after 5 years versus 10 years for 

RHEL, so no updates after 8.10 
release

Our decision: use where applicable 
https://fosdem.org/2024/schedule/event/fosdem-2024-3161-almalinux-how-to-make-a-rhel-compatible-distribution/

CentOS Stream 

https://kojihub.stream.centos.org/
https://gitlab.com/redhat/centos-stream
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Where we build from

RHEL clones

● No Red Hat Subscription required
● May contain exact RHEL sources

● Exact RHEL sources are not 
guaranteed

● Not clear where they get sources
● Delayed updates

Our decision: use carefully
(example: squid CVE-2023-46846 and CVE-2023-46847 patches from Oracle Linux)

https://fosdem.org/2024/schedule/event/fosdem-2024-3161-almalinux-how-to-make-a-rhel-compatible-distribution/
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What happens when CentOS Stream goes EOL?
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What happens when CentOS Stream goes EOL?
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The governance
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The governance: the foundation

https://wiki.almalinux.org/Transparency.html
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The governance: the board

https://almalinux.org/members/
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The governance: the SIGs

https://wiki.almalinux.org/sigs/
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The community
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The first mirrors
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HEPiX Spring 2024https://jonathanspw.com/almalinux-countme/2024-04-07/
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