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In the 70 years of CERN, how has particle physics
electronics evolved?
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Abstract
Since CERN was founded, there have been significant changes in detector technologies which in turn have
necessitated big changes in the readout and data acquisition electronics. Many of them have taken place since
about 1990 during the preparations for LHC, profiting especially from the commercial impetus driving the
rapid growth of consumer electronics. As a non-historian, and not even a qualified electronic engineer, I will
attempt to trace how some of these technologies have evolved, citing examples with which I ammost familiar,
and make some comments about the challenges and risks for the future.
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