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Base info

A sample of 686 students

Students who began their studies at the fall of 
2015, 2016, 2018, and 2019.

The school offers four main study-programs

The gender ratio for girls and boys is 62:38

In the natural science program the ratio is 47:53

That means that 36% of boys choose the natural 
science program but only 19% of girls
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CA - Advanced mechanics and 
the theory of relativity

𝛽 = 1.97

CG - Atomic and nuclear physics

𝛽 = 0.87
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exp(1.97)  ≈ 7.2

exp(0.87)  ≈ 2.4
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Number of students that took the more 
advanced courses and whether they were 
under/over the median grade in the first 
course (by gender)



Have you participated in the national mathematics 
competition? If not, why not?

Participants’ responses

„ No, I was too scared“

„ I was really busy, would’ve gone 
otherwise“

„ No, I probably wasn’t ready since I 
only just started high school“

„ No, I’m not confident 
enough in my mathematics 
ability“

„ No, I didn’t think I was good enough“   

„ No, I didn’t dare to do it“



STELPUR DIFFRA
A summer camp in mathematics for female and 

gender-queer high school students in Iceland



Ideology behind Stelpur diffra
- Thinking Classroom (Peter Liljedahl)
- Reading and Writing the World with 

Mathematics
(Eric Gutstein, Paulo Freire)



A typical day in the math camp



Stelpur diffra - Probability and data analysis



Stelpur diffra - Geometry and graph theory



Stelpur diffra - Probability, data analysis and a science trip!



How the math camps are set up! Typical schedule



♡ Physics ♡ 



Ideas!

nanna@stelpurdiffra.is




