Proposal for an INNOVATION Destination in the Horizon Europe Research Infrastructures Work
Programme 2025-27

Prepared by the INFRA-INNOV Coordination (I.FAST, LEAPS-INNOV, AIDAinnova) representing the
European communities involved in Research and Innovation for Particle Accelerators, Accelerator-
based Photon Sources, and Detectors.

In line with the priorities defined in the 2025-27 Orientation Paper, we consider that a new Work
Programme Destination centered on Innovation could accelerate, through dedicated Calls, innovation
in the European Rl landscape regarding new or improved services for leading-edge research.

Calls under this Destination would allow Rls to stay at the forefront of their scientific fields and to
ensure the most advanced services for their user communities, strengthening the involvement of
European industry in co-creation and co-development of innovative technologies and cutting-edge
instrumentation.

Such a Destination is particularly needed since the existing instruments of Horizon Europe, in particular
under the EIC, do not cover support to incremental innovation carried out at European Rls, notably
support to joint technology roadmap implementation of large Rl communities, and since the RI WP’s
2021-2022 and 2023-2024 did not contain any specific calls in support of innovation.

Under Horizon 2020, the ongoing INFRA-INNOV Projects have successfully created an innovation
ecosystem joining industry and academia in the co-development of advanced instrumentation and
technologies. This experience can be successfully enhanced and extended to other Rl technologies
with positive impact on both services to Rl users and to European industry, which will acquire new
tools to compete in the global high technology market, pursuing at the same time a higher integration
of RI’s into local, regional, and global innovation ecosystems.

A proposal for a pilot call under the new Destination is given below.

HORIZON-INFRA-2025-INNOV-01-xx: Implementation of technology roadmaps for European
Research Infrastructure Networks

Specific conditions

Expected EU The Commission estimates that an EU contribution of 8.00 to 12.00 million
contribution per would allow these outcomes to be addressed appropriately.
project

Indicative budget | The total indicative budget for the topic is EUR 30 million.

Type of Action Research and Innovation Actions
Eligibility The conditions are described in General Annex B. The following additional
conditions eligibility criteria apply: due to the specific nature of this topic, consortia must

include a sizeable consortium of research infrastructures, each of them being
an ESFRI infrastructure (project or landmark), and/or a European Research
Infrastructures Consortium (ERIC) and/or another research infrastructure of
European interest (i.e. a research infrastructure which is able to attract
international users from EU or associated countries other than the country
where the infrastructure is located).




Legal and financial | The rules are described in General Annex G.
set-up of the Grant | paneficiaries may provide financial support to third parties. The support to
Agreements third parties can only be provided in the form of grants. The maximum amount
to be granted to each third party is EUR 100 000 as contribution to research

and innovation activities.

Ifimplemented in the action, specific conditions for actions implementing pre-
commercial procurement or procurement of innovative solutions may apply
(see General Annex H).

Expected Outcome:

e Promote the scientific competitiveness of European Research Infrastructures in the long-term
as well as the excellence of European research;

e Sustain and enhance the sovereignty, innovativeness and primacy of European technology
development by co-development of cutting-edge instrumentation/technology jointly between
European Rls and industry.

e Address novel technological/instrumentation needs for services provided by European Rls to
their communities and to relevant European Partnerships, Missions or Clusters of Horizon
Europe, in order to address research challenges and EU policy priorities;

e Contribute to the development of innovative companies in Europe as providers of technology
solutions for the next generation of scientific instrumentation, tools, or Rl upgrades;

e Accelerate innovation in the European Rl landscape regarding new or improved services for
cutting-edge research;

e Contribute to reach a critical mass / demand to enable European industry to respond to the
needs from Research Infrastructures in Europe;

e Support the integration of Research Infrastructures into local, regional and global innovation
systems.

e Promote synergies and coordination between national programmes for support to Research
Infrastructures.

e Build synergies between relevant previous and ongoing EU programmes, projects and
initiatives.

Scope:
This is a pilot topic for supporting, together with Member States and Associated Countries,
programmes for novel technology and instrumentation development for research infrastructures, with
sound industrial participation.
This topic invites proposals for the following domains:

- accelerator science and technology

- detectors at accelerators

- accelerator-based light sources

Proposals should explain how the EU funding in support of the joint programmes will be
complemented by own, national or international funding or in kind contributions to pool the necessary
financial resources in order to reach the overall objectives of the projects.

The aim of this topic is to support the implementation of technology roadmaps of advanced
communities, which have reached a high level of coordination of joint R&D programmes. Funding will
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be provided to established research infrastructure networks to advance the implementation of their
common strategy/roadmap for technological developments and innovation. Proposals should involve
sizeable consortia of research infrastructures, research institutions, academia, industry and SMEs to
promote innovation and knowledge sharing through co-creation of the needed technical solutions at
different TRL levels. The aim is to advance in the implementation of and offer new or improved services
at European Research Infrastructures, in order to accelerate innovation and respond to the strategic
needs of the research communities and, if applicable, to support the challenges addressed by relevant
EU Partnerships, Missions and Clusters of Horizon Europe.

The projects funded under this call are expected to further develop synergies and complementarities
among each other, while addressing the specific needs of their respective communities.



